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Homosexuality: Strange Flesh

Introduction

I. In my lifetime alone, homosexuality has gone from near universal condemnation to general acceptance. While 99 percent of people continue to be heterosexual, a clear majority of Americans either are willing to tolerate homosexuality or to accept it as normal. This trend is reflected, of course, in the sewer of popular culture, but more and more in our greater institutions, government, family and the church.

II. Recently, Canada and a couple of states here in America have signaled a willingness to grant homosexuals the right to marry one another. The Supreme Court of the United States has upheld the unnatural and physically dangerous practice of homosexual sex as lawful and valid. Homosexual adoptions have introduced a generation to a new, bizarre definition of family. And now denominational churches are falling over themselves to water down both the bible and their creeds regarding homosexuality. Some denominations are splitting over the issue while others are rushing to ordain homosexual bishops and solemnize homosexual unions.

III. How did we get here? It took time and patience for evil to wax worse and worse and evil is not satisfied yet. Some may wonder how long it will be before some churches of Christ begin to debate homosexuality. It is already happening on the fringes of liberalism, but in the lifetimes of our children, it will likely become as contentious an issue as any other. That is, unless God decides He has seen enough.

I. Sexual Morality

A. Homosexuality Is Always Immoral

1. Although our society has cheapened the blessing of sex and turned it into something dirty and profane, God is the creator of the sexual relationship, in terms of its natural science and its emotional power

a. The Garden of Eden was His laboratory, in which He observed the habits of His animal kingdom, seeing that His work was good

b. Then: Gen.2:15-20
15Then the Lord God took the man and put him into the garden of Eden to cultivate it and keep it. 16The Lord God commanded the man, saying, “From any tree of the garden you may eat freely; 17but from the tree of the knowledge of good and evil you shall not eat, for in the day that you eat from it you will surely die.” 18Then the Lord God said, “It is not good for the man to be alone; I will make him a helper suitable for him.” 19Out of the ground the Lord God formed every beast of the field and every bird of the sky, and brought them to the man to see what he would call them; and whatever the man called a living creature, that was its name. 20The man gave names to all the cattle, and to the birds of the sky, and to every beast of the field, but for Adam there was not found a helper suitable for him.
c. The answer to God’s search for a comparable companion signals to man what is natural and blessed in God’s sight; it is not a dog, cat or other animal, and it is not another man: Gen.2:21-25
21So the Lord God caused a deep sleep to fall upon the man, and he slept; then He took one of his ribs and closed up the flesh at that place. 22The Lord God fashioned into a woman the rib which He had taken from the man, and brought her to the man. 23The man said, “This is now bone of my bones, And flesh of my flesh; She shall be called Woman, Because she was taken out of Man.” 24For this reason a man shall leave his father and his mother, and be joined to his wife; and they shall become one flesh. 25And the man and his wife were both naked and were not ashamed.
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2. Eve, woman, was God’s answer to the search for a proper companion for man and they were joined together emotionally, naturally and sexually so that the earth could be populated

a. Both animal and man were and are unnatural companions, for the race cannot be sustained except through the union of man and woman

b. Jesus recognized the logic of all this when He contended with the Pharisees about divorce
c. Naturally, a sexual relationship can only reach its full potential between comparable beings with complimentary minds and bodies, and only within a sanctified relationship: Heb.13:4
Marriage is to be held in honor among all, and the marriage bed is to be undefiled; for fornicators and adulterers God will judge.
d. Homosexual behavior is fornication or adultery, in addition to being its own category of sin

B. Homosexuality Oppresses By Filthy Conduct

1. Yet it seems as if the world and even a large number of alleged Christians are expressing tolerance and even acceptance of homosexuality

a. Our television programs and movies are filled with such images and our leaders hasten to identify themselves as open-minded on the subject, not wanting to alienate a voting bloc

On the Bravo Channel – Boy Meets Boy and Queer Eye For The Straight Guy


b. In recent years, the homosexual struggle for being embraced has been accorded the status of the civil rights movement, staining the memory of a noble battle for equality among the races

c. Homosexual is not a race and its behavior is clearly a choice, and a demonstrably unnatural and sinful one

2. We, like Lot, are oppressed by the godlessness that surrounds us:

2 Peter 2:4-8 4For if God did not spare angels when they sinned, but cast them into hell and committed them to pits of darkness, reserved for judgment; 5and did not spare the ancient world, but preserved Noah, a preacher of righteousness, with seven others, when He brought a flood upon the world of the ungodly; 6and if He condemned the cities of Sodom and Gomorrah to destruction by reducing them to ashes, having made them an example to those who would live ungodly lives thereafter; 7and if He rescued righteous Lot, oppressed by the sensual conduct of unprincipled men 8(for by what he saw and heard that righteous man, while living among them, felt his righteous soul tormented day after day by their lawless deeds),

a. Peter calls the deeds of the Sodomites lawless and accuses them of filthy conduct

b. Taking that cue, Jude cuts deeper: Jude 6-7
6And angels who did not keep their own domain, but abandoned their proper abode, He has kept in eternal bonds under darkness for the judgment of the great day, 7just as Sodom and Gomorrah and the cities around them, since they in the same way as these indulged in gross immorality and went after strange flesh, are exhibited as an example in undergoing the punishment of eternal fire.
3. The Sodomites were engaged in sexual immorality, defined by a fetish for “strange flesh”: Gen. 19:1-13

a. Sodom and Gomorrah were destroyed because of the prevalence of homosexuality

C. Homosexuality: An Abomination

1. Homosexuality is an unnatural perversion of the procreative and emotional blessing of sex

a. It is always pursued outside a sanctified marital relationship and can never result in adding fruit to the earth’s population

b. Homosexuality is tied to emotional imbalance and is physically dangerous; the aids epidemic is due in no small part to homosexual relationships
2. God does not deem homosexuality a sin in order to punish a certain group of people arbitrarily, but because it is so dangerous and unfruitful
a. It is classed with adultery, incest and bestiality in the law of Moses:
Lev. 18:1-5 Then the Lord spoke to Moses, saying, 2“Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, ‘I am the Lord your God. 3You shall not do what is done in the land of Egypt where you lived, nor are you to do what is done in the land of Canaan where I am bringing you; you shall not walk in their statutes. 4You are to perform My judgments and keep My statutes, to live in accord with them; I am the Lord your God. 5So you shall keep My statutes and My judgments, by which a man may live if he does them; I am the Lord.

22 ‘You shall not lie with a male as one lies with a female; it is an abomination.
24-29 ‘Do not defile yourselves by any of these things; for by all these the nations which I am casting out before you have become defiled. 25For the land has become defiled, therefore I have brought its punishment upon it, so the land has spewed out its inhabitants. 26But as for you, you are to keep My statutes and My judgments and shall not do any of these abominations, neither the native, nor the alien who sojourns among you 27(for the men of the land who have been before you have done all these abominations, and the land has become defiled); 28so that the land will not spew you out, should you defile it, as it has spewed out the nation which has been before you. 29For whoever does any of these abominations, those persons who do so shall be cut off from among their people.’

b. All these sexual perversions challenge the order that God ordained on earth in the garden; they ruined the nations that preceded Israel in Palestine and they played a part in ruining Israel

c. Today, they are playing a role in ruining America

II. The Law of Christ

A. Against Vile Passions

1. Again, I invite those who are mature to ponder the fact that homosexuality is physically unnatural, as two like-gender bodies are incompatible with one another: Rom. 1:18-28
a. Even without a Bible, it is evident in practice that homosexuality is an unnatural perversion

b. With a Bible, we learn that it is also an act of dishonor and shame

2. The physical and emotional consequences of homosexuality are termed the penalty of error that was due
3. With only this one passage, it is impossible to argue that somewhere between Malachi and Matthew, God changed His mind about homosexuality and declared it good

a. Because God blesses sex only within marriage and defines marriage as between a man and a woman, homosexual behavior will always be sinful, no matter what the courts and creeds proclaim

b. God’s will in the New Testament is not amendable, even as society becomes more regressive and tolerant, clarifying its values and reinterpreting the Bible to fit

B. Grace Is Offered

1. Although the bible openly condemns homosexual behavior, it also offers homosexuals an unprecedented potential for grace and acceptance by God

a. No sin is so heinous or infamous that God cannot forgive one who is genuinely penitent; the answer to the homosexual question is to preach repentance, not tolerance

b. The disciples of Christ are summoned, not to persecute and condemn the homosexual, but to reach out to him with the saving grace of a Redeemer Who can change habits and restrain sinful desires

2. In reality, homosexuality is just another in a list of rebellions that separate man from God and man can be saved out of any of them

3. He cannot, however, be saved in them: 1Cor.6:9-11
9Or do you not know that the unrighteous will not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 10nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, will inherit the kingdom of God. 11Such were some of you; but you were washed, but you were sanctified, but you were justified in the name of the Lord Jesus Christ and in the Spirit of our God.
a. The Greek words translated as homosexuals and sodomites in the New King James Version and effeminate and abusers of themselves with mankind in the old King James Version are much more descriptive and undeniable in the original tongue

1) Homosexual or effeminate comes from the Greek word malakoi ((((((((), which literally means “soft.” Thayer says it is used “... in a bad sense ...” here, meaning “... effeminate, of a catamite, a male who submits his body to unnatural lewdness ...”

2) Sodomy or abusers of themselves with mankind is from the Greek arsenokoitai (((((((((((((), which Thayer explains as “one who lies with a male as with a female, a sodomite ...”

b. Not only is the sin of homosexuality condemned, but it is described in such precise terms so as to eliminate any confusion of the truth

4. Just as importantly, though, the apostle wrote that some members of the Corinthian church had been engaged in sins like this but they were washed, sanctified, justified and consequently were forgiven!

Conclusion
There is no evidence that homosexuals are born that way, but even that would not change the fact that they must control their desires, just as an angry man must control his. Homosexuals can be saved out of sin.
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