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Overview of Calvinism: Irresistible Grace

Theme: God's grace can be resisted. 2 Tim. 2:14-26
NKJV 14Remind them of these things, charging them before the Lord not to strive about words to no profit, to the ruin of the hearers. 15Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness. 17And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort, 18who have strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already past; and they overthrow the faith of some. 19Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: "The Lord knows those who are His," and, "Let everyone who names the name of Christ[3] depart from iniquity." 20But in a great house there are not only vessels of gold and silver, but also of wood and clay, some for honor and some for dishonor. 21Therefore if anyone cleanses himself from the latter, he will be a vessel for honor, sanctified and useful for the Master, prepared for every good work. 22Flee also youthful lusts; but pursue righteousness, faith, love, peace with those who call on the Lord out of a pure heart. 23But avoid foolish and ignorant disputes, knowing that they generate strife. 24And a servant of the Lord must not quarrel but be gentle to all, able to teach, patient, 25in humility correcting those who are in opposition, if God perhaps will grant them repentance, so that they may know the truth, 26and that they may come to their senses and escape the snare of the devil, having been taken captive by him to do his will.

INTRODUCTION 

A. Previously: 

1. We looked at the historical background to the Calvinistic doctrine. 

2. We looked at the doctrine of 'Total Depravity' as it related to the whole of Calvinism. 

3. We looked at the doctrine of 'Unconditional Election.' 

4. We also looked at the doctrine of 'Limited Atonement.' 

B. In this lesson we will look at the Calvinistic teaching regarding 'Irresistible Grace' (also known as Efficacious Grace) 

1. Irresistible grace means that the Holy Spirit brings the sinner (by God's particular choosing from before the foundation of the world) to salvation. 

2. The gospel call is for "all" (the whole world) to hear its message of salvation, but ability to be saved rests solely upon God's choosing of whomever He has chosen to be saved. 

3. Thus, the "Holy Spirit, in order to bring God's elect to salvation, extends to them a special inward call in addition to the outward call contained in the gospel message."1 
I. CALVINISTIC DOCTRINE OF IRRESISTIBLE GRACE 

A. General statements showing that salvation is the work of the Spirit as well as that of the Father and the Son. Rom.8:14;     1 Cor.2:10-14; 6:11; 12:3; 2 Cor.3:6; 3:17-18; 1 Pet.1:2
Romans 8:14 For as many as are led by the Spirit of God, these are sons of God.

1 Cor.2: 10But God has revealed them to us through His Spirit. For the Spirit searches all things, yes, the deep things of God. 11For what man knows the things of a man except the spirit of the man which is in him? Even so no one knows the things of God except the Spirit of God. 12Now we have received, not the spirit of the world, but the Spirit who is from God, that we might know the things that have been freely given to us by God. 13These things we also speak, not in words which man's wisdom teaches but which the Holy Spirit teaches, comparing spiritual things with spiritual. 14But the natural man does not receive the things of the Spirit of God, for they are foolishness to him; nor can he know them, because they are spiritually discerned.

B. Through regeneration or the new birth sinners are given spiritual life and made God's children. The Bible describes this process as a spiritual resurrection, a creation, the giving of a new heart, etc. The inward change, which is thus wrought through the Holy Spirit, results from God's power and grace, and in no way is He dependent upon man's help for success in this work. 

1. The author of this second "birth" is the Holy Spirit; the instrument which He uses is the word of God.
John 1:12-13; 3:3-8; Titus 3:5; 1 Pet.1:3, 23; 1 John 5:4
John 1: 12But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, to those who believe in His name: 13who were born, not of blood, nor of the will of the flesh, nor of the will of man, but of God.

1 Peter 1:23 having been born again, not of corruptible seed but incorruptible, through the word of God which lives and abides forever,
2. Through the Spirit's work the dead sinner is given a new heart (nature) and made to walk in God's law. In Christ he becomes a new creation. Deut.30:6; Ezek.36:26-27; Gal.6:15; Eph.2:10; 2 Cor.5:17-18
Eph.2:10 For we are His workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand that we should walk in them.

2 Cor.5: 17Therefore, if anyone is in Christ, he is a new creation; old things have passed away; behold, all things have become new. 18Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation,

3. The Holy Spirit raises the sinner from his state of spiritual death and makes him alive. John 5:21; Eph.2:1, 5; Col.2:13
Eph.2:1 And you He made alive, who were dead in trespasses and sins, v.5 even when we were dead in trespasses, made us alive together with Christ (by grace you have been saved),

C. God makes known to His chosen ones the secrets of the kingdom through the inward personal revelation given by the Spirit. Matt.11:25-27; Luke 10:21; Matt.13:10-11, 16; Luke 8:10; Matt.16:15-17; John 6:37, 44-45, 64-65; 1 Cor.2:14; Eph. 1:17-18
Eph.1: 17that the God of our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of glory, may give to you the spirit of wisdom and revelation in the knowledge of Him, 18the eyes of your understanding being enlightened; that you may know what is the hope of His calling, what are the riches of the glory of His inheritance in the saints,

D. Faith and Repentance are divine gifts and are wrought in the soul through the regenerating work of the Holy Spirit. Acts 5:31; 11:18; 13:48; 16:14; 18:27; Eph.2:8-9; Phil.1:29; 2 Tim.2:25-26
Acts 5:31 Him God has exalted to His right hand to be Prince and Savior, to give repentance to Israel and forgiveness of sins.

Phil.1:29 For to you it has been granted on behalf of Christ, not only to believe in Him, but also to suffer for His sake,

E. The gospel invitation extends a general outward call to salvation to all who hear the message. In addition to this external call, the Holy Spirit extends a special inward call to the elect only. The general call of the gospel can be, and often is, rejected, but the special call of the Spirit cannot be rejected; it always results in the conversion of those to whom it is made. Rom.1:6-7; 8:30; 9:23-24; 1 Cor.1:1-2, 9, 23-31; Gal.1:15-16; Eph.4:4; 2 Tim.1:9; Heb.9:15; Jude 1; 1 Pet.1:15; 2:9; 5:10; 2 Pet.1:3; Rev.17:14
Rom.1: 6among whom you also are the called of Jesus Christ; 7To all who are in Rome, beloved of God, called to be saints: …
Jude 1:1 Jude, a bondservant of Jesus Christ, … To those who are called, sanctified by God the Father, and preserved in Jesus Christ:

F. The application of salvation is all of grace and is accomplished solely through the almighty power of God. Isa.55:11; John 3:27; 17:2; Rom.9:16; 1 Cor.3:6-7; 4:7; Phil.2:12-13; James 1:18; 5:20
1 Cor.3: 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the increase. 7So then neither he who plants is anything, nor he who waters, but God who gives the increase.

Phil.2: 12Therefore, my beloved, as you have always obeyed, not as in my presence only, but now much more in my absence, work out your own salvation with fear and trembling; 13for it is God who works in you both to will and to do for His good pleasure.

II. THE WHOLE COUNSEL OF GOD 

NOTE: Remember, the whole of this particular doctrine (within the scheme of the Calvinistic theology) is called "irresistible grace." Thus, it is important to see the whole counsel of God on whether or not God's grace is "resistible" or "irresistible." 

A. The Holy Spirit, by breathing forth the word of God through inspired men is the author of the holy scriptures. 2 Tim.3:14-17
14But you must continue in the things which you have learned and been assured of, knowing from whom you have learned them, 15and that from childhood you have known the Holy Scriptures, which are able to make you wise for salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus. 16All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable for doctrine, for reproof, for correction, for instruction in righteousness, 17that the man of God may be complete, thoroughly equipped for every good work.

1. This is how He accomplishes His work of Salvation. 

2. not, by (miraculously) making an individual freely choose salvation. 

B. Resisting God's grace.
1. The charge for God's elect not to stray from the truth (i.e. resist God's grace). 2 Tim.2:14-19
14Remind them of these things, charging them before the Lord not to strive about words to no profit, to the ruin of the hearers. 15Be diligent to present yourself approved to God, a worker who does not need to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. 16But shun profane and idle babblings, for they will increase to more ungodliness. 17And their message will spread like cancer. Hymenaeus and Philetus are of this sort, 18who have strayed concerning the truth, saying that the resurrection is already past; and they overthrow the faith of some. 19Nevertheless the solid foundation of God stands, having this seal: "The Lord knows those who are His," and, "Let everyone who names the name of Christ depart from iniquity."

a. Hymenaeus and Philetus strayed from the truth. v.17-18
b. Their false doctrine overthrew the faith of other Christians. v.18
2. The warning (among God's people) who deny the power of godliness and oppose the truth. 2 Tim. 3:1-9
1But know this, that in the last days perilous times will come: 2For men will be lovers of themselves, lovers of money, boasters, proud, blasphemers, disobedient to parents, unthankful, unholy, 3unloving, unforgiving, slanderers, without self-control, brutal, despisers of good, 4traitors, headstrong, haughty, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God, 5having a form of godliness but denying its power. And from such people turn away! 6For of this sort are those who creep into households and make captives of gullible women loaded down with sins, led away by various lusts, 7always learning and never able to come to the knowledge of the truth. 8Now as Jannes and Jambres resisted Moses, so do these also resist the truth: men of corrupt minds, disapproved concerning the faith; 9but they will progress no further, for their folly will be manifest to all, as theirs also was.

3. The charge to "preach the word" because there would be a time when God's people would turn their ears away from the truth. 2 Tim. 4:1-4
1I charge you therefore before God and the Lord Jesus Christ, who will judge the living and the dead at His appearing and His kingdom: 2Preach the word! Be ready in season and out of season. Convince, rebuke, exhort, with all longsuffering and teaching. 3For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine, but according to their own desires, because they have itching ears, they will heap up for themselves teachers; 4and they will turn their ears away from the truth, and be turned aside to fables.

4. Even the Jewish people (of the chosen nation) Israel, known as God's elect, have been known to resist the Holy Spirit. Acts 7:51 (cp. Psalm 33:12)
Acts 7:51 "You stiff-necked and uncircumcised in heart and ears! You always resist the Holy Spirit; as your fathers did, so do you.

Psalms 33:12 Blessed is the nation whose God is the lord, The people He has chosen as His own inheritance.

NOTE: Psalm 33:12 is the passage Calvinists use to support unconditional election, which ultimately means that one elected cannot fall from grace.
C. Thus, those who "resist" God, His word, the Holy Spirit, etc. also means they resist His grace. 

1. Those who have tasted salvation and have been partakers of the Holy Spirit can also fall away. Heb.6:4-6 
2. Those who resist God's grace have fallen from His grace. Gal.5:4

CONCLUSION 

A. While Calvinism misuses (many) passages in attempting to show their doctrine of irresistible grace, they also neglect the simple and plain passages that show how God's grace is in fact resistible. 

B. Next Lord's day we will look at the final doctrinal point of Calvinism: Perseverance of the Saints.



FOOTNOTE 

1 - NOTE: as in the previous lessons. All material under "Calvinistic Doctrine" comes from the following book. Steele, David & Thomas, Curtis, The Five Points of Calvinism, 1963. P. 48.
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