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WHO EVER ASKED THAT QUESTION?
INTRODUCTION
When sectarians are caused to face up to what the Bible teaches on baptism, they almost always ask, “Can’t I be saved like the thief?”
“What about the thief on the corss?”
I. LET US NOTICE FIRST SOME DIFFICULTIES OF BEING SAVED LIKE THE THIEF
A. Is Jesus’ will in effect before or after His death? Hebrews 9:16-17 NKJV
16For where there is a testament, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator. 17For a testament is in force after men are dead, since it has no power at all while the testator lives.

B. Could Christ give blessings freely while on earth?
1. The palsied man. Matthew 9:1-8
1So He got into a boat, crossed over, and came to His own city. 2Then behold, they brought to Him a paralytic lying on a bed. When Jesus saw their faith, He said to the paralytic, "Son, be of good cheer; your sins are forgiven you." 3And at once some of the scribes said within themselves, "This Man blasphemes!" 4But Jesus, knowing their thoughts, said, "Why do you think evil in your hearts? 5For which is easier, to say, "Your sins are forgiven you,' or to say, "Arise and walk'? 6But that you may know that the Son of Man has power on earth to forgive sins"--then He said to the paralytic, "Arise, take up your bed, and go to your house."
2. The sinful woman. Luke 7:36-50
36Then one of the Pharisees asked Him to eat with him. And He went to the Pharisee's house, and sat down to eat. 37And behold, a woman in the city who was a sinner, when she knew that Jesus sat at the table in the Pharisee's house, brought an alabaster flask of fragrant oil, 38and stood at His feet behind Him weeping; and she began to wash His feet with her tears, and wiped them with the hair of her head; and she kissed His feet and anointed them with the fragrant oil. 39Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he spoke to himself, saying, "This Man, if He were a prophet, would know who and what manner of woman this is who is touching Him, for she is a sinner." 40And Jesus answered and said to him, "Simon, I have something to say to you." So he said, "Teacher, say it." Continued on the next page
41"There was a certain creditor who had two debtors. One owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42And when they had nothing with which to repay, he freely forgave them both. Tell Me, therefore, which of them will love him more?" 43Simon answered and said, "I suppose the one whom he forgave more." And He said to him, "You have rightly judged." 44Then He turned to the woman and said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has washed My feet with her tears and wiped them with the hair of her head. 45You gave Me no kiss, but this woman has not ceased to kiss My feet since the time I came in. 46You did not anoint My head with oil, but this woman has anointed My feet with fragrant oil. 47Therefore I say to you, her sins, which are many, are forgiven, for she loved much. But to whom little is forgiven, the same loves little." 48Then He said to her, "Your sins are forgiven." 49And those who sat at the table with Him began to say to themselves, "Who is this who even forgives sins?" 50Then He said to the woman, "Your faith has saved you. Go in peace."
3. The young ruler. Luke 18: 18Now a certain ruler asked Him, saying, "Good Teacher, what shall I do to inherit eternal life?" 19So Jesus said to him, "Why do you call Me good? No one is good but One, that is, God. 20You know the commandments: "Do not commit adultery,' "Do not murder,' "Do not steal,' "Do not bear false witness,' "Honor your father and your mother."' 21And he said, "All these things I have kept from my youth." 22So when Jesus heard these things, He said to him, "You still lack one thing. Sell all that you have and distribute to the poor, and you will have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me." 23But when he heard this, he became very sorrowful, for he was very rich. 24And when Jesus saw that he became very sorrowful, He said, "How hard it is for those who have riches to enter the kingdom of God! 25For it is easier for a camel to go through the eye of a needle than for a rich man to enter the kingdom of God." 26And those who heard it said, "Who then can be saved?" 27But He said, "The things which are impossible with men are possible with God."
4. Are these models for today? Why select the thief? Even Satan can misuse Scripture! Matthew 4:6
and said to Him, "If You are the Son of God, throw Yourself down. For it is written: "He shall give His angels charge over you,' and, "In their hands they shall bear you up, Lest you dash your foot against a stone."'

C. Where is the proof that the thief was not baptized? We cannot know one way or the other! Matthew 3:5-6
5Then Jerusalem, all Judea, and all the region around the Jordan went out to him (John the baptizer) 6and were baptized by him in the Jordan, confessing their sins.

D. Was the thief an alien sinner or an erring child of God? (probable that he was a jew, an erring child of God. He was in Jerusalem; knew about Jesus; Believed Him at the last; Knew about the Kingdom and wanted to be “remembered” when Jesus came into it.)
II. IF SAVED LIKE THE THIEF, THEN WHAT EFFECT IS THE WILL OF CHRIST?

A. Here is Jesus’ will: Mark 16:15-16
15And He said to them, "Go into all the world and preach the gospel to every creature. 16He who believes and is baptized will be saved; but he who does not believe will be condemned.”

B. If saved like thief, Jesus’ will is unnecessary! But... Matthew 15:6-9
6... Thus you have made the commandment of God of no effect by your tradition. 7Hypocrites! Well did Isaiah prophesy about you, saying: 8"These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me. 9And in vain they worship Me, Teaching as doctrines the commandments of men."'

Galatians 5:4 You have become estranged from Christ, you who attempt to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.

III. MUST WE BELIEVE THE GOSPEL?
Rom. 1:16
Mark 16:15-16
Did the thief?
Hebrews 9:15 And for this reason He is the Mediator of the new covenant, by means of death, for the redemption of the transgressions under the first covenant, that those who are called may receive the promise of the eternal inheritance.

IV. WHAT DOES CHRIST TEACH ABOUT “FAITH ONLY”?
Matt.7:21-23
Mark 16:16

V. THE WILL OF CHRIST CAME INTO FORCE—
A. when? Pentecost. Hebrews 9:16 For where there is a testament, there must also of necessity be the death of the testator.
Luke 24: 46Then He said to them, "Thus it is written, and thus it was necessary for the Christ to suffer and to rise from the dead the third day, 47and that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name to all nations, beginning at Jerusalem. 48And you are witnesses of these things. 49Behold, I send the Promise of My Father upon you; but tarry in the city of Jerusalem until you are endued with power from on high."

Acts 2:38
B. how? Spirit came, taught death, burial and resurrection.
Acts 2: 22"Men of Israel, hear these words: Jesus of Nazareth, a Man attested by God to you by miracles, wonders, and signs which God did through Him in your midst, as you yourselves also know-- 23Him, being delivered by the determined purpose and foreknowledge of God, you have taken by lawless hands, have crucified, and put to death; 24whom God raised up, having loosed the pains of death, because it was not possible that He should be held by it.”
This is the gospel that saves.
1 Corinthians 15: 1Moreover, brethren, I declare to you the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received and in which you stand, 2by which also you are saved, if you hold fast that word which I preached to you--unless you believed in vain. 3For I delivered to you first of all that which I also received: that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4and that He was buried, and that He rose again the third day according to the Scriptures,

C. with what effect?
1. When people believed, they did not think they were saved! Acts 2:37
2. Why not? They knew they must do the will of God!
Matt.7:21
Hebrews 5: 8though He was a Son, yet He learned obedience by the things which He suffered. 9And having been perfected, He became the author of eternal salvation to all who obey Him,

D. What is His will? Acts 2:38 “repent and be baptized”
E. Any exceptions? “each of you” “everyone of you” (Acts 2:38)
F. What blessings? “remission of sins and gift of Holy Spirit”
G. Result? Added to the church. Acts 2:41-47
41Then those who gladly received his word were baptized; and that day about three thousand souls were added to them. 42And they continued steadfastly in the apostles' doctrine and fellowship, in the breaking of bread, and in prayers. 43Then fear came upon every soul, and many wonders and signs were done through the apostles. 44Now all who believed were together, and had all things in common, 45and sold their possessions and goods, and divided them among all, as anyone had need. 46So continuing daily with one accord in the temple, and breaking bread from house to house, they ate their food with gladness and simplicity of heart, 47praising God and having favor with all the people. And the Lord was adding to their number day by day those who were being saved.
VI. BUT WHO EVER ASKED THAT QUESTION IN NEW TESTAMENT TIMES?

A. Did the Pentecostians? Did they say, when Peter told them to repent and be baptized, “Why can’t we be saved like the thief?” Of course not!
use as many more examples of conversion in Acts as time and prudence would indicate, ending with …
B. Saul, blind, miserable, hungry, and as Ananias said, “arise, and be baptized, and wash away your sins,” (Acts 22:16) Paul answered, “You old Campbellite, can’t I be saved like the thief on the cross?”
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