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FAITH IN THE OPERATION OF GOD

TEXT— Col.2:8-15
8See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ. 9For in Him all the fullness of Deity dwells in bodily form, 10and in Him you have been made complete, and He is the head over all rule and authority; 11and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ; 12having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working [operation, kjv] of God, who raised Him from the dead. 13When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions, 14having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us, which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross. 15When He had disarmed the rulers and authorities, He made a public display of them, having triumphed over them through Him.

INTRODUCTION
1. If we believe in the creation, the virgin birth, and the resurrection of the dead, such faith is in the ability of Divine Power to operate [“work”] far beyond man’s ability or full understanding.

2. The forgiveness of our sins against God is also an operation performed only by God.
3. God, the Offended Party, has the right to specify the conditions of His forgiveness.

4. It matters little whether we understand why He commands certain conditions. If we desire God’s forgiveness, we will be content to know and do exactly what He says.
I. SIGNIFICANCE OF CIRCUMCISION AMONG GOD’S PEOPLE
A. In the Old Testament -- The token of a covenant with Abraham and his seed. Gen.17:1-14
1Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the Lord appeared to Abram and said to him, “I am God Almighty; Walk before Me, and be blameless. 2I will establish My covenant between Me and you, And I will multiply you exceedingly.” 3Abram fell on his face, and God talked with him, saying, 4”As for Me, behold, My covenant is with you, And you will be the father of a multitude of nations. 5No longer shall your name be called Abram (a high father), But your name shall be Abraham; For I will make you the father of a multitude of nations. 6I will make you exceedingly fruitful, and I will make nations of you, and kings will come forth from you. 7I will establish My covenant between Me and you and your descendants after you throughout their generations for an everlasting covenant, to be God to you and to your descendants after you. 8I will give to you and to your descendants after you, the land of your sojournings, all the land of Canaan, for an everlasting possession; and I will be their God.” 9God said further to Abraham, “Now as for you, you shall keep My covenant, you and your descendants after you throughout their generations. 10This is My covenant, which you shall keep, between Me and you and your descendants after you: every male among you shall be circumcised. 11And you shall be circumcised in the flesh of your foreskin, and it shall be the sign of the covenant between Me and you. 12And every male among you who is eight days old shall be circumcised throughout your generations, a servant who is born in the house or who is bought with money from any foreigner, who is not of your descendants. 13A servant who is born in your house or who is bought with your money shall surely be circumcised; thus shall My covenant be in your flesh for an everlasting covenant. 14But an uncircumcised male who is not circumcised in the flesh of his foreskin, that person shall be cut off from his people; he has broken My covenant.”
1. God’s part: Bless Abram; multiply his seed; be their God; give them Canaan.

2. Their part: Every male to be circumcised and continue to obey God’s commands.

a. Any man who failed to keep his part (be circumcised) -- cut off from his people (v.14; Rom.5:14 we will read in a moment)!

b. A proselyte to this religion must receive fleshly circumcision and obey God’s law.

B. In the New Testament – A different kind of circumcision, but also a token of a covenant between God and all who obey Jesus, Rom.2:25-29.
25For indeed circumcision is of value if you practice the Law; but if you are a transgressor of the Law, your circumcision has become uncircumcision. 26So if the uncircumcised man keeps the requirements of the Law, will not his uncircumcision be regarded as circumcision? 27And he who is physically uncircumcised, if he keeps the Law, will he not judge you who though having the letter of the Law and circumcision are a transgressor of the Law? 28For he is not a Jew who is one outwardly, nor is circumcision that which is outward in the flesh. 29But he is a Jew who is one inwardly; and circumcision is that which is of the heart, by the Spirit (in the spirit, KJV), not by the letter; and his praise* is not from men, but from God. *Alludes to the name judah which signifies to “praise”
1. It is not a token found “in the flesh,” but a token “in the heart.”
2. He is not a Jew (chosen son of God) who is one outwardly, But he is a Jew (chosen son of God) who is one inwardly.
a. What circumcision is this?
II. THE CIRCUMCISION OF THE HEART Col.2:11
and in Him you were also circumcised with a circumcision made without hands, in the removal of the body of the flesh by the circumcision of Christ;

As described above, it is the “circumcision of Christ” taught in the New Testament.

A. It is received in Christ (“in Him” nasb; “in whom” kjv)

1. It is not an operation of Men -- “with a circumcision made without hands,” (“not made with hands” kjv).

2. When it is received, “the body (not just foreskin!) of the flesh” is removed (“put off” kjv), yet not a fleshly sign. Requires a change in the heart (mind) of the one receiving it.
Rom.6:6 “knowing this, that our old self was crucified with Him, that our body of sin might be done away with, that we should no longer be slaves to sin;”

Rom.8:12-13 “So then, brethren, we are under obligation, not to the flesh, to live according to the flesh—for if you are living according to the flesh, you must die; but if by the Spirit you are putting to death the deeds of the body, you will live.”
Gal.2:20 “I have been crucified with Christ; and it is no longer I who live, but Christ lives in me; and the life which I now live in the flesh I live by faith in the Son of God, who loved me, and delivered Himself up for me.”
B. It is received in New Testament baptism which includes three essentials, Col.2:12
having been buried with Him in baptism, in which you were also raised up with Him through faith in the working of God, who raised Him from the dead.

1. A burial “with Him” - to be united with Christ, receiving benefits of His death.

2. A resurrection (“raised up”) “with Him” -- no longer belonging to self, but belonging to Him.

3. Through faith in the working (“operation” kjv) of God [forgiveness of sins, v.13]. This faith just as necessary to New Testament baptism as the burial and resurrection!

C. It is received when God forgives or cuts off the sins of the past, v.13
When you were dead in your transgressions and the uncircumcision of your flesh, He made you alive together with Him, having forgiven us all our transgressions,

1. Received by those who “were dead in your transgressions” (“were dead through ... trespasses” kjv).

2. Made alive by God “having forgiven us all our transgressions” (“trespasses” kjv).

note: “A” “B” and “C” all occur at the same time. One is circumcised when Buried and Raised [in baptism] -- no “time lapse” between burial and resurrection.
III. INFANT BAPTISM AND DENOMINATIONAL BAPTISM CANNOT QUALIFY
A. Infant baptism is predicated upon belief that infants inherit sin of fathers.

1. But infants do not inherit the sin of their fathers. Ezek.18:1-3, 19-20
1Then the word of the Lord came to me, saying, 2“What do you mean by using this proverb concerning the land of Israel, saying, ‘The fathers eat the sour grapes, But the children’s teeth are set on edge’? 3As I live,” declares the Lord God, “you are surely not going to use this proverb in Israel anymore.
19 “Yet you say, ‘Why should the son not bear the punishment for the father’s iniquity?’ When the son has practiced justice and righteousness and has observed all My statutes and done them, he shall surely live. 20The person who sins will die. The son will not bear the punishment for the father’s iniquity, nor will the father bear the punishment for the son’s iniquity; the righteousness of the righteous will be upon himself, and the wickedness of the wicked will be upon himself.”

2. And infants cannot believe or repent or confess (prerequisites of New Testament baptism – Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38; Rom.10:10).

3. Nor can infants have faith in the operation (working) of God.

B. Denominational baptism cannot qualify for the same reason.

1. Often, denominations practice sprinkling or pouring for “baptism.”
a. In such, there is neither a “burial” nor a “resurrection.”
b. Can be no faith in the operation of God in this because the Word of God does not produce it (Rom.10:17).
2. Most denominations teach salvation received before and without baptism.
a. A person so taught could have no faith in the operation of God performed in baptism.

1) Examples: “Baptism is not essential to salvation...,” Baptist Manual page 21.
2) “...that we are justified by faith only is a most wholesome doctrine and very full of comfort.” Methodist Discipline page 29).

b. One cannot be taught wrong (about baptism and the purpose of it) and baptized right!
CONCLUSION
1. Forgiveness is an operation of God performed for all who exercise obedient faith in His promises.

2. No faith in God’s promise in connection with the act of obedience results in no benefit in the performance of the act.

3. Have you received the blessing of God’s forgiveness?
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