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DRAW NEAR TO GOD
TEXT: James 4:8 NKJV Draw near to God and He will draw near to you. Cleanse your hands, you sinners; and purify your hearts, you double-minded.
INTRODUCTION
A. We find a common need expressed in the popular song:
“just a closer walk with thee” (Red Foley) [#177 ~ 482]
B. One of the most popular hymns we sing is “be with me lord” (#27)
1. Popularity due to fact - we all recognize need to live closer to God.
2. But, instead … seem to drift farther away.
3. Rushed and hurried life - forget God; neglect God.
4. Besides this, we know that our sins separate us from God Isa.59:1-2
1Behold, the LORD's hand is not shortened, That it cannot save; Nor His ear heavy, That it cannot hear. 2But your iniquities have separated you from your God; And your sins have hidden His face from you, So that He will not hear.

C. So--we all face the same problem: how can we feel closer to god?
D. The answer to found in James 4:8 (TEXT). (observe the promise i.e., He will draw near to you). And …
2 Peter 3:9 The Lord is not slack concerning His promise, as some count slackness, but is longsuffering toward us, not willing that any should perish but that all should come to repentance.
E. This promise (TEXT) is conditional —

We must make the first move! “draw near ... and ...”
1. Then can we say, with the Psalmist, “... the nearness of God is my good; ...” (Psalm 73:28)
F. But, just as there are right and wrong ways to do anything, there are
WRONG WAYS TO DRAW NEAR TO GOD
(Some folks think they are drawing near to God when they are not. They may be honest, sincere and earnest in their efforts.)
A.  By the wrong law — the wrong instructions.

Confucianism; Book of Mormon; Islam; etc.
John 1:17 For the law was given through Moses, but grace and truth came through Jesus Christ.
Hebrews 7:19 for the law made nothing perfect; on the other hand, there is the bringing in of a better hope, through which we draw near to God.

Hebrews 1: 1God, who at various times and in various ways spoke in time past to the fathers by the prophets, 2has in these last days spoken to us by His Son, whom He has appointed heir of all things, through whom also He made the worlds;

We draw near to God through Christ, through the n.t., not through Moses or the o.t.
B. By the wrong Person. Only Jesus shed atoning blood.
Not Mohammed or Buddha! Not Baha’ u’ llah, “The Glory of God” !
Ephesians 2:13 But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 
Acts 4:12 Nor is there salvation in any other, for there is no other name under heaven given among men by which we must be saved.

John 14:6 Jesus said to him, "I am the way, the truth, and the life. No one comes to the Father except through Me.

C. By the wrong attitude.
1. Matthew 15:8 These people draw near to Me with their mouth, And honor Me with their lips, But their heart is far from Me.

2. Must draw near with an honest, sincere heart. Hebrews 10:22
let us draw near with a true heart in full assurance of faith, having our hearts sprinkled from an evil conscience and our bodies washed with pure water.

a. Leads one to Baptism (1 Peter 3:21)
D. Emotional Displays
1. Dancing around; “Swooning;” Clapping Hands

2. Brethren: Dimming lights; Hugging person beside you or behind you.
3. But our text, James 4:8, is directed to Christians. Those already baptized!

4. How can we draw near to God?
a. Certainly cannot with wrong attitude toward authority and all-sufficiency of God’s plan.
b. But, let’s note some …
RIGHT WAYS OF DRAWING NEAR
A. Be familiar with the Word of God.
Psalms 119: 9How can a young man cleanse his way? By taking heed according to Your word. 10With my whole heart I have sought You; Oh, let me not wander from Your commandments! 11Your word I have hidden in my heart, That I might not sin against You. 12Blessed are You, O LORD! Teach me Your statutes. 13With my lips I have declared All the judgments of Your mouth. 14I have rejoiced in the way of Your testimonies, As much as in all riches. 15I will meditate on Your precepts, And contemplate Your ways. 16I will delight myself in Your statutes; I will not forget Your word.
Matthew 4:4 … "Man shall not live by bread alone, but by every word that proceeds from the mouth of God."'
1. Read, Study, Meditate, Concentrate, Ponder Over, Absorb, Assimilate. Attend Bible Studies!
2. Try family devotionals. Read it together! Subscribe to publications of the brethren; Pick up magazine in foyer – plenty of them, get extra ones and give to others!
B. Be frequent in prayer.
Psalms 145:18 The LORD is near to all who call upon Him, To all who call upon Him in truth.

Luke 18:1 Then He spoke a parable to them, that men always ought to pray and not lose heart,

1 Thess.5:17 “pray without ceasing”
Luke 11: 9"So I say to you, ask, and it will be given to you; seek, and you will find; knock, and it will be opened to you. 10For everyone who asks receives, and he who seeks finds, and to him who knocks it will be opened.

Philippians 4: 6Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication, with thanksgiving, let your requests be made known to God; 7and the peace of God, which surpasses all understanding, will guard your hearts and minds through Christ Jesus.

C. Be occupied with activities suitable for Christians.
1. “The idle mind is the Devil’s invitation” “Idleness is the Devil’s workshop”
a. 90% of sins committed in “idle time” (? )
2. The busy, active Christian feels closer to the Lord.
3. Illustrate: Man going to quit church … works for Lord … joy!
Ephesians 2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

James 1:25 But he who looks into the perfect law of liberty and continues in it, and is not a forgetful hearer but a doer of the work, this one will be blessed in what he does.

1 Corinthians 15:58 Therefore, my beloved brethren, be steadfast, immovable, always abounding in the work of the Lord, knowing that your labor is not in vain in the Lord.

Hebrews 10:25 not forsaking the assembling of ourselves together, as is the manner of some, but exhorting one another, and so much the more as you see the Day approaching.

(Absentees cheat self and God)

D. Be associated with Christian companions. 1 Corinthians 15:33 Do not be deceived: "Evil company corrupts good habits."

1. Friends influence our sense of values. Think like them; talk like them.
(to Peter: “… the way you talk gives you away” Matt.26:73)
2. Be with Christians (high school; college; marriage; etc.)
E. By faith — be optimistic
Romans 8:28 And we know that all things work together for good to those who love God, to those who are the called according to His purpose.

Romans 8:31 What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us?

Hebrews 13:5 Let your conduct be without covetousness; be content with such things as you have. For He Himself has said, "I will never leave you nor forsake you."
1 Peter 5: 6Therefore humble yourselves under the mighty hand of God, that He may exalt you in due time, 7casting all your care upon Him, for He cares for you.
F. Be conscious of Christ’s return.
Revelation 3:3 Remember therefore how you have received and heard; hold fast and repent. Therefore if you will not watch, I will come upon you as a thief, and you will not know what hour I will come upon you.

2 Peter 3:10 But the day of the Lord will come as a thief in the night, in which the heavens will pass away with a great noise, and the elements will melt with fervent heat; both the earth and the works that are in it will be burned up.
1. Look up each day, hoping to see Him first.
2. 2nd coming will not be like 1st! Judgment comes with Him!

3. To draw near and feel close to God, be ready to greet Jesus. Live each day as the last.

a. If it were your last, what would you do? How would you spend your last day?
CONCLUSION
If it were your last day....
—would you be baptized?
—would you be reading your Bible or studying in class?
—Don’t let this day go by if you are unprepared … DRAW NEAR
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