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IS YOUR NAME WRITTEN IN HEAVEN?
TEXT: Luke 10:20 “Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.”
INTRODUCTION
A. Some expressions are so unusual [or applicable, or useable] that once they are heard, they are not easily forgotten.
Psalms 56:8 NKJV You number my wanderings; Put my tears into Your bottle; Are they not in Your book?
Matthew 10: NKJV 29Are not two sparrows sold for a copper coin? And not one of them falls to the ground apart from your Father's will. 30But the very hairs of your head are all numbered.

Psalms 23:4 NKJV Yea, though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death, I will fear no evil; For You are with me; Your rod and Your staff, they comfort me.

B. Our text and its explanation.
The seventy that Jesus had sent out came back rejoicing that the demons were subject to them (Luke10:17). Jesus tells them, “Nevertheless do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven.” (v.20)
There may be several reasons for not rejoicing in this, amongst which may be that “...it would be dangerous. Matt.7:22 shows that one may even prophesy, cast out devils, and do wonderful things and yet be lost. It is not the exercise of some [miracle] that saves but this fact that our names are written in the book of life. [Emp. mine, LAB] Casting out ever so many [demons] does not insure our own escape from the devil. [Even Judas, who betrayed our Lord, had this power! Luke 9:l] This joy may lead to pride, to false notions of merit, and to other dangers to ourselves.” (Lenskir p.584)
The important thing is whether or not our name is written in heaven!
I. THERE IS A RECORD IN HEAVEN
Luke10:20 “...rejoice that your names are recorded in heaven.”
Phil.4:3 “...fellow-workers, whose names are in the book of life.”
Phil.3:20 “For our citizenship is in heaven,...”
Heb.12:23 “to the general assembly and church of the first-born who are enrolled in heaven,...”
Rev.20:15 “And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life,...”
II. THE IMPORTANCE OF HAVING ONE’S NAME ENROLLED IN HEAVEN
A. With many, it is important to be enrolled in “Who’s Who” or on a church roll or perhaps even in a history book. Or, even just get one’s name in the local newspaper!
B. Since all men will be either in Heaven or Hell, the importance of having one’s name enrolled in heaven can be seen by considering a contrast between the company, the condition of, and the duration of Heaven and Hell.
THE COMPANY
A. Heaven:
1. God, Christ and the Holy Spirit, Revelation 21:23 NKJV The city had no need of the sun or of the moon to shine in it, for the glory of God illuminated it. The Lamb is its light.

2. Paul and other Bible characters, 2 Timothy 4:18 NKJV  And the Lord will deliver me from every evil work and preserve me for His heavenly kingdom. To Him be glory forever and ever. Amen!

3. Others, Hebrews 12:22-23 NKJV  But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, to an innumerable company of angels, to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are registered in heaven, to God the Judge of all, to the spirits of just men made perfect,

B. Hell:
1. Satan, Rev.20:10, “And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone,...”
2. The false prophet
Rev.20:10 “...where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tornented day and night forever and ever.”
Rev.19:20 “And the beast was sized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone.”
3. Fearful, liars, etc., Rev.20:8 “But for the cowardly and unbelieving and abominable and murderers and immoral persons and sorcerers and idolaters and all liars, their part will be in the lake that burns with fire and brimstone, which is the second death.”
a) If you were buying a house, would you buy one with neighbors like those in Heaven or Hell? Apply that to eternityl
THE CONDITION
A. Heaven:
1. Rest
Heb.4:9 ”There remains therefore a Sabbath rest for the people of God.”
2 Thess.1:7-9 “and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels...”
2. Joy
Matt.25:23 “His master said to him, ‘Well done, good and faithful slave; you were faithful with a few things, I will put you in charge of many things; enter into the joy of your master.’”
Rev.21:3-4 “And I heard a loud voice from the throne, saying, ‘Behold, the tabernacle of God is among men, and He shall dwell among them, and they shall be His peoples, and God Himself shall be among them, and He shall wipe away every tear from their eyes; and there shall no longer be any death; there shall no longer be any mourning, or crying, or pain: the first things have passed away.’“
3. Life - Matt.25:46 “...the righteous into eternal life.”
4. Worship, Rev.7:15 “For this reason, they are before the throne of God; and they serve Him day and night in His temple; and He who sits on the throne shall spread His tabernacle over them.”
Rev.22:1-3 “And he showed me a river of the water of life, clear as crystal, coming from the throne of God and of the Lamb, in the middle of its street. And on either side of the river was the tree of life, bearing twelve kinds of fruit, yielding its fruit every month; and the leaves of the tree were for the healing of the nations. And there shall no longer be any curse; and the throne of God and of the Lamb shall be in it, and His bond-servants shall serve Him;”
5. Immortal body
I John 3:1-2 “See how great a love the Father has bestowed upon us, that we should be called children of God; and such we are. For this reason the world does not know us, because it did not know Him. Beloved, now we are children of God, and it has not appeared as yet what we shall be. We know that, if He should appear, we shall be like Him, because we shall see Him just as He is.”
Phil.3:20-21 “For our citizenship is in heaven, from which also we eagerly wait for a Savior, the Lord Jesus Christ; who will transform the body of our humble state into conformity with the body of His glory (Or, His glorious body), by the exertion of the power that He has even to subject all things to Himself.”
B. Hell: 1. Lake of fire, Rev.20:15 “And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.”
2. Unquenchable fire, Mark 9:43 “And if your hand causes you to stumble, cut it off; it is better for you to enter life crippled, than having your two hands, to go into hell, into the unquenchable fire.”
3. Torment, Rev.14:11 “And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever; and they have no rest day and night, those who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.”
4. Wailing, Matthew 13:42 NKJV and will cast them into the furnace of fire. There will be wailing and gnashing of teeth.
 Matt.8:12 “but the sons of the kingdom shall be cast out into the outer darkness; in that place there shall be weeping and gnashing of teeth.”
5. Anguish, Rom.2:9 “There will be tribulation and distress for every soul of man who does evil, of the Jew first and also of the Greek,”
THE DURATION
A. Heaven – Matt.25:46 “...but the righteous into eternal life.”
B. Hell
Matt.25:46 “And these will go away into eternal punishment,...11
Rev.14:11 “And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever; and they have no rest day and night, those who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.”
III. HOW TO GET YOUR NAME WRITTEN IN HEAVEN
A. Not by goodness only. Cornelius.
Must be born again, John 3:3-5 “Jesus answered and said to him, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the kingdom of God.’ Nicodemus said to Him, ‘How can a man be born when he is old? He cannot enter a second time into his mother’s womb and be born, can he?’ Jesus answered, ‘Truly, truly, I say to you, unless one is born of water and the Spirit, he cannot enter into the kingdom of God.’“
B. Not by merely being religious.
1. The false prophet and his followers
Rev.14:10-11 “And another angel, a third one, followed them, saying with a loud voice, ‘If any one worships the beast and his image, and receives a mark on his forehead or upon his hand, he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger; and he will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb.’“
Rev.19:20 “And the beast was sized, and with him the false prophet who performed the signs in his presence, by which he deceived those who had received the mark of the beast and those who worshiped his image; these two were thrown alive into the lake of fire which burns with brimstone.”
2. Vain worshippers
Matt.15:7-9 “You hypocrites, rightly did Isaiah prophesy of you, saying, ‘This people honors Me with their lips, But their heart is far away from Me. But in vain do they worship Me, Teaching as their doctrines the precepts of men.’“
Psalms 127:1 NKJV Unless the LORD builds the house, They labor in vain who build it; Unless the LORD guards the city, The watchman stays awake in vain.

C. Just talking or thinking about it won’t put it there, Matt.7:21 “Not every one who says to Me, ‘Lord, Lord,’ will enter the kingdom of heaven; but he who does the will of My father, who is in heaven.”
D. Obedience to Christ.
1. We can be “written among the righteous” (Psalm 69:28).
2. Righteousness today is by the gospel, Rom.1:16-17 “For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to every one who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, ‘BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH.’“
3. We are to obey the gospel, 2 Thess.1:7-9 “and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. And these will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,”
4. Christ is the author of eternal salvation to those who obey Him
Heb.5:8-9 “although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered: and having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation;”
Rev.22:14 “Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city.”
5. Compare Rev.1:5 “and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first-born of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us, and released us from our sins by His blood,”
AND Acts 22:16 “And now why do you delay? Arise, and be baptized, and wash away your sins, calling on His name.”
Compare Rev.14:9-12 “And another angel, a third one, followed them, saying with a loud voice, ‘If any one worships the beast and his image, and receives a mark on his forehead or upon his hand, he also will drink of the wine of the wrath of God, which is mixed in full strength in the cup of His anger; and he will be tormented with fire and brimstone in the presence of the holy angels and in the presence of the Lamb. And the smoke of their torment goes up forever and ever; and they have no rest day and night, those who worship the beast and his image, and whoever receives the mark of his name.’ Here is the perseverance of the saints who keep the commandments of God and their faith in Jesus.”
AND Gal.3:26-27 “For ye are all the children of God by faith in Christ Jesus. For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.”
IV. YOUR NAME CAN BE BLOTTED OUT OF THE BOOK
A. In Moses’ day, Ex.32:33 “And the Lord said to Moses, ‘Whoever has sinned against Me, I will blot him out of My book.’”
B. N.T. teaching
Rev.3:4-5 “‘But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in white; for they are worthy. He who overcomes shall thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My father, and before His angels.’”
2 Pet.1:10-11 “Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.”
C. Some things that can cause names to be blotted out.
1. Failing to overcome, Rev.3:5 “He who overcomes shall thus be clothed in white garments; and I will not erase his name from the book of life, and I will confess his name before My Father, and before His angels.”
2. Worldliness, 1 John 2:15ff (“Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If any one loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world. And the world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God abides forever.”)
3. Lukewarmness, Rev.3:16 “So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth.”
CONCLUSION
A. If your name has never been written in Heaven, now is the time to get it written there!
B. If it once was, but has been blotted out, correct this now!
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