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STUDY TO BE APPROVED

INTRODUCTION

A. Our subject is found in 2 Tim.2:15 kjv Study to shew thyself approved unto God, …
nasb Be diligent to present yourself approved to God …
rsv Do your best to present yourself to God as one approved, …
twentieth century nt Do your utmost to show yourself true to God, …
1. Studying God’s word is, therefore, just a segment of all the things involved in giving diligence or doing our best.

2. A person could study and still lack giving diligence. However, if one studies with the idea of being approved of God, one will put forth all effort to meet God’s favor.

B. The Apostle Peter tells us to add knowledge 2 Pet.1:5 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge;
1. If a Christian fails to add knowledge or any of the other graces that Peter names, he “… is blind or short-sighted,…” (“cannot see afar off” kjv)  (v.9).

2. In 2 Pet.3:18 the apostle writes

but grow in the grace and knowledge of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ. …
C. It is only through a thorough study of the Bible that we can learn what God expects and requires of us.

Only through this medium can we learn the way to walk with God, please Him and meet His approval.

1. But some cannot appreciate the Bible or properly understand its teachings.

a. They may not have the intellectual capacity to understand.

b. They may approach it in an improper manner.

c. They may have the wrong attitude toward it.

THINGS THAT HINDER

AND

THINGS THAT HELP
IN STUDYING THE BIBLE

I. FIRST, LET US NOTICE SOME THINGS THAT HINDER BIBLE STUDY

A. Reading without intending or expecting to understand the Bible.

1. Reading from a sense of duty. Many have read the Bible through several times because of this sense of duty, yet know very little. They read but don’t study.

2. Reading irregularly and without any system.

Some read wherever the Bible happens to open.

3. Reading only favorite passages.

B. Studying to try to prove preconceived notions.

Doctrines are assumed and then proof is sought.

(If this is done with an unbiased mind, one might prove himself wrong.) But…

We should search the Scriptures and let them formulate our doctrine.

C. Making the Bible a book of wonders.

1. Quaint texts, strange questions are searched out.

quaint – adjective – 1. Odd, especially in an old-fashioned way: … 2. Unfamiliar or unusual in character; strange: …The American Heritage Dictionary of the English Language, Third Edition
2. Brother Warnock says there are some who advocate there is a passage that will stop bleeding if read over the one wounded.

D. Interpreting from evil motives.

1. Try to justify drinking – Matt.15:11 "Not what enters into the mouth defiles the man, but what proceeds out of the mouth, this defiles the man."
1 Tim.5:23 No longer drink water exclusively, but use a little wine for the sake of your stomach and your frequent ailments.
2. Uphold division or sectarianism –
Mark 9:38-40 John said to Him, "Teacher, we saw someone casting out demons in Your name, and we tried to hinder him because he was not following us." 39But Jesus said, "Do not hinder him, for there is no one who shall perform a miracle in My name, and be able soon afterward to speak evil of Me. 40For he who is not against us is for us.”

Acts 15:36-41 And after some days Paul said to Barnabas, "Let us return and visit the brethren in every city in which we proclaimed the word of the Lord, and see how they are." 37And Barnabas was desirous of taking John, called Mark, along with them also. 38But Paul kept insisting that they should not take him along who had deserted them in Pamphylia and had not gone with them to the work. 39And there arose such a sharp disagreement that they separated from one another, and Barnabas took Mark with him and sailed away to Cyprus. 40But Paul chose Silas and departed, being committed by the brethren to the grace of the Lord. 41And he was traveling through Syria and Cilicia, strengthening the churches.
II. THINGS THAT WILL HELP IN STUDYING THE BIBLE

A. Mental Industry. In other words, searching the Scriptures and meditating upon them.

1. Disciples inquired about the meaning of parables, they wanted to learn and were willing to put forth the effort.
Luke 8:9 And His disciples began questioning Him as to what this parable might be.
2. Beareans searched the Scriptures. (Acts 17:11)

3. We can’t learn the Bible by a casual reading any more than a student can learn to play the piano by spasmodic practice.

B. A desire to know and do the truth.

1. Note: John 7:17 "If any man is willing to do His will, he shall know of the teaching, whether it is of God, or whether I speak from Myself.”
2 Thess.2:7-12 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way. 8And then that lawless one will be revealed whom the Lord will slay with the breath of His mouth and bring to an end by the appearance of His coming; 9that is, the one whose coming is in accord with the activity of Satan, with all power and signs and false wonders, 10and with all the deception of wickedness for those who perish, because they did not receive the love of the truth so as to be saved. 11And for this reason God will send upon them a deluding influence so that they might believe what is false, 12in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.
2. Jesus also said, Matt.7:7 "… seek, and you shall find; …”
3. If a person has no concern or love for the truth, he will learn very little Bible.

4. Again, brother Warnock tells of a lady who once said that she had read the Bible through many times to see if there was something God had commanded that she had overlooked. This is the kind of attitude that all should possess.

C. Good common sense.

1. Good common sense should tell people that we are no longer under the Law of Moses.

2. Common sense tells us there are no miracles today.

3. By common sense we know that the Lord’s Supper isn’t literally His flesh and blood.

D. Aids to Bible Study

1. Different translations.

a. Some contain anglicized words.

anglicize: 2: to adapt (a foreign word or phrase) to English usage; esp: to borrow into English without alteration of form or spelling and with or without change in pronunciation” (webster’s ninth new collegiate dictionary)
b. Some words are incorrectly translated.

c. Many words have become obsolete or have changed in their meaning. (see chart)

2. A knowledge of words, contemporaneous history, Bible geography and customs of the day will give us a little better insight into the Bible.

a. When I was poor and had only a Bible, I used the center references

– must be careful, man put that in there!
b. Now use W.E.Vine, Thayer, Bible Dictionaries, Bible Atlas, Figures of Speech by Bullinger, Commentaries … anything wrong with that? If so, then quit using center reference and quit using tracts!

c. The word Easter (Acts 12:4) is elsewhere always translated Passover.  If you knew that is what it meant, how did you know it? kjv text only? How easy to pick up Vine’s Expository Dictionary of Old and New Testament Words and read: “pascha…mistranslated ‘Easter’ in Acts 11:4, a.v., denotes the Passover (r.v.). The phrase ‘after the Passover’ signifies after the whole festival was at an end. The term Easter is not of Christian origin. …” (2:14)
d. What the word quaternions in the same verse (Acts 12:4)?

e. Love in John 21:15-17. How much more meaning the passage takes on for us when we learn the meaning of the words translated love! Jesus asks, “lovest thou me” and Peter answers, “Yea, Lord; thou knowest that I love thee.” But Peter is grieved when Jesus asks him the third time! Why? Because Jesus had been asking about Peter’s love using the word that refers to the highest kind of love, agape (see John 3:16) while Peter was answering using the word more closely in meaning to friend (phileo)! When Jesus used the same word Peter used, Peter was grieved! Is it wrong to have the books (even commentaries) that explain such things as this?

E. Expect to Understand the Bible. Many approach the Bible with the feeling that it is a mystery and cannot be understood by the common mind.
Eph.3:3-4 that by revelation there was made known to me the mystery, as I wrote before in brief. And by referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ,
Eph.5:17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.
John 8:32 “and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."
III. BENEFITS DERIVED FROM BIBLE STUDY

A. The child of God is Equipped For Every Good Work. 2Tim. 3:16-17
All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate, equipped for every good work.

B. Food is provided for the soul. 1Pet. 2:1-2
Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,

1. Lay aside the carnal appetite (v.1) and desire the word that we may grow.

2. Christians are expected to grow to maturity,

but this growth can only be experienced by feasting upon the Word of God.
Heb.5:12-14 For though by this time you ought to be teachers, you have need again for someone to teach you the elementary principles of the oracles of God, and you have come to need milk and not solid food. 13For everyone who partakes only of milk is not accustomed to the word of righteousness, for he is a babe. 14But solid food is for the mature, who because of practice have their senses trained to discern good and evil.

C. We are enabled to see ourselves as God sees us.

1. The Bible is a mirror to the soul. (Cf. James 1:23)

a. It is a perfect mirror (v.25) and so gives a true perspective.

2. The Bible mirror shows the ills of the soul.

a. The reprobate can look into the mirror and see condemnation. (Gal.5:19-21)
b. The lukewarm Christians can see they are repulsive in Heaven’s sight (Rev.3:16)
c. When we find sin on our soul, we must repent.

3. We should use this mirror often and regularly.

a. Isn’t it a fact that we look into a literal mirror the first thing in the morning and the last thing at night and many times between?

b. Can we afford to look into the gospel mirror for only a few minutes once a week or once a month?

D. Stabilizes us doctrinally. Eph.4:14
As a result, we are no longer to be children, tossed here and there by waves, and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by the trickery of men, by craftiness in deceitful scheming;
1. Error thrives on ignorance.

a. Jesus said to the Sadducees, (Matt.22:29)
"You are mistaken, not understanding the Scriptures, or the power of God.
b. One of the causes of departures from the truth among God’s people today is an ignorance of the issues before us. Such has always been the case.

c. God said of Israel through His prophet Hosea,

“My people are destroyed for lack of knowledge. …” (4:6)
2. Great is the need for brethren to learn what the Bible teaches on the church, its nature, organization, mission and worship.

E. Protect us from falling away from the Lord through temptation.

1. Jesus met every temptation of the devil with the expression, (Matt.4:7,10) “It is written…”

2. David wrote, “Thy word I have treasured in my heart, That I may not sin against Thee.” Psalm 119:11
3. Peter gives seven things we are to add to our faith, among them knowledge, and says,
“…for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble;”

F. The Christian cannot obey God without a knowledge of His word.

1. God says, “Preach the Gospel” but one cannot preach it without first knowing it.

2. The Bible states: 1 Pet.3:15 but sanctify Christ as Lord in your hearts, always being ready to make a defense to everyone who asks you to give an account for the hope that is in you, yet with gentleness and reverence;
Giving an answer for our hope requires knowledge.

3. Jude wrote, v.3 …contend earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints.
G. A study of the Bible prepares us for the judgment.

1. The word will build us up and give us an inheritance Acts 20:32
"And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.”

2. The word will judge us in the last day. (John 12:48) Many will be surprised in the day of judgment to learn that God demanded certain things of them and about which they knew nothing. All of this may be avoided by studying the Word.

Conclusion
Entirely too much depends on Bible study for us to neglect it. May we give attendance to reading and take to heart the words of God to Israel, Deut.6:6 

"And these words, which I am commanding you today, shall be on your heart; and you shall teach them diligently to your sons and shall talk of them when you sit in your house and when you walk by the way and when you lie down and when you rise up.”
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