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Larry: This is the lesson I spoke about. The general theme was delivered by Wayne Walker two weeks ago by request, and has been adapted by me.  –Harold Carnes, elder of the Caprock Church of Christ, August 2007
Adapted from a lesson by Wayne Walker (The Affton church makes its plans to dissolve by year end.)
THE LOCAL CHURCH TREASURY
TEXT: Joshua 6:17-19
Introduction
During Old Testament times, God's people had a treasury into which things that were dedicated to the Lord and His service were donated. In our text, after they'd marched around the city of Jericho on the seventh day for the seventh time that day, Joshua was giving the Israelites God's instructions for what to do when the walls fell.

Joshua 6: 17And the city shall be devoted to Jehovah, it and all in it. Only Rahab the harlot shall live, she and all with her in the house, because she hid the messengers that we sent. 18And you surely shall keep clear of the cursed thing, lest you make yourselves cursed when you take of the cursed things, and make the camp of Israel a curse, and trouble it. 19But all the silver and gold, and vessels of bronze and iron, are devoted to Jehovah. They shall come into the treasury of Jehovah. 

Almost all churches today, of every stripe, have a treasury into which funds are put from various sources and out of which they're spent for various purposes. Is this practice in harmony with scriptural teaching, and if so, are there any requirements to be found in God's pattern for the church and its work in the New Testament which govern the local church treasury?
We want to ask 3 questions that will help us determine God's will in this matter:
I. Is there authority for having a treasury in the local church?
A. Some have answered this question negatively, but I believe the scriptures support a positive response. There are examples:

Acts 2: 44And all who believed were together and had all things common. 45And they sold their possessions and goods and distributed them to all, according as anyone had need.

Acts 4: 34For neither was anyone needy among them, for as many as were owners of lands or houses sold them and brought the prices of the things that were sold, 35and they laid them down at the apostles' feet. And distribution was made to every man according as he had need. 36And Joses, who was surnamed Barnabas by the apostles (which is, being translated, The son of consolation), a Levite, a Cypriot by race, 37a field being his, selling it, he bore the proceeds and placed them at the apostles' feet.
(notice they didn't just sell their possessions and give the money directly to the poor saints, although that would be all right; they sold their goods and brought the proceeds to a specific place—the apostles' feet, thus collecting the funds together in a treasury); in fact:
Acts 5: 1And a certain man named Ananias, with Sapphira his wife, sold a possession. 2And he kept back part of the price, his wife also knowing, and brought a certain part and laid it at the apostles' feet. 3But Peter said, Ananias, why has Satan filled your heart for you to lie to the Holy Spirit, and to keep back part of the price of the land? 4While it remained, was it not your own? And after it was sold, was it not in your own authority? Why have you conceived this thing in your heart? You have not lied to men, but to God. 

--as long as Ananias and Sapphira kept the land or the money, it was under their control; but this implies that once they put it in the common fund of the community of believers, it was no longer their own – difference between what's mine and what's the church's

 B. We have a command: 

1 Cor. 16: 1Now concerning the collection for the saints, as I have given orders to the churches of Galatia, so you must do also. 2On the first day of the week let each of you lay something aside, storing up as he may prosper, that there may be no collections when I come. 
nkjv says "lay something aside," but the old kjv is really more accurate, "lay by in store." The verb means "to gather and lay up ... to keep in store." Some say that this just means to store up at home until needed, but that goes against the very purpose for which Paul told them to do this, that there be no collections – that is going around to each home to collect what has been stored up – when he comes.
The noun form of this same word means "the place in which goods and precious things are collected and laid up ... storehouse, repository." Basically, what Paul is telling them is that on the first day of the week, when the congregation was customarily assembled according to God's word, each Christian was – and still is  – to put his collection into the treasury of the local church.
While this passage is in a specific context that talks about a collection for needy saints, it's the only passage in the nt that deals with how a church may scripturally collect the funds that's needed for its work —
The freewill offerings of the members on the first day of the week.

Churches which sell products, charge for services, rent property out, canvass the community for donations, or take up collections at every service are not following the scriptural pattern.

 C. We have a necessary inference: 

2 Cor.9: 6But I say this, He who sows sparingly shall also reap sparingly, and he who sows bountifully shall also reap bountifully. 7Each one, as he purposes in his heart, let him give; not of grief, or of necessity, for God loves a cheerful giver. 

It's quite clear--Christians are to give. But give to what? This passage isn't talking about giving to the Red Cross, or the Cancer Society, or the Heart Fund, or the Lung Association, or even what individual Christians might give to other people.
It's in a context that's discussing the work of the church to provide benevolence for needy saints, so the only conclusion that can be safely reached is that it's referring to giving into the treasury of the local church. So there's ample authority--approved apostolic example, direct command, and necessary inference--for a local church to have a treasury.
II. What are the Bible principles governing how a local church is to operate in general?
A. There are 3 basic principles that we need to understand.
To begin, God has revealed precisely what He wants His church to do: 

John 16: 7But I tell you the truth, it is expedient for you that I go away; for if I do not go away, the Comforter will not come to you. But if I depart, I will send Him to you. 8And when that One comes, He will convict the world concerning sin, and concerning righteousness, and concerning judgment. 9Concerning sin, because they do not believe on Me; 10concerning righteousness, because I go to My Father and you see Me no more; 11concerning judgment, because the ruler of this world is judged. 12I have yet many things to say to you, but you cannot bear them now. 13However, when He, the Spirit of Truth, has come, He will guide you into all truth. For He shall not speak of Himself, but whatever He hears, He shall speak. And He will announce to you things to come. 

 (He would give them all truth), 

1 Cor.2: 10But God has revealed them to us by His Spirit; for the Spirit searches all things, yea, the deep things of God. 11For who among men knows the things of a man except the spirit of man within him? So also no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. 12But we have not received the spirit of the world, but the Spirit from God, so that we might know the things that are freely given to us by God. 
 (He promised to reveal all truth and that's what He did)

B. Therefore, the church must do only that which God has revealed in His word: 

1 Cor. 4:6 Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively transferred to myself and Apollos for your sakes, that you might learn in us not to think beyond what is written, that none of you may be puffed up on behalf of one against the other.

Col. 3:17 And everything, whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks to God and the Father by Him. 

 2 Tim. 3: 16All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly furnished to every good work. 

 (Everything that God wants the church to do is authorized in the scriptures)

C. This leads to the conclusion that if anyone--whether individual or church--does that which God hasn't authorized in His word, they have transgressed His law: 

2 John 9Everyone transgressing and not abiding in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ, he has both the Father and the Son. 10If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house, nor speak a greeting to him. 11For he who speaks a greeting to him is partaker of his evil deeds. 

III. Then, how did local churches spend money in New Testament times under the guidance of the apostles?
A. We'll try to look at all the passages which detail how churches used the funds that were contributed by their members. We've already seen that one way is by providing benevolence for needy saints. We looked at passages in Acts 2 and 4; here are some others: 

 Acts 6: 1And in those days, the disciples having multiplied, a murmuring of the Hellenists against the Hebrews occurred, because their widows were overlooked in the daily serving. 2And the Twelve called near the multitude of the disciples and said, It is not pleasing to us, leaving the Word of God, to serve tables. 3Therefore, brothers, look out among you seven men being witnessed to, full of the Holy Spirit and wisdom, whom we may appoint over this duty. 4But we will give ourselves continually to prayer and to the ministry of the Word. 

Acts 11: 27-30 And in these days prophets from Jerusalem came to Antioch. :28 And one of them named Agabus stood up and signified by the Spirit that there should be great famine over the world (which also happened in the days of Claudius Caesar). :29 And the disciples, as any were prospered, determined each of them to send for ministry to those brothers who lived in Judea, :30 which they also did, sending to the elders by the hand of Barnabas and Saul. 
Rom.15: 25But now I am going to Jerusalem to minister to the saints. :26 For it has pleased those of Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor saints in Jerusalem. 27Truly it has pleased them, and they are their debtors. For if the nations have been made partakers of their spiritual things, their duty is also to minister to them in fleshly things. 28Therefore when I have completed this, and have sealed this fruit to them, I will come by you into Spain. 
2 Cor.8: 1And, brethren, we make known to you the grace of God which has been given among the churches of Macedonia; 2that in much testing of trouble, the overflowing of their joy, and the depth of their poverty, abounded to the riches of their generosity. 3For I testify that according to their ability, and beyond their ability; they gave willingly; 4with much beseeching, begging us that they might receive of us the grace and the fellowship of the ministry to the saints. 5And not as we hoped, but first they gave themselves to the Lord, and to us through the will of God, 

 2 Cor.9: 1For indeed regarding the ministry to the saints, it is not necessary for me to write to you. 2For I know your eagerness, of which I boast to Macedonia on your behalf, that Achaia was ready a year ago; and your zeal has aroused the greater number. 
 1 Tim.5: 16If any believing man or believing woman has widows, let them relieve them, and do not let the church be charged, so that it may relieve those who are widows indeed. 
What we see is that a local church used its own funds to take care of its own needy members, and in emergency situations one or more churches sent to another church which had needy members for whom it wasn't able to care by itself so it could provide for them.
What we don't see is a church setting up a separate institution, such as a widows' or orphans' home and asking other churches to donate to it.
We don't see one church setting itself up as a sponsoring church to receive funds from many churches for benevolent work in other places.
And we don't see the church providing general benevolence to people who aren't Christians. In every case, the recipients of benevolent funds from a local church were saints. 

Some think that they can see general benevolence in 3 passages: 

1. The first passage is: 

2 Cor.9: 12For the ministry of this service not only supplies the things lacking of the saints, but also multiplying through many thanksgivings to God, 13through the proof of this ministry they glorify God for your freely expressed submission to the gospel of Christ, and the generosity of the fellowship toward them and toward all, 

Sharing with them – saints, and with all men – non-saints; however the subject is supplying needs of saints, v.12, so the meaning is that the particular saints to whom the Corinthians had promised to help (i.e., in Jerusalem, 1 Cor.16:3) would glorify God for the Corinthians' sharing with them and with all men, i.e., other saints as well. Besides, the word "sharing" or distribution in the KJV is the word usually translated "fellowship" and implies a spiritual relationship. The church simply doesn't have a spiritual relationship with the people of this world! 

2. The 2nd passage is: 

Gal. 6:10 So then as we have time, let us work good toward all, especially toward those of the household of faith.

 --context shows that this is talking about individual responsibilities not church activities (cf relatives, v.1-9); individual Christians can do good to neighbors, and friends who aren't Christians, but the church is limited to providing benevolence for needy saints. 

3. And finally: 

Jas. 1.27 Pure religion and undefiled before God and the Father is this, to visit orphans and widows in their afflictions, and to keep oneself unspotted from the world. 

 --again, there's nothing in the context to indicate that this is talking about church activity but rather is discussing what an individual Christian is to do (keep oneself unspotted)

B. Another way that churches used funds that were contributed by their members was to provide support for those who give their full time to the preaching and teaching of the gospel: 

1 Cor.9:1-14 (This is a lengthy dissertation by Paul concerning support of those who labor in the gospel, which culminates in v.13-14)
13Do you not know that those who minister about holy things live of the things of the temple? And those attending the altar are partakers with the altar. 14Even so, the Lord ordained those announcing the gospel to live from the gospel.
2 Cor.11: 7Or did I commit sin in humbling myself that you might be exalted, because I preached the gospel of God to you without charge? 8I stripped other churches, taking wages for the serving of you. 
 Phil.4: 14-16 Yet you did well in sharing my troubles. :15 Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church communicated with me as regards giving and receiving, except you alone. :16 For even in Thessalonica you sent once and again to my necessity. 

1 Tim. 5: 17-18 Let the elders who rule well be counted worthy of double honor, especially those who labor in Word and doctrine. :18 For the Scripture says, "You shall not muzzle the ox treading out grain," and, "The laborer is worthy of his reward." 

What we see in these examples is that one or more churches paid wages directly to preachers and/or elders, either full or partial support. Also: 

1 Thess.1:8 For from you the Word of the Lord sounded out, not only in Macedonia and Achaia, but also in every place your faith toward God has gone out, so that we do not need to speak anything. 
1 Tim. 3:16 And without controversy great is the mystery of godliness: God was manifested in the flesh, justified in the Spirit, seen by angels, preached among nations, believed on in the world, and received up into glory. 
The church is to sound forth the word and be the pillar and ground of the truth; therefore may spend money to accomplish that, such as local radio or tv programs, newspaper articles, mail out bulletins, printing or purchasing tracts, and similar activities. 

What we don't see, again, is one church setting itself up as a sponsoring church for many other churches to send funds to it and it then send the funds on to a preacher--only time one church sent to another is giving benevolence to needy saints. Nor do we see any church sending funds to some other kind of organization for evangelism, whether it be a missionary society, nationwide radio and tv program, or international crusade. 

C. The other aspect of the church's work for which it would spend money would be for the edification of the saints: 

Eph.4: 11And truly He gave some to be apostles, and some to be prophets, and some to be evangelists, and some to be pastors and teachers, 12for the perfecting of the saints, for the work of the ministry, for the edifying of the body of Christ.
16 from whom the whole body, fitted together and compacted by that which every joint supplies, according to the effectual working in the measure of each part, producing the growth of the body to the edifying of itself in love. 
 1. Edifying involves spiritual building up through teaching God's word:

Matt. 28:19 Therefore go and teach all nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, 

— so the church could spend funds for whatever materials would be needed for teaching God's word, such as in Bible classes. 

 2. One way in which edification is done is through our worship together:

John 4:24 God is a spirit, and they who worship Him must worship in spirit and in truth. 

— so the church could spend funds for things needed for worship:
Acts 20:7 And on the first day of the week, the disciples having been assembled to break bread, being about to depart on the morrow, Paul reasoned to them. And he continued his speech until midnight. 
— buy bread and fruit of the vine; 

1 Cor.14:15 What is it then? I will pray with the spirit, and I will also pray with the mind; I will sing with the spirit, and I will also sing with the mind. 

 — buy songbooks). 

 3. Edification requires a place to assemble to accomplish it: 

Heb.10: 24and let us consider one another to provoke to love and to good works, 25not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as the manner of some is, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

--so the church could spend funds to build, buy, or rent and maintain a place to assemble for worship and edification. Other alternatives would be to meet in a private dwelling (Rom.16:3-5, the home of Priscilla and Aquila), or on public property such as by a river (Acts 16:13, as is the case at Philippi). The eventual problem with these include restrictions brought about by illness or absence of the owner, or weather conditions in the case of the riverside. 
What we don't see is the church providing funds or facilities for social, recreational, and entertainment activities which are sometimes erroneously claimed to be edification. We don't see churches offering secular education or making donations to institutions such as schools, colleges, and universities which provide secular education, even if it's along with Bible instruction.
Benevolence to needy saints, support of preaching and evangelism, and local edification--these are the activities which we can find authorized in the New Testament for local churches to use the funds contributed by the members. If there's any other authorized use for money from the local church treasury, I've yet to find it in God's word.

IV. Problems arising over ‘owned’ property.
Ownership also has some problems. What if the facility originally acquired or constructed no longer fits the need of the congregation? It either becomes too small for the membership, or it becomes too large. In the situation of a congregation becoming too large for the present facility, there is no prohibition of renovating, or selling the outgrown property and purchasing or constructing facilities suitable for their current and future needs.

The problem arises when a congregation becomes too small to be self sufficient and disbands altogether. When the unneeded facility is disposed of, what is to be the disposition of the sale price when there is no longer a congregation to assemble? I have heard of three different approaches:

1. Return the proceeds of the sale to the members of the congregation. There is no authority of this, since few of us would qualify as ‘needy saints’. Just as in the case of Ananias and Sapphira, once the contribution was made, it became ‘dedicated to the Lord’, and under His authority as to its use. 

2. Prior to the disbanding of the congregation, establish a trust fund dedicated to the providing of support for evangelists in difficult fields. But who would act as the trustees of such a trust – the former elders of the disbanded congregation? What is the difference in this arrangement and in many of the human institutions employed by the denominations, and many of the digressive churches of Christ.

3. Distribute the proceeds of the sale to other doctrinally sound congregations in this area.

At this time, I have no real clear solution. My first impulse would be to make distribution to the sound congregations of the area. Two of the three were originally part of Caprock – Indiana Avenue and Kings Ridge. Milwaukee Avenue was begun when a group left the Northside congregation when Northside went into digression in 1956, just one year after Caprock began.

Conclusion
Unfortunately, there are many congregations, even many in this very area, that wear the name "Church of Christ" but simply do not respect God's pattern regarding the use of funds from the local church treasury--they send money to outside benevolent institutions and offer benevolent help to non Christians; they participate in sponsoring church arrangements for supporting preachers and also help support para-church type organizations for evangelism; they provide recreation and entertainment which they call edification and make donations to institutions which also include secular education. Remember
2 John 9Whoever transgresses and does not abide in the doctrine of Christ does not have God. He who abides in the doctrine of Christ, he has both the Father and the Son. 10If anyone comes to you and does not bring this doctrine, do not receive him into your house, nor greet him. 11For he who greets him shares in his evil deeds.

INVITATION
The purpose of this lesson hasn't been to teach what a person must do to be saved. However, I'd hope that all people, both saints and sinners, could see from the scriptures which we've studied that it's important to follow God's way in everything that we do, and that includes seeking salvation from sin. God has a pattern that must be followed in receiving pardon and becoming a Christian:
WE MUST BELIEVE:

Rom. 10:17 Then faith comes of hearing, and hearing by the Word of God. 

John 6:29 Jesus answered and said to them, “This is the work of God, that you believe in Him whom He sent.”
 WE MUST CONFESS:

 Rom. 10:9-10 If you confess with your mouth the lord Jesus and believe in your heart that God has raised Him from the dead, you will be saved. For with the heart one believes unto righteousness, and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation. 

WE MUST REPENT:
Acts 17:30 Truly, these times of ignorance God overlooked, but now commands all men everywhere to repent,

WE MUST BE BAPTIZED:
Acts 2:38 Then Peter said to them, Repent and be baptized, every one of you, in the name of Jesus Christ to remission of sins, and you shall receive the gift of the Holy Spirit. 
1 Pet. 3:21 There is also an antitype which now saves – baptism (not the removal of the filth of the flesh, but the answer of a good conscience toward God), through the resurrection of Jesus Christ.

 WE MUST CONTINUE IN FAITHFULNESS:

1 Cor.15:58 So that, my beloved brothers, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not without fruit in the Lord.
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