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

Jeremiah 25:15-16

(kjv) 15For thus saith the Lord God of Israel unto me; Take the wine cup of this fury at my hand, and cause all the nations, to whom I send thee, to drink it. 16And they shall drink, and be moved, and be mad, because of the sword that I will send among them. 

(nasb) 15For thus the Lord, the God of Israel, says to me, “Take this cup of the wine of wrath from My hand and cause all the nations to whom I send you to drink it. 16They will drink and stagger and go mad because of the sword that I will send among them.”


A. Liquor ads play up the supposed convivial and prestige one gains by drinking.

kon-viv’i-al, 1. Relating to a feast or entertainment; festive; 2. Fond of eating, drinking, and good company; social; jovial. Webster
1. It is associated in the ads with good, warm-hearted, estimable, successful, distinguished, far-reaching people.

es’ti-ma-b’l, 2. valuable; worth a great price. 3. worthy of esteem or respect; deserving good opinion or high value; ibid.
B. Conversely, Bible paints a very sordid picture of drinking – and the drinker.

1. Jeremiah refers to wine as The Cup of Fury (text).

2. Solomon said (Prov.20:1): Wine is a mocker, strong drink a brawler, And whoever is intoxicated by it is not wise.
C. Paul bluntly states that drunkards cannot be saved! Gal.5:19-21 19Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.

D. We present four reasons why Jeremiah calls wine the Cup of Fury.


A. A menace to health.

1. Incidentally, America is not the first nation to have a problem with this!

2. Health, Education, Welfare, late ‘60s, ranked alcoholism as the nations #3 health problem. Dr. Red Duke said that alcoholism is America’s No.1 health problem! (Mack Lyon, 10-9-88) According to Funk & Wagnalls Encyclopedia (purchased in 1991), 10% of drinkers are alcoholics or at least experience drinking problems to some degree.

3. Alcoholism a disease? If so, it is a disease contracted voluntarily, without germ or virus; requires a license to spread; condemned by God!

a. From the 114th Edition, Statistical Abstract of the Unites States, (hereafter referred to as saus) 1994, we learn that Substance Abuse Treatment Services (treated) 290,040 for Alcoholism and 580,019 for Alcohol problems in 1992
B. A menace to Industry.

Cost: In Benefits negotiated by workers, 1992, State and Local Gov-Employee Benefits, for Alcohol Abuse treatment: Inpatient detox 89%; Inpatient rehab 65%; Outpatient 67%

For Private Establishments

Medium and Large    Small

Inpatient detoxification 81%   67%

Inpatient rehabilitation  64%   50%

Outpatient           64%   50%
C. A menace to Economy.

1. Funk & Wagnalls reports $100 billion lost annually because of alcohol.

2. Information Plus, 1991 edition, reports the cost of treatment of drugs/alcohol for 1989:

State Agencies $1.1 billion; Federal Agencies $670 million; County and Local $191.8 million; Other sources (health insurance, etc.,) $440.1 million.
D. Causes many deaths. Ted Koppel had a tv special on abc in October 1988 and said that alcohol is responsible for the death of 100,000 people in America every year. (Mack Lyon, 10-9-88)
1. Drinking while driving:

a. Slows down reactions, creates false confidence, dulls judgment, affects vision.

2. The average life span of an alcoholic as opposed to non-drinker: 51 years vs. 70 years.

a. Funk & Wagnalls report 97,000 deaths annually in USA alone!

E. Contributes to Crime

1. Studies of 882 cases of crime committed during a two-year period (1951-53) in Columbus, Ohio revealed that 72.7% of those arrested were under the influence of alcohol.

a. Many contemplating crime drink to bolster their courage!

F. Menace to homes. 25% of all divorces were blamed on drinking (60’s). Mack Lyon said (10-9-88), “Alcohol is a contributing cause in 7 out of 10 (71%) divorces.”

1. Children are given alcoholic beverages by drinking parents and grandparents.

2. Children of alcoholics often become alcoholics themselves. If they do not, they are liable to have other problems.
Mack Lyon, 10-9-88: An article that appeared in our newspaper recently began by saying, “Although many adults chuckle over their first experiments with alcohol, youth drinking is no joke. Because of their physical immaturity, it takes adolescent abusers only a year to reach the advanced stages of alcoholism. Adults may take 30 years to get to that point.” The National Council on Alcoholism reported that the earlier in life a child starts using any dependence producing drug, the more likely he or she is to experience health problems, and to go on to use other drugs. They estimated that in 1985 100,000 ten and eleven year-olds reported getting drunk at least once a week, and that 4.6 million adolescents, ages 14 through 17, experienced negative consequences of alcohol uses – arrest, involvement in an accident, impairment of health or job performance.

And, that alcohol is twice as popular among college students as the next leading drug, marijuana, and more than 5 times as popular as cocaine. An article that appeared first in beter homes and gardens magazine and later in newspapers across the country states that “—the average age for beginning to drink is 12. –Nearly half of all teens who commit suicide are intoxicated at the time. –Although 88% of children in grades 4-6 say cocaine is a drug, only 12% think wine coolers are drugs.”

G. Our chief concern is the menace posed by this evil to souls.


A. Evil effects of drunkenness.

1. It weakens restraint against sin.

Gen.9:20-21 Then Noah began farming and planted a vineyard. 21He drank of the wine and became drunk, and uncovered himself inside his tent.
Gen.19:32-36 32“Come, let us make our father drink wine, and let us lie with him that we may preserve our family through our father.” 33So they made their father drink wine that night, and the firstborn went in and lay with her father; and he did not know when she lay down or when she arose. 34On the following day, the firstborn said to the younger, “Behold, I lay last night with my father; let us make him drink wine tonight also; then you go in and lie with him, that we may preserve our family through our father.” 35So they made their father drink wine that night also, and the younger arose and lay with him; and he did not know when she lay down or when she arose. 36Thus both the daughters of Lot were with child by their father.

2. It increases lust and baseness, Prov.23:33 Your eyes will see strange things And your mind will utter perverse things.
3. It destroys sound judgment, Lev.10:9-10 “Do not drink wine or strong drink, neither you nor your sons with you, when you come into the tent of meeting, so that you will not die—it is a perpetual statute throughout your generations—10and so as to make a distinction between the holy and the profane, and between the unclean and the clean,”
a. Tests reveal that two drinks will reduce reaction level by 15% !
4. It is riotous and will condemn.

Eph.5:18 And do not get drunk with wine, for that is dissipation, but be filled with the Spirit,
Gal.5:21 envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you, just as I have forewarned you, that those who practice such things will not inherit the kingdom of God.
B. When is one drunk?
1. Physical actions are frequently a dead give-away.

a. Thick tongue, staggering, stupor, red eyes, etc.

b. These actions are used by actors playing the part of a drunk.

2. One’s mental condition is also a significant factor.

a. “the consumption of even small amounts causes a loss of judgment, of memory and of the ability to perform tasks which require marked concentration or mental efforts” (Encyclopedia Americana)

b. First part of brain affected is that involving moral judgment.

3. Sober is absolute opposite of drunk. If 100% sober, then not drunk!

a. If five drinks makes one totally drunk, one makes him 1/5 drunk!



A. Language problem: 13 different Greek and Hebrew words translated wine.
1. Wine sometimes suggests intoxicating drink, sometimes not, cf. Isa.65:8 …’as new wine is found in the cluster,…’
2. Used as we use the word cider – may or may not be hard cider.
B. Strong drink is condemned.

Prov.20:1 Wine is a mocker, strong drink a brawler, And whoever is intoxicated by it is not wise.
Prov.31:4-5 It is not for kings, O Lemuel, It is not for kings to drink wine, Or for rulers to desire strong drink, 5For they will drink and forget what is decreed, And pervert the rights of all the afflicted.
Isa.5:11 Woe to those who rise early in the morning that they may pursue strong drink, Who stay up late in the evening that wine may inflame them! ~ 22 Woe to those who are heroes in drinking wine And valiant men in mixing strong drink,
Hab.2:15-16 “Woe to you who make your neighbors drink, Who mix in your venom even to make them drunk So as to look on their nakedness! 16You will be filled with disgrace rather than honor. Now you yourself drink and expose your own nakedness. The cup in the Lord’s right hand will come around to you, And utter disgrace will come upon your glory.”
1. Prov.23:29-35 describes a slobbering drunk.

29Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has contentions? Who has complaining? Who has wounds without cause? Who has redness of eyes? 30Those who linger long over wine, Those who go to taste mixed wine. 31Do not look on the wine when it is red, When it sparkles in the cup, When it goes down smoothly; 32At the last it bites like a serpent And stings like a viper. 33Your eyes will see strange things And your mind will utter perverse things. 34And you will be like one who lies down in the middle of the sea, Or like one who lies down on the top of a mast. 35“They struck me, but I did not become ill; They beat me, but I did not know it. When shall I awake? I will seek another drink.”

2. The above passages demand total abstinence from strong drink.
C. What is strong drink?

1. Before distillation process, maximum alcohol content was about 16%

2. Palestinian wines did not reach more than 8%

3. All modern alcoholic beverages, except beer, exceed this.

a. Distilled beverages are usually 45-50%; some as high as 90%

Today’s fortified wine is 20%; even ale is 10-14% alcohol.

4. all these classify as Strong Drink and are consequently forbidden by God.

5. What about beer? It contains lupulin, a narcotic related to marijuana.

a. This, combined with alcohol, makes it even more potent than some of the other beverages listed above.

Preachers fired for preaching against “social drinking” – a beer or two!

A. 1 Cor.6:19-20 condemns it. 19Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you, whom you have from God, and that you are not your own? 20For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.
1. Alcoholism is a common result. One out of every fifteen social drinkers become addicted. 10% of drinkers are alcoholics or at least experience drinking problems to some degree. {Funk & Wagnells’ 1:361}
2. Other parts of the body are also affected.

Moderate social drinking destroys brain cells. When a drinker begins to feel giddy, a few of his brain cells are being killed. (Melvin Knisely, professor of anatomy, Medical College of South Carolina)
B. 1 Cor.6:12 condemns social drinking. All things are lawful for me, but not all things are profitable. All things are lawful for me, but I will not be mastered by anything.

1. Alcohol is a drug and brings one under its power.

a. “All alcoholic beverages, including beer, ale and wine contains ethyl alcohol which is a habit forming narcotic drug, poison and harmful to ever form of life.” (International Narcotic Research Foundation)

C. Rom.14:21 condemns it. It is good not to eat meat or to drink wine, or to do anything by which your brother stumbles.

1. If influence were the only factor (it is not) that would be enough to forbid it!
D. 1 Pet.4:3 forbids the cocktail party and social drinking. For the time already past is sufficient for you to have carried out the desire of the Gentiles, having pursued a course of sensuality, lusts, drunkenness, carousing, drinking parties and abominable idolatries.
Drunkenness is excess of wine in the kjv. Drinking parties is banquetings in kjv.

1. Excess of wine is condemned earlier in the verse.
2. Banqueting in the original means “A drinking party” or even “a drinking together.”, a drinking, carousing: {Thayer p.533}

a. Cocktail party was an unknown expression; Banqueting was well known.

E. Objections raised to the above position.
1. Jesus made and drank wine! (John 2:7-10; Matt.11:18-19)
a. If charge of winebibber was true of Jesus, he was also a glutton.
b. It was not the strong drink of Prov.23 and not comparable to modern drinks. Jesus would not provide that which He condemns.

c. There is no proof that wine Jesus provided contained any alcohol.

2. Elders: Not given to wine.  Deacons: Not given to much wine.

a. One man said this was his reason for wanting to be a deacon rather than elder! Absurd!

b. Can one be excessively involved in fornication? Would a little fornication be okay?

Romans 1:29 Being filled with all unrighteousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness; full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers, 

c. Can one be a little wicked? Eccl.7:17 Do not be excessively wicked and do not be a fool. Why should you die before your time?

3. Timothy was told to take a little wine.

a. This is my passage! Timothy was a tee-totaler.

b. It was for his stomach’s sake – not head or feelings. Related to impure drinking water in that area.


Total abstinence is the sure way to please God and insure happiness.

Can one quit drinking?

Over 200,000 alcoholics in U.S. have quit!
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