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CITIES OF REFUGE
TEXT
Numbers 35:9-34 Then the LORD spoke to Moses, saying, 10Speak to the sons of Israel and say to them, When you cross the Jordan into the land of Canaan, 11then you shall select for yourselves cities to be your cities of refuge, that the manslayer who has killed any person unintentionally may flee there. 12And the cities shall be to you as a refuge from the avenger, so that the manslayer may not die until he stands before the congregation for trial. 13And the cities which you are to give shall be your six cities of refuge. l4You shall give three cities across the Jordan and three cities in the land of Canaan; they are to be cities of refiige. 15These six cities shall be for refuge for the sons of Israel, and for the alien and for the sojourner among them; that anyone who kills a person unintentionally may flee there.

(16-23 "Rules" concerning whether a death was caused intentionally or not, whether it was murder or unintentional killing.)
24then the congregation shall judge between the slayer and the blood avenger according to these * ordinances. 2*And the congregation shall deliver the manslayer from the hand of the blood avenger, and the congregation shall restore him to his city of refuge to which he fled; and he shall live in it until the death of the high priest who was anointed with the holy oil. 26But if the manslayer shall at any time go beyond the border of his city of refuge to which he may flee, 27and the blood avenger finds him outside the border of his city of refuge, and the blood avenger kills the manslayer, he shall not be guilty of blood 28because he should have remained in his city of refuge until the death of the high priest. But after the death of the high priest the manslayer shall return to the land of his possession. 29And these things shall be for a statutory ordinance to you throughout your generations in all your dwellings. 30If anyone kills a person, the murderer shall be put to death at the evidence of witnesses, but no person shall be put to death on the testimony of one witness. Moreover, you shall not take ransom for the life of a murderer who is guilty of death, but he shall surely be put to death. 32And you shall not take ransom for him who has fled to his city of refuge, that he may return to live in the land before the death of the priest. 33So you shall not pollute the land in which you are; for blood pollutes the land and no expiation can be made for the land for the blood that is shed on it, except by the blood of him who shed it. 34And you shall not defile the land in which you live, in the midst of which I dwell; for I the LORD am dwelling in the midst of the sons of Israel.'"

Joshua 20 1Then the LORD spoke to Joshua, saying, 2"Speak to the sons of Israel, saying, 'Designate the cities of refuge, of which I spoke to you through Moses, 3that the manslayer who kills any person unintentionally, without premeditation, may flee there, and they shall be come your refuge from the avenger of blood. 4And he shall flee to one of these cities, and shall stand at the entrance of the gate of the city and state his case in the hearing of the elders of that city; and they shall take him into the city to them and give him a place, so that he may dwell among them, 5Now if the avenger of blood pursues him, then they shall not deliver the manslayer into his hand, because he struck his neighbor without premeditation and did not hate him beforehand. 6And he shall dwell in that city until he stands before the congregation for judgment, until the death of the one who is high priest in those days. Then the manslayer shall return to his own city and to his own house, to the city from which he fled."' So they set apart Kedesh (Key - desh) in Galilee in the hill country of Naphtali and Shechem in the hill country of Ephraim, and Kiriath-arba (Kir- jath - ar' - ba) (that is, Hebron) in the hill country of Judah. 8And beyond the Jordan east of Jericho, they designated Bezer in the wilderness on the plain from the tribe of Reuben, and Ramoth (Ra -moth) in Gilead from the tribe of Gad, and Golan in Bashan from the tribe of Manasseh. 9These were the appointed cities for all the sons of Israel and for the stranger who sojourns among them, that whoever kills any person unintentionally may flee there, and not die by the hand of the avenger of blood until he stands before the congregation.
INTRODUCTION
A. Tell why (for what purpose) the cities of refuge were set apart. Gen.9:6 "Who-ever sheds man's blood, By man his blood shall be shed, For in the image of God He made man."
B. Evidently the writer of the Hebrew letter had in mind these cities of refuge when he penned... Heb.6:17-18
In the same way God, desiring even more to show to the heirs of the promise the unchangeableness of His purpose, interposed with an oath, in order that by two unchangeable things, in which it is impossible for God to lie, we may have strong encouragement, we who have fled for refuge in laying hold of the hope set before us.
… for each city seems to have some characteristic of the church.

C. Just as the person who killed his neighbor unawares was sure of safety if he gained entrance into a city of refuge; likewise the person who is in Christ, a member of the body of Christ, added to the church by the Lord, has refuge from sin and condemnation.
D. The sinner has sinned against God; but Jesus shed His blood for our sins. Therefore, we can find REFUGE in Christ and His body which is the church.
RESEMBLANCE BETWEEN THE CITIES OF REFUGE AND THE CHURCH OF JESUS CHRIST

i. KEDESH (Ke - desh)
- Adam Clarke: .. .from kadash, to separate or set apart, because it implies the consecration of a person or thing to the worship of God alone; hence to make or be holy, and hence Kedesh, holiness, the full consecration of a person to God.
A. The church is a holy institution (1 Pet.2:9 "holy nation") and is set apart (2 Cor.6:17 "be separate,")
B. The church is the ekklesia - the called out of God.
1 Thess.2:12 so that you may walk in a manner worthy of the God who calls you into His own kingdom and glory.
Col 1:13-14 For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
1. Why should we be called out of the world if we are not going to stay out and be separate?
2. The church is in the world, but not of the world:

John 15:18-19 "If the world hates you, you know that it has hated Me before it hated you. If you were of the world, the world would love its own; but because you are not of the world, but I chose you out of the world, therefore the world hates you.”
John 17:14-16 "I have given them Thy word; and the world has hated them, because they are not of the world, even as I am not of the world. I do not ask Thee to take them out of the world, but to keep them from the evil one. They are not of the world, even as I am not of the world."
Rom. 12:1-2 I urge you therefore, brethren, by the mercies of God, to present your bodies a living and holy sacrifice, acceptable to God, which is your spiritual service of worship. And do not be conformed to this world, but be transformed by the renewing of your mind, that you may prove what the will of God is, that which is good and acceptable and perfect.
C. The unclean shall not pass over it. Isa.35:8
1. Only those who are holy will be presented unto Christ when He comes again! Eph.5:27
that He might present to Himself the church in all her glory, having no spot or wrinkle or any such thing; but that she should be holy and blameless.

II. SHECHEM (She'- ch em)
Clarke: ...from shacham, to be ready, forward, and diligent, hence Shechem, the shoulder, because of its readiness to bear burdens, prop up, sustain, &c, and from this ideal meaning it has the metaphorical one of government.
A. We think of support when we think of shoulder. Picture Atlas with the world on his shoulders. Old Saying: Put your shoulder to the wheel
B. The church is the support of the truth. 1 Tim.3:15
... the church of the living God, the pillar and support of the truth. Pillar and stay (margin nasb) - Pillar and foundation (Goodspeed) - Pillar and bulwark (Moffatt)
C. The church should be ready, forward, and diligent to support and present the truth. The seven lampstands ... are the seven churches (Rev.1:20) expresses the same idea – church should shine forth the Word of Truth!
Iii. HEBRON (He - bron)
Clarke: ...chebron, Hebron, from chabar, to associate, join, conjoin, unite as friends', and hence chebron, fellowship, friendly association, or with the diminutive nun, the little fellowship or association.
A. Joint participation.
Philippians 1:3 NKJV I thank my God upon every remembrance of you,

Philippians 2:25 NKJV Yet I considered it necessary to send to you Epaphroditus, my brother, fellow worker, and fellow soldier, but your messenger and the one who ministered to my need;

Philippians 4:14-16 NKJV 14Nevertheless you have done well that you shared in my distress. 15Now you Philippians know also that in the beginning of the gospel, when I departed from Macedonia, no church shared with me concerning giving and receiving but you only. 16For even in Thessalonica you sent aid once and again for my necessities.

B. Contribution
2 Corinthians 9:13 NKJV while, through the proof of this ministry, they glorify God for the obedience of your confession to the gospel of Christ, and for your liberal sharing with them and all men,

Romans 15:26 NKJV  For it pleased those from Macedonia and Achaia to make a certain contribution for the poor among the saints who are in Jerusalem.

B. Association
1 Corinthians 10:20 NKJV Rather, that the things which the Gentiles sacrifice they sacrifice to demons and not to God, and I do not want you to have fellowship with demons.

Ephesians 5:11 NKJV And have no fellowship with the unfruitful works of darkness, but rather expose them.

1 John 1:5-10 (walk in the light and have fellowship with God and so have fellowship with one another)
IV. BEZER
"...from batsar, to restrain, enclose, shut up, or encompass with a wall; and hence the goods or treasure thus secured, and hence a fortified place, a fortress. ibid.)
A. The church is a strong fortress, a fortification against the powers of evil.
B. In Christ and His church we have refuge from the ravages of the tempter.
1. It is impossible for the fiery darts of the devil to penetrate us or the combined forces of evil to injure us if we abide in His Word.
Eph.6:13-17 "...take up the full armor of God, that you may be able to resist in the evil day, and having done everything, to stand firm. Stand firm therefore, Having Girded Your Loins With Truth, and Having Put On The Breastplate Of Righteousness, and having shod Your Feet With The Preparation Of The Gospel Of Peace; in addition to all, taking up the shield of faith with which you will be able to extinguish all the flaming missiles of the evil one. And take the helmet of salvation, and the sword of the Spirit, which is the word of God."
1 John 3: 6. "No one who abides in Him sins; no one who sins has seen Him or knows Him." 9. "No one who is born of God practices sin, because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God."
C. In Christ and His Church we have refuge from death.
1. The gates of hell did not prevent His building His Church (Matt.16:18).
Rev.14:13 "And I heard a voice from heaven, saying, 'Write, "Blessed are the dead who die in the Lord from now on!’” 'Yes,' says the Spirit, 'that they may rest from their labors, for their deeds follow with them.'"
V. RAMOTH "...from [Heb.] raam, to be raised, made high or exalted, and hence Ramoth, high places, eminences. (ibid)
A. The church of Jesus Christ occupies a high and exalted position! Matt.5:14 "Ye are the light of the world. A city set on a hill cannot be hid."

1. There is no institution on earth so elevated in God's estimation as the church.
2. There are many organizations, commercial, political, social and religious of international prestige; but the church has the exalted favor and affection of God!

B. There is no honor as great as being a humble citizen in the kingdom of God.
Matt.11:11 "...among those born of women there has not arisen anyone greater than John the Baptist; yet he who is least in the kingdom of heaven is greater than he.”
C. The church of our Lord is truly our "Ramoth" or "elevation"!
1. The only way for us to be lifted above sin and above ourselves, is to be lifted up into the presence of the redeemed in Jesus Christ. Isa.2:2
ESV It shall come to pass in the latter days that the mountain of the house of the lord shall be established as the highest of the mountains, and shall be lifted up above the hills; and all the nations shall flow to it,
VI. GOLAN "...from [Heb.] galah, to remove, transmigrate, or pass away; hence Golan, a transmigration or passage. Some derive it from [Heb.] gal, to rejoice, hence golan, rejoicing or exultation.(ibid., 2:80-81)
A. The church is truly the passage from this life to the next.
John 10:1-18 (sheepfold)
1 Cor.15:24 "then comes the end, when He delivers up the kingdom to the God and Father, when He has abolished all rule and all authority and power."
A. There is rejoicing and exultation on the part of those who are members in the body of Christ.
1. Jesus said, "I will see you again, and your heart shall rejoice" (Jn.16:22)
2. Paul wrote, "we rejoice in hope of the glory of God" (Rom.5:2)
"that I may rejoice in the day of Christ" (Phil.2:16)
3. Peter wrote, "ye rejoice greatly with joy unspeakable and full of glory" (1 Pet.1:8)
SOME FACTS ABOUT THESE CITIES OF REFUGE

I. THE ROAD into them is said to have been smooth, plain, accessable to all.
A. The way of holiness is made plain to all.
Isaiah 35:8 ESV And a highway shall be there, and it shall be called the Way of Holiness; the unclean shall not pass over it. It shall belong to those who walk on the way; even if they are fools, they shall not go astray.
Micah 4:2 "And many nations will come and say, 'Come and let us go up to the mountain of the Lord And to the house of the God of Jacob, That He may teach us about His ways And that we may walk in His paths.' For from Zion will go forth the law, even the word of the Lord from Jerusalem."
II. POSTS with signs and inscriptions were set up, directing the way for all.
A. God has given us signposts of direction, pointing to this highway of holiness which leads into the refuge in Christ Jesus. "Thy word is a lamp unto my feet, and a light unto my path" (Psalm 119:105)
B. The entire Bible comprises posts of direction.
1. The O.T. told the Jews that Christ would come.
2. The 4 Gospels refer to the fact that He did come.

3. Acts of Apostles contains the history of conversions, telling us how to get into the church,
4. The Epistles of the N.T. tell us how to live the Christian life and how to remain in the refuge of Jesus Christ.
5. Revelation is a description of the church triumphant over the forces of evil, containing a description of the home of the soul, which awaits those who have "washed their robes and made them white in the blood of the Lamb."

III. THESE CITIES ARE REACHED from all parts of the country
Likewise the gospel is for all men. Matt.28:19; Mk.l6:15
Tit.2:11-12 "For the grace of God has appeared, bringing salvation to all men, instructing us..."
Rev.22:17 "And the Spirit and the bride say, 'Come.’ And let the one who hears say, 'Come.’ And let the one who is thirsty come; let the one who wishes take the water of life without cost."

IV. THE CITIES HERE WELL SUPPLIED

With water provisions and all kinds of provisions.

Today, only in Christ do we have "all spiritual blessings."
(Eph.1:3) 2 Tim.3:16-17]
V. THE GATES STOOD OPEN DAY AND NIGHT
Likewise the door into Christ is never closed.
Isa.55:6-7 "Seek the Lord while He may be found; Call upon Him while He is near. Let the wicked forsake his way, And the unrighteous man his thoughts; And let him return to the Lord, And He will have compassion on him; And to our God, For He will abundantly pardon."
Rev.22:14 "Blessed are those who wash their robes, that they may have the right to the tree of life, and may enter by the gates into the city."

VI. HENCE HEAVEN HAS DONE EVERYTHING

It possibly can for the redemption of man, and if he is not saved it will be his own fault!
CONCLUSION:

A. "All things are ready." The gates are always open.
1. The one who desired to enter into one of the cities of refuge could not be saved from the pursuer until he got within the gates of the city.
2. "Almost" would not be enough!
B. Jesus says, "Now" (2 Cor.6:2)r but the Devil says, "Some other time." Jesus says, "Today; hear My voice" (Heb.4:7), but Satan says, "Wait; procrastinate."
C. Will you flee for refuge in Christ today?
D. Don't leave refuge lest Satan slay you! (Num.35:27-28)
1. If you have left, hurry back!
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