Page 7 of 7                (Filed under “F” for “Faith”             Causes of Unbelief                          Terry Sanders                                            S03H


Causes Of Unbelief 

Mark 16:16b “He who does not believe will be condemned”
Introduction
1. Things that hinder belief in the Lord.

2. There are several. {Basically, 2 reasons for not obeying: Eph.4:18 being darkened in their understanding, excluded from the life of God because of the ignorance that is in them, because of the hardness of their heart;}
3. Unbelief is serious, as our text shows, since it will cause a soul to be in jeopardy.

4. What are some causes of unbelief?

I. Accept Only What They Can Sense Or Reason
Word of God says, “Yes.”  Reason says, “No.”
A. Case of Abraham and Sarah having a child (Rom.4:18-21).

18In hope against hope he believed, so that he might become a father of many nations according to that which had been spoken, “So shall your descendants be.” 19Without becoming weak in faith he contemplated his own body, now as good as dead since he was about a hundred years old, and the deadness of Sarah’s womb; 20yet, with respect to the promise of God, he did not waver in unbelief but grew strong in faith, giving glory to God, 21and being fully assured that what God had promised, He was able also to perform.
1. Reason says biologically and physically impossible.

2. What actually happened?  Was there faith without action? Just believed and it was so?

3. according to what was spoken
4. Belief in testimony just like believing George Washington lived and was first President.

B. Case of Mary the mother of Jesus (Luke 1:26-38).

26Now in the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent from God to a city in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name was Joseph, of the descendants of David; and the virgin’s name was Mary. 28And coming in, he said to her, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 29But she was very perplexed at this statement, and kept pondering what kind of salutation this was. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary; for you have found favor with God. 31And behold, you will conceive in your womb and bear a son, and you shall name Him Jesus. 32He will be great and will be called the Son of the Most High; and the Lord God will give Him the throne of His father David; 33and He will reign over the house of Jacob forever, and His kingdom will have no end.” 34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The angel answered and said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power of the Most High will overshadow you; and for that reason the holy Child shall be called the Son of God. 36And behold, even your relative Elizabeth has also conceived a son in her old age; and she who was called barren is now in her sixth month. 37For nothing will be impossible with God.” 38And Mary said, “Behold, the bondslave of the Lord; may it be done to me according to your word.” And the angel departed from her.
1. Mary was “troubled” (v.29).  “Afraid” (v.30).
2. You will have a child (v.31).
3. Reason says impossible (v.34). “How can this be, since I am a virgin?”
4. Reason said same about Elizabeth (v.36).
5. God will make the impossible possible (v.37). For nothing will be impossible with God.
6. according to your word
C. Case of Peter (Luke 5:1-5).

1Now it happened that while the crowd was pressing around Him and listening to the word of God, He was standing by the lake of Gennesaret; 2and He saw two boats lying at the edge of the lake; but the fishermen had gotten out of them and were washing their nets. 3And He got into one of the boats, which was Simon’s, and asked him to put out a little way from the land. And He sat down and began teaching the people from the boat. 4When He had finished speaking, He said to Simon, “Put out into the deep water and let down your nets for a catch.” 5Simon answered and said, “Master, we worked hard all night and caught nothing, but I will do as You say and let down the nets.”
1. Reason says

a. Don’t take word of carpenter over professional fisherman.

b. Wrong time of day (v.2).  Wrong place (v.4).

2. Peter knew this (v.5). but  at Your word
When reason says, “No,” God says, “Yes.”
A. Reason says “no” to baptism.  What is it according to the word?

B. Reason says “no” to resurrection.  What is it according to the word?

II. Robbed Of Faith By Human Wisdom

Col.2:8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.
1 Tim.6:20-21 O Timothy, guard what has been entrusted to you, avoiding worldly and empty chatter and the opposing arguments of what is falsely called “knowledge”—21 which some have professed and thus gone astray from the faith. Grace be with you.
A. takes you captive (Col.2:8) “Cheat you” (“spoil you,” nkjv) means “to plunder you or take you captive.”

1 How is this done?  Through human wisdom which is:

2 “Not according to Christ” (Col.2:8).

3 Not the way you learned (Eph.4:20).

4 There is true wisdom (Col.3:16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom…)

C. Human wisdom redefines words:

1. Love = acceptance, toleration (Isa.5:20). Woe to those who call evil good, and good evil; Who substitute darkness for light and light for darkness; Who substitute bitter for sweet and sweet for bitter!
2. 1 Cor.6:9-10— Homosexuality, Adultery, Idolatry,
3. Man = Animal, higher life form (Gen.1:26).

4. God = Impersonal force in nature (Acts 17:22-32).

22So Paul stood in the midst of the Areopagus and said, “Men of Athens, I observe that you are very religious in all respects. 23For while I was passing through and examining the objects of your worship, I also found an altar with this inscription, ‘TO AN UNKNOWN GOD.’ Therefore what you worship in ignorance, this I proclaim to you. 24The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; 25nor is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all people life and breath and all things; 26and He made from one man every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times and the boundaries of their habitation, 27that they would seek God, if perhaps they might grope for Him and find Him, though He is not far from each one of us; 28for in Him we live and move and exist, as even some of your own poets have said, ‘For we also are His children.’ 29Being then the children of God, we ought not to think that the Divine Nature is like gold or silver or stone, an image formed by the art and thought of man. 30Therefore having overlooked the times of ignorance, God is now declaring to men that all people everywhere should repent, 31because He has fixed a day in which He will judge the world in righteousness through a Man whom He has appointed, having furnished proof to all men by raising Him from the dead.” 32Now when they heard of the resurrection of the dead, some began to sneer, but others said, “We shall hear you again concerning this.”
5. Faith = Blind trust, no revelation (Rom.10:8, 17). But what does it say? “The word is near you, in your mouth and in your heart”—that is, the word of faith which we are preaching, 17 So faith comes from hearing, and hearing by the word of Christ.
III. Form Of Godliness, But Denying The Power
A. Claim to believe, to be Christians (2 Tim. 3:5).

B. How is this done?
1. “Jesus is Master” (Luke 17:13).  In sense of great teacher.
2. “I believe in the resurrection” (Acts 4:2).  Of His cause that seem doomed.
3. “I believe in the church” (Matt. 16:18).  One church is as good as another.
4. “I believe in inspiration” (John 14:26; 16:13; 1 Cor.11:23; 14:37). Like Shakespear.

5. “I believe in the judgment of God” (Acts 17:31).  In conscience only.
6. “I believe in Hell” (Luke 12:5).  It is mental, not physical pain and suffering.
7. “I believe in Heaven” (Col. 1:5).  It will be on earth.
IV. Social Gospel Instead Of Spiritual Gospel
A. Gospel should work to eliminate poverty, ignorance, disease, injustice.

1. Eliminate all of these and man is still lost in sin.

2. Gospel Message—Mark 16:15-16.
B. Supposes “that gain is godliness” (1 Tim. 6:5).
C. Gospel is for spiritual gain (Phil. 4:8-13).

8Finally, brethren, whatever is true, whatever is honorable, whatever is right, whatever is pure, whatever is lovely, whatever is of good repute, if there is any excellence and if anything worthy of praise, dwell on these things. 9The things you have learned and received and heard and seen in me, practice these things, and the God of peace will be with you. 10But I rejoiced in the Lord greatly, that now at last you have revived your concern for me; indeed, you were concerned before, but you lacked opportunity. 11Not that I speak from want, for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am. 12I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need. 13I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.
V. Religious Divisions
A. Jesus says, “that they also may be one in Us, that the world may believe that You sent Me” (John 17:21).  This is the effect of unity.

B. Man says, “We are all going to the same place, just different roads” This is the effect of division

C. The divided state of religious people has caused unbelief and a general scoffing at God.

VI. Inactive, Unfaithful Members.

A. “Worse than an unbeliever” (1 Tim. 5:8)
B. “Concerning the faith have suffered shipwreck, of whom are Hymenaeus and Alexander” (1 Tim.1:19-20)
C. “Children (of God) in whom is no faith” (Deut. 32:19-20). 19“The Lord saw this, and spurned them Because of the provocation of His sons and daughters. 20Then He said, ‘I will hide My face from them, I will see what their end shall be; For they are a perverse generation, Sons in whom is no faithfulness.”
D. Psalm 106:12-14 Then they believed His words; They sang His praise. 13They quickly forgot His works; They did not wait for His counsel, 14But craved intensely in the wilderness, And tempted God in the desert. 24Then they despised the pleasant land; They did not believe in His word, 25But grumbled in their tents; They did not listen to the voice of the Lord.
Conclusion  

These are some causes of unbelief.  They are many and have led many astray.
“He who does not believe will be condemned” (Mk. 16:16)

“He who does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God” (John 3:18)
“But without faith it is impossible to please Him” (Heb. 11:6)
“If you do not believe that I am He, you will die in your sins.” (John 8:24)
“He who does not believe the Son shall not see life, but the wrath of God abides on him” (John 3:36)
“Because of unbelief they were broken off” (Rom. 11:20)
We must be on guard “because your adversary the devil walks about like a roaring lion, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Peter 5:8)
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