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CONFLICTS UNCEASING

INTRODUCTION
A. The Church is a Militant Institution.
2 Tim.4:7 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the course, I have kept the faith;
1 Tim.6:12 Fight the good fight of faith; ..

B. Not Carnal Weapons or Carnal War—Crusades, Federal and State Laws, etc.
2 Corinthians 10:3-5 NKJV For though we walk in the flesh, we do not war according to the flesh. 4For the weapons of our warfare are not carnal but mighty in God for pulling down strongholds, 5casting down arguments and every high thing that exalts itself against the knowledge of God, bringing every thought into captivity to the obedience of Christ,
1. Real Conflicts, however, with real enemies. (Enemies of the church are enemies of all).
I. CONFLICTS OF THE PAST

A. With Governments. (Evil governments always have fought the church ... the first act of a dictator is to destroy the influence of the church).
1. Disciples in prison. Acts 4 and 5
Acts 4:1-7 NKJV Now as they spoke to the people, the priests, the captain of the temple, and the Sadducees came upon them, 2being greatly disturbed that they taught the people and preached in Jesus the resurrection from the dead. 3nd they laid hands on them, and put them in custody until the next day, for it was already evening. 
4However, many of those who heard the word believed; and the number of the men came to be about five thousand. 5And it came to pass, on the next day, that their rulers, elders, and scribes, 6as well as Annas the high priest, Caiaphas, John, and Alexander, and as many as were of the family of the high priest, were gathered together at Jerusalem. 7And when they had set them in the midst, they asked, "By what power or by what name have you done this?"
 (Peter preaches, v.8-12)
Acts 4:13-22 NKJV Now when they saw the boldness of Peter and John, and perceived that they were uneducated and untrained men, they marveled. And they realized that they had been with Jesus. 14And seeing the man who had been healed standing with them, they could say nothing against it. 15But when they had commanded them to go aside out of the council, they conferred among themselves, 16saying, "What shall we do to these men? For, indeed, that a notable miracle has been done through them is evident to all who dwell in Jerusalem, and we cannot deny it. 17But so that it spreads no further among the people, let us severely threaten them, that from now on they speak to no man in this name."
18So they called them and commanded them not to speak at all nor teach in the name of Jesus. 19But Peter and John answered and said to them, "Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you more than to God, you judge. 20For we cannot but speak the things which we have seen and heard." 21So when they had further threatened them, they let them go, finding no way of punishing them, because of the people, since they all glorified God for what had been done. 22For the man was over forty years old on whom this miracle of healing had been performed.
Acts 5:17-29 NKJV Then the high priest rose up, and all those who were with him (which is the sect of the Sadducees), and they were filled with indignation, 18and laid their hands on the apostles and put them in the common prison. 19But at night an angel of the Lord opened the prison doors and brought them out, and said, 20"Go, stand in the temple and speak to the people all the words of this life." 21And when they heard that, they entered the temple early in the morning and taught. But the high priest and those with him came and called the council together, with all the elders of the children of Israel, and sent to the prison to have them brought.
22But when the officers came and did not find them in the prison, they returned and reported, 23saying, "Indeed we found the prison shut securely, and the guards standing outside before the doors; but when we opened them, we found no one inside!" 24Now when the high priest, the captain of the temple, and the chief priests heard these things, they wondered what the outcome would be. 25So one came and told them, saying, "Look, the men whom you put in prison are standing in the temple and teaching the people!"
26Then the captain went with the officers and brought them without violence, for they feared the people, lest they should be stoned. 27And when they had brought them, they set them before the council. And the high priest asked them, 28saying, "Did we not strictly command you not to teach in this name? And look, you have filled Jerusalem with your doctrine, and intend to bring this Man's blood on us!" 29But Peter and the other apostles answered and said: "We ought to obey God rather than men.
2. James slain; Peter imprisoned.
Acts 12:1-11 NKJV Now about that time Herod the king stretched out his hand to harass some from the church. 2Then he killed James the brother of John with the sword. 3And because he saw that it pleased the Jews, he proceeded further to seize Peter also. Now it was during the Days of Unleavened Bread. 4So when he had arrested him, he put him in prison, and delivered him to four squads of soldiers to keep him, intending to bring him before the people after Passover. 5Peter was therefore kept in prison, but constant prayer was offered to God for him by the church. 6And when Herod was about to bring him out, that night Peter was sleeping, bound with two chains between two soldiers;

and the guards before the door were keeping the prison. 7Now behold, an angel of the Lord stood by him, and a light shone in the prison; and he struck Peter on the side and raised him up, saying, "Arise quickly!" And his chains fell off his hands. 8Then the angel said to him, "Gird yourself and tie on your sandals"; and so he did. And he said to him, "Put on your garment and follow me." 9So he went out and followed him, and did not know that what was done by the angel was real, but thought he was seeing a vision. 10When they were past the first and the second guard posts, they came to the iron gate that leads to the city, which opened to them of its own accord;

and they went out and went down one street, and immediately the angel departed from him. 11And when Peter had come to himself, he said, "Now I know for certain that the Lord has sent His angel, and has delivered me from the hand of Herod and from all the expectation of the Jewish people."

18-19 Then, as soon as it was day, there was no small stir among the soldiers about what had become of Peter. 19But when Herod had searched for him and not found him, he examined the guards and commanded that they should be put to death. …

3. Paul before the courts of Felix, Festus, and Agrippa. Acts 24-26
4. Later conflicts recorded in history.
a. Christians thrown to wild beasts, burned and crucified by the Caesars

Nero (54-68): In 64 A.D. large part of Rome destroyed by fire. Nero blamed by some. He blamed Christians (some say, others doubt). 1000’s of Christians tortured and put to death. Peter in 67 [crucifixion]', Paul beheaded in 68 [dates approximate]. Multitudes of Christians were burned as living torches in the gardens of Nero while the emperor drove his chariot among them.
Domitian (90-96): Thousands of believers were slain, especially in Rome and Italy.
110-313: church subjected to systematic, relentless, empire-wide series of attempts by the government to crush the ever growing-faith.
Simeon {or Simon, Mark 6:3} said to have attained to 120 years old, crucified by order of Roman governor of Palestine in 107 A.D.
Ignatus, bishop of Antioch in Syria, was thrown to wild beasts in the Roman amphitheater, 108 or 110 A.D.

Roman Emperor Marcus Aurelius [161-180 A.D.]: many thousands were beheaded or devoured by wild beasts in the arena. One was Polycarp, bishop of Smyrna in Asia Minor, died in 155 A.D. Commanded to curse the name of Jesus Christ, said, "Eighty and six years have I served Him, and he has done me nothing but good; and how could I curse him, my Lord and Saviour!" He was burned to death.
Many  More  ...  Diocletian  and  his successors [303-310 A.D.]: ordered all Bibles burned. All church buildings destroyed. "In some places the Christians were assembled in their churches, which were set on fire and burned with all the worshipers within her walls."
313 A.D. Constantine, emperor, issued Edict of Toleration. Christianity sanctioned. Persecution ended.

b. Inquisitions in various countries resulting from unholy union of corrupt governments with the apostate Roman Catholic Church.
B. With Judaism. [Church cannot exist contemporary with the Law of Moses).
1. This conflict difficult for several reasons:
a. Law of Moses admittedly from God.
b. "Law of the Fathers" 1500 years inbred sentiment.
c. Ecclesiastical system—power of priests.
d. Zeal of Judaistic teachers:

l) Saul of Tarsus
Galatians 1:13-14 NKJV For you have heard of my former conduct in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God beyond measure and tried to destroy it. 14And I advanced in Judaism beyond many of my contemporaries in my own nation, being more exceedingly zealous for the traditions of my fathers.
2) Jews at Lystra, Thessalonica, etc.
2. Apostles fought Judaism as they fought every false way
[As a gardener fights weeds . . . as a physician fights disease].
a. James and others in Acts 15
b. Paul in all his epistles; the book of Hebrews.
3. Modern Judaism is any doctrine sustained by Old Testament only . . . has same effect as described by Paul

Gal.5:4 You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.
C. With Heathenism. (Another false system)
1. At Philippi, Acts 19 [Fortune telling equal to heathenism]
2. Diana of Ephesus, Acts 19
3. Power and appeal of heathenism: gave the people what they wanted.
a. Lust and licentiousness. Superstition . . . belief in many gods. (Belief in one God and many churches just as bad and more inconsistent).

Atheism ~ On Sunday morning, February 14, 1993, on a T.V. program The Townhall Meeting the guest was an atheist who was advocating banning the Bible from our schools because it's bad language ["harlot" and "concubine" specifically mentioned] and it's immoral teachings...
a. Lot's getting drunk and his daughters lying with him.
b. Noah planting a vineyard,  drinking wind and getting drunk.
c. Other examples I cannot remember ...
One was cannibalism [unsubstantiated].
One may have been God's telling Abraham to sacrifice Isaac.

Another charge was that one of our founding fathers did about the same thing with the Bible [as this atheist] ~ compiled all the evil things it contained. Other panelists [Lutheran, Catholic, Seventh Day Adventist, Church of Christ, more] - one said other founding fathers founded our country on Biblical principals.
Thomas Paine [mentioned by the atheist] wrote The Age of Reason, by which he claimed the Bible would become extinct. Near the close of his life, penniless and outcast, wished that he had never heard of the Age of Reason.
II. CONFLICTS TODAY
A. All the Conflicts of the Past: Governments, Judaism, Heathenism.
B. Outside Enemies:

1. Liquor. Many potential church members lost yearly because liquor got them first.
2. Lustful pictures, literature, advertising.
3. Atheists and skeptics in schools and colleges.
(All these things influence the church. Oil and water will not mix, but it can be influenced by water—temperature—impurities...)
4. False, so-called “World Religions” such as the Muslims.
C. Inside Enemies.

1. Indifference of members.
2. Speculative theories and isms.
3. Selfishness, envy, ignorance. These inside enemies must be fought as an army fights epidemics in order that soldiers o Christ may be fit and united.
CONCLUSION

A. The Church in the World is Like a Ship in a Stormy Sea.

1. It has and will always have its conflicts.
2. A strong hand and a steady head are needed at all times to steer clear of the reefs and rocks all along our way.
3. A church left to drift will end as disastrously as a ship that is left to drift.
4. Let the church be kept free of any entangling and corrupting alliances that might tend to compromise the message of the church and her influence.
B. There is a Conflict going on Within You

To decide whether you will obey Christ or Satan . . .
Only Satan would want you to reject Christ.
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