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Dangers To The Soul

Matt.10:28 "And do not fear those who kill the body, but are unable to kill the soul;

but rather fear Him who is able to destroy both soul and body in hell.”
Introduction
A. The soul is the immaterial, invisible part of man… (w. e. vine)

B. The soul is the most important part of man. (text)
C. Let us notice three distinct dangers facing the soul.

D. We are always mindful of dangers to this life (driving, health, etc.)

1. Let us show more concern for the dangers that involve the next life!

I. Informational (doctrines)

Gal.1:6-9 I am amazed that you are so quickly deserting Him who called you by the grace of Christ, for a different gospel; 7which is really not another; only there are some who are disturbing you, and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we have preached to you, let him be accursed. 9As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to that which you received, let him be accursed.
Gal.5:7 You were running well; who hindered you from obeying the truth?

John 8:32 “and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."

A. Contrary to the idea or concept of many, doctrine is important, we must be informed.

1. In life we see the need for correct information. Children are taught before allowed to practice.

2. Truth works in the believer (1 Thess.2:13)

And for this reason we also constantly thank God that when you received from us the word of God's message, you accepted it not as the word of men, but for what it really is, the word of God, which also performs its work in you who believe.

3. Inspired Scriptures are profitable for doctrine (2 Tim.3:16)

4. Belief of truth is part of the process of selection (2 Thess.2:13)

But we should always give thanks to God for you, brethren beloved by the Lord, because God has chosen you from the beginning for salvation through sanctification by the Spirit and faith in the truth.

5. Note the necessity of abiding in that doctrine (2 John 9)

B. False doctrine is one of the major dangers (cf. Gal.1:6-9, above)

1. Ignorance of truth is disastrous.

2 Thess.2:12 in order that they all may be judged who did not believe the truth, but took pleasure in wickedness.

Rom.10:1-3 Brethren, my heart's desire and my prayer to God for them is for their salvation. 2For I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not in accordance with knowledge. 3For not knowing about God's righteousness, and seeking to establish their own, they did not subject themselves to the righteousness of God.

2. Being misinformed poses a threat!

Matt.24: 4And Jesus answered and said to them, "See to it that no one misleads you. 5For many will come in My name, saying, 'I am the Christ,' and will mislead many.”
It is the universal experience of the church, that when iniquity abounds the love of many grows cold. Matt.24:
12"And because lawlessness is increased, most people's love will grow cold.”

28"Wherever the corpse is, there the vultures will gather.”
The corpse of the Jewish nation, laid out because of ignorance and deception; the vultures or eagles are the Roman army gathering about it.

The false Christs and false prophets who gather in and prey upon the suffering and ignorance of their countrymen lead to their destruction.

Modern day example: Branch Davidian and its leader David Koresh [Vernon Howell]. Headlines in late February and early March, 1993. Near Waco tx. Four atf (Alcohol, Tobacco, Firearms) officers killed, many wounded.

1 Tim.4:1-3 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, 2by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron, 3men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods, which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth.

2 Tim.4:1-4 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 2preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. 3For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires; 4and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths.

Col.2:20-23 If you have died with Christ to the elementary principles of the world, why, as if you were living in the world, do you submit yourself to decrees, such as, 21"Do not handle, do not taste, do not touch!" 22(which all refer to things destined to perish with the using) --in accordance with the commandments and teachings of men? 23These are matters which have, to be sure, the appearance of wisdom in self-made religion and self-abasement and severe treatment of the body, but are of no value against fleshly indulgence.

3. Israel was led away by false teachers.

Isaiah 29:13 Then the Lord said, "Because this people draw near with their words And honor Me with their lip service, But they remove their hearts far from Me, And their reverence for Me consists of tradition learned by rote,

Jer.2:13 "For My people have committed two evils: They have forsaken Me, The fountain of living waters, To hew for themselves cisterns, Broken cisterns, That can hold no water.

C. Yet, denominationalists believe that doctrine is not important!

1. And, I fear, many of my brethren today have the same attitude!
II. Behavioristic (conduct)

A. Conduct, contrary to many, is significant. (Acts 3:19)

1. Conversion, change, is essential.

"Repent therefore and return, that your sins may be wiped away, in order that times of refreshing may come from the presence of the Lord;”

a. Enlightenment of the understanding.
Acts 26:18 [Paul is] to open their [Gentiles] eyes so that they may turn from darkness to light and from the dominion of Satan to God, in order that they may receive forgiveness of sins and an inheritance among those who have been sanctified by faith in Me.'

Acts 15:9 and He made no distinction between us [Jews] and them [Gentiles], cleansing their hearts by faith.

b. Repentance, sorrow for sin, determination to act correctly – lead to change. Matt.21:28-32
28"But what do you think? A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, 'Son, go work today in the vineyard.' 29And he answered and said, 'I will, sir'; and he did not go. 30And he came to the second and said the same thing. But he answered and said, 'I will not'; yet he afterward regretted it and went. 31Which of the two did the will of his father?" They said, "The latter." Jesus *said to them, "Truly I say to you that the tax-gatherers and harlots will get into the kingdom of God before you. 32For John came to you in the way of righteousness and you did not believe him; but the tax-gatherers and harlots did believe him; and you, seeing this, did not even feel remorse afterward so as to believe him.”
c. Includes a changed relationship. Rom.6:18
and having been freed from sin, you became slaves of righteousness.

2. Holy, upright life is required.

Heb.12:14 Pursue peace with all men, and the sanctification without which no one will see the Lord.

3. Grace of God teaches both positive and negative actions. Titus 2:11-14
11For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, 12instructing us to deny ungodliness and worldly desires and to live sensibly, righteously and godly in the present age, 13looking for the blessed hope and the appearing of the glory of our great God and Savior, Christ Jesus; 14who gave Himself for us, that He might redeem us from every lawless deed and purify for Himself a people for His own possession, zealous for good deeds.

B. Many temptations. James 1:13-15

13Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. 14But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. 15Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death. 

1. Consider the acts that will exclude one from Heaven:
1 Cor.6: 9Or do you not know that the unrighteous shall not inherit the kingdom of God? Do not be deceived; neither fornicators, nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor effeminate, nor homosexuals, 10nor thieves, nor the covetous, nor drunkards, nor revilers, nor swindlers, shall inherit the kingdom of God.

Gal.5:19-21 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.

2. Some things that are socially acceptable are wrong in the eyes of God.

3. God’s Word is the standard. (2 Tim.3:16)

C. Some members apparently think that conduct is unimportant.

1. Have a form of Godliness but deny the power.

2 Tim.3: 1But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. 2For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, 3unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, 4treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God; 5holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these.

2. Profess to know but in works deny Him.

Titus 1:16 They profess to know God, but by their deeds they deny Him, being detestable and disobedient, and worthless for any good deed.

1 John 2:3 And by this we know that we have come to know Him, if we keep His commandments.

III. Emotional (concerns, attitude, indifference)

A. As a man thinks in his heart, so is he. (Prov.23:7)

1. Love of God and truth must be above all else. Matt.22:37-39
And He said to him, "'you shall love the lord your god with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind.' 38This is the great and foremost commandment. 39The second is like it, 'you shall love your neighbor as yourself.'”
2. This is the result of appreciating Truth.

Prov.23:23 Buy truth, and do not sell it, Get wisdom and instruction and understanding.
John 8:32 “and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."

B. Indifference – lukewarmness is a real danger. Rev.3:15-19
15I know your deeds, that you are neither cold nor hot; I would that you were cold or hot. 16So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth. 17Because you say, "I am rich, and have become wealthy, and have need of nothing," and you do not know that you are wretched and miserable and poor and blind and naked, 18I advise you to buy from Me gold refined by fire, that you may become rich, and white garments, that you may clothe yourself, and that the shame of your nakedness may not be revealed; and eye salve to anoint your eyes, that you may see. 19Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline; be zealous therefore, and repent.”
1. It is better to be hostile to truth than to be lukewarm. Active hostility, as in the case of Saul of Tarsus, may lead to one’s seeing the light!

2. If one believes the Truth, he will show it by his actions.

C. Many suffer from this malady.

1. Unwilling to investigate matters and act on them.

2. Just pass the teaching by, without sufficient interest.

Conclusion:
Let us beware of these dangers and guard against them.

There are others as well, we should be equally alert.
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