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Reach For The Crown
2 Tim. 4:1-8
1I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: 2preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. 3For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires, 4and will turn away their ears from the truth and will turn aside to myths.
5But you, be sober in all things, endure hardship, do the work of an evangelist, fulfill your ministry. 6For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith; 8in the future there is laid up for me
the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.
Illustration

Introduction
Paul's words take on extra weight and a solemn tone as he writes near the end of his life.
A. He is expecting death. 6For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come
B. He also finds comfort and solace in the face of impending death.
1. Obviously, he has no regrets.
2. He believes what he wrote to the Phillipians “..to die is gain.” (Phil.1:21)
C. His words, although written approx. 68 ad hold as much importance now as they did for these first Christians.
1. Let's look at 3 principles he refers to in looking forward to the crown of righteousness.
I. Fight the good fight. (Text, v.7)
A. So many causes to be involved in today, so many things to fight for.
1. From housing the homeless to saving the whales; Global Warming?
2. Some good, some not so good, yet Paul refers to “the good fight.” (v.7)
1 Tim.6:12 “Fight the good fight of faith.”
3. The word 'fight' is used to convey contending with an adversary, or to struggle, competing to win.
B. As Christians, we do contend with an adversary, an enemy.
1. Eph.6:11-12 Put on the full armor of God, so that you will be able to stand firm against the schemes of the devil. 12For our struggle is not against flesh and blood, but against the rulers, against the powers, against the world forces of this darkness, against the spiritual forces of wickedness in the heavenly places.
2. It goes on to describe the weapons of our warfare:
truth, righteousness, the gospel of peace, faith, salvation, the word of god, and prayer
C. We are in a fight like no other, so our weapons must be suited to it. (Spiritual weapons for a spiritual fight.) 2 Cor.10:3-6
3For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh, 4for the weapons of our warfare are not of the flesh, but divinely powerful for the destruction of fortresses. 5We are destroying speculations and every lofty thing raised up against the knowledge of God, and we are taking every thought captive to the obedience of Christ, 6and we are ready to punish all disobedience, whenever your obedience is complete.
2. Powerful weapons, all we need to put out devil's flaming attacks.

3. We must believe God's Word, study it, and know it in order to do what v.5 tells us.

a. We can stand for the truth of the Bible if we know what it is.
“...handling accurately the word of truth.” 2 Tim.2:15
D. These are external struggles, (fightings without). Paul also tells of some struggles within. Rom.7:14-23
14For we know that the Law is spiritual, but I am of flesh, sold into bondage to sin. 15For what I am doing, I do not understand; for I am not practicing what I would like to do, but I am doing the very thing I hate. 16But if I do the very thing I do not want to do, I agree with the Law, confessing that the Law is good. 17So now, no longer am I the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me.
18For I know that nothing good dwells in me, that is, in my flesh; for the willing is present in me, but the doing of the good is not. 19For the good that I want, I do not do, but I practice the very evil that I do not want. 20But if I am doing the very thing I do not want, I am no longer the one doing it, but sin which dwells in me. 21I find then the principle that evil is present in me, the one who wants to do good.
22For I joyfully concur with the law of God in the inner man, 23but I see a different law in the members of my body, waging war against the law of my mind and making me a prisoner of the law of sin which is in my members.

Paul is personified as the nation of Israel under Law. The Christian must be enslaved to Christ! (Rom.6:6,18)

1. Sometimes we find ourselves doing what we know we shouldn't. v.15
Oversleeping for church, letting teaching opportunities slip by, maybe more severe things
2. It's not that we don't want to do the right thing, but there's an inner battle being fought. v.22-23
3. Paul says, (v.25) “Thanks be to God through Jesus Christ our Lord!” and goes on in Ch. 8 to tell us we can overcome, that we can fight the good fight and have ultimate victory in Jesus!
II. “I have finished the course.” (Text, v.7)
A. Interesting that Paul would refer to Christian life in this way. “Course” (race) refers to race course, competition.
1. Implies having a reason, a purpose.
B. 1 Cor.9:24-27
1. v.24, Ask yourself seriously “What must I do to win?” 24Do you not know that those who run in a race all run, but only one receives the prize? Run in such a way that you may win.
2. v.25, Consider the importance of the prize (literally life and death) 25Everyone who competes in the games exercises self-control in all things. They then do it to receive a perishable wreath, but we an imperishable.
3. v.26-27, Set your target, stay focused, do everything with meaning and purpose, always realizing the consequences of falling short.
26Therefore I run in such a way, as not without aim; I box in such a way, as not beating the air; 27but I discipline my body and make it my slave, so that, after I have preached to others, I myself will not be disqualified.
4. All the preaching and teaching you do is good, for God's glory and the benefit of others, but consider self and what it means to you!

C. We must do all we can to rid ourselves of anything that will our impede spiritual growth and progress.
1. Remember the faithful in making the right choices, Heb.11:24-26
24By faith Moses, when he had grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh’s daughter, 25choosing rather to endure ill-treatment with the people of God than to enjoy the passing pleasures of sin, 26considering the reproach of Christ greater riches than the treasures of Egypt; for he was looking to the reward.
b. Although sin is fun, it's only a passing pleasure!
2. Be like them! Heb.12:1 Therefore, since we have so great a cloud of witnesses surrounding us, let us also lay aside every encumbrance and the sin which so easily entangles us, and let us run with endurance the race that is set before us,
a. Be spiritually athletic!
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b. Andre Agassi (tennis champion) shaved head and body to make himself just a little quicker. Use the same principle.
c. Ask, “Is this sin?” “Is this weighing me down, making me slower?” “Is this giving me more endurance for the race?”
3. Phil.3:14 I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.

III. Paul believed he had endurance (Text, v.8) “I have kept the faith” 2Tim.4:7
A. He kept the faith by taking it deep within and clinging to it.
1. 2Tim.1:12 For this reason I also suffer these things, but I am not ashamed; for I know whom I have believed and I am convinced that He is able to guard what I have entrusted to Him until that day.

a. We enTRUST Him with our lives and every aspect of it.

b. Make Him the hub around which everything revolves, not the other way around. (Spokes around a hub)

c. Our faith is only as good as the One it is placed in.
d. Faith placed in men will sometimes fail; faith placed in God will always prevail.
2 Tim.2:13 If we are faithless, He remains faithful, for He cannot deny Himself.
2. Paul uses metaphor “depositor,” as giving something to someone he trusts, 2Tim.4:8 (Text)
in the future there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous Judge, will award to me on that day; and not only to me, but also to all who have loved His appearing.

606. apokeimai; to be laid away, be laid up in store
B. We too have been entrusted with something valuable. 2Tim.1:14
Guard, through the Holy Spirit who dwells in us, the treasure which has been entrusted to you.
1. v.13 tells us this valuable thing is the word of God.
2. 2Cor.4:7 But we have this treasure in earthen vessels, so that the surpassing greatness of the power will be of God and not from ourselves;
a. Great treasure (gospel) in unlikely places (earthen vessels, the apostles, and other inspired men such as Timothy!)
b. Today, it is in a book, but, in a sense, we can say it is in us—to the extent it can be seen in our lives and in our ability to tell it to others.

C. Keeping the faith means sharing it with others. 2Tim.2:2 (entrust to faithful men who teach others)
1. “Great Commission” not only for apostles, means us too!
a. Acts 8:1,4 How the early church spread. Saul was in hearty agreement with putting him to death. And on that day a great persecution began against the church in Jerusalem, and they were all scattered throughout the regions of Judea and Samaria, except the apostles. 4Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching the word.
2. Sharing it with the lost and saved alike. Col.3:16
Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you, with all wisdom teaching and admonishing one another with psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with thankfulness in your hearts to God.
D. Paul kept the faith by keeping the rules. 2Tim.2:4-5
No soldier in active service entangles himself in the affairs of everyday life, so that he may please the one who enlisted him as a soldier. 5Also if anyone competes as an athlete, he does not win the prize unless he competes according to the rules.
1. Military is life of rigidity, strictness.
2. Same with athletes in training and in competition.
a. Olympic committee has rules and regs; their “will” for those who compete.
b. Same with God, He has rules (His Will) if we are to achieve our goal.
E. Rules constitute your relationship to the one who establishes them.
1John 5:3 For this is the love of God, that we keep His commandments; and His commandments are not burdensome.
Conclusion
A. God's will is easy to understand and easy to apply:
1. Hear His Word
2. Believe His Word
3. Obey His Word
· Repent
· Confess Christ
· Be baptized
4. Live faithfully; reach for the crown everyday.
B. Will you be one of those who Paul says have loved the appearing of Jesus?
Invitation
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