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Overview of Calvinism 3: Unconditional Election 1

Theme: God wants all saved (not some), but salvation is conditional. 2 Pet. 3:5-9
ESV 5For they deliberately overlook this fact, that the heavens existed long ago, and the earth was formed out of water and through water by the word of God, 6and that by means of these the world that then existed was deluged with water and perished. 7But by the same word the heavens and earth that now exist are stored up for fire, being kept until the day of judgment and destruction of the ungodly. 8But do not overlook this one fact, beloved, that with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day. 9The Lord is not slow to fulfill his promise as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing that any should perish, but that all should reach repentance.

INTRODUCTION
A. Previously:
1. In the first lesson we looked at the historical background to the Calvinistic doctrine.
2. In the previous lesson we looked at the doctrine of 'total depravity' as it related to the whole of Calvinism.
B. Today, we shall continue our study of Calvinism within the confine of a doctrine commonly referred to as 'Unconditional Election.' 

1. Calvinistic doctrine regarding 'unconditional election.'
a. God -- before the foundation of the world -- chose each individual He would save.
b. Election is not salvation but unto salvation.
c. God's will determined (from the foundation of the world) which sinners would be shown mercy and saved.
2. This lesson aims to show the falsehood of this doctrine.
NOTE: For the remainder of this series I have changed the format of the sermon outlines to better present the material. When necessary, two sermons will be devoted to a particular Calvinistic doctrinal point. 

I. PASSAGES USED TO DEFEND 'UNCONDITIONAL ELECTION'
Deuteronomy 10:14-15; Psalm 33:12; 65:4; 106:5; Haggai 2:23; Matthew 11:27; 22:14; 24:22,24,31; Luke 18:7; Romans 8:28-30,33; 11:28; Colossians 3:12; 1 Thessalonians 5:9; Titus 1:1; 1 Peter 1:1-2; 2:8-9; Revelation 17:14
Matthew 11:27 All things have been handed over to me by my Father, and no one knows the Son except the Father, and no one knows the Father except the Son and anyone to whom the Son chooses to reveal him.
Romans 8: 28And we know that for those who love God all things work together for good, for those who are called according to his purpose. 29For those whom he foreknew he also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that he might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those whom he predestined he also called, and those whom he called he also justified, and those whom he justified he also glorified. 31What then shall we say to these things? If God is for us, who can be against us? 32He who did not spare his own Son but gave him up for us all, how will he not also with him graciously give us all things? 33Who shall bring any charge against God's elect? It is God who justifies.

II. BEFORE THE FOUNDATION OF THE WORLD
Calvinistic doctrine teaches: Before the foundation of the world, God chose particular individuals unto salvation. His selection was not based upon any foreseen response or act performed by those chosen. Faith and good works are the result, not the cause of God's choice.
A. God did the choosing. Mark 13:20 And if the Lord had not cut short the days, no human being would be saved. But for the sake of the elect, whom he chose, he shortened the days.
B. God's choice was made before the foundation of the world. Eph.1:4 (2 Thess.2:13; 2 Tim.1:9; Rev.13:8; 17:8)
Ephesians 1:4 even as He chose us in Him before the foundation of the world, …
C. God chose particular individuals unto salvation -- their names were written in the book of life before the foundation of the world. Rev.13:8; 17:8
Revelation 13:8 and all who dwell on earth will worship it, everyone whose name has not been written before the foundation of the world in the book of life of the Lamb that was slain.

Revelation 17:8 … whose names have not been written in the book of life from the foundation of the world …
D. God's choice was not based upon any foreseen merit residing in those whom He chose, nor was it based on any foreseen good works performed by them. Rom.9:11-13; 9:16; 10:20; 1 Cor.1:27-29; 2 Tim.1:9
Romans 9: 11though they were not yet born and had done nothing either good or bad--in order that God's purpose of election might continue, not because of works but because of his call-- 12she was told, "The older will serve the younger." 13As it is written, "Jacob I loved, but Esau I hated."
2 Timothy 1:9 who saved us and called us to a holy calling, not because of our works but because of his own purpose and grace, which he gave us in Christ Jesus before the ages began,
E. Good works are the result, not the ground, of predestination. Eph.1:12; 2:10; John 15:16
Ephesians 2:10 For we are his workmanship, created in Christ Jesus for good works, which God prepared beforehand, that we should walk in them.
F. God's choice was not based upon foreseen faith. Faith is the result and therefore the evidence of God's election, not the cause or ground of His choice. Acts 18:27; Phil.1:29; 2:12-13; 1 Thess.1:4,5; 2 Thess.2:13,14; James 2:5
Philippians 1:29 For it has been granted to you that for the sake of Christ you should not only believe in him but also suffer for his sake,
G. It is by faith and good works that one confirms his calling and election. 2 Pet.1:5-11
2 Peter 1: 5For this very reason, make every effort to supplement your faith with virtue, and virtue with knowledge, 6and knowledge with self-control, and self-control with steadfastness, and steadfastness with godliness, 7and godliness with brotherly affection, and brotherly affection with love. 8For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they keep you from being ineffective or unfruitful in the knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9For whoever lacks these qualities is so nearsighted that he is blind, having forgotten that he was cleansed from his former sins. 10Therefore, brothers, be all the more diligent to make your calling and election sure, for if you practice these qualities you will never fall. 11For in this way there will be richly provided for you an entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ.
III. SCRIPTURAL RESPONSE
A. God wants and provides for all to be saved. Luke 2:8-11
Luke 2: 8And in the same region there were shepherds out in the field, keeping watch over their flock by night. 9And an angel of the Lord appeared to them, and the glory of the Lord shone around them, and they were filled with fear. 10And the angel said to them, "Fear not, for behold, I bring you good news of a great joy that will be for all the people. 11For unto you is born this day in the city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.
1. God's will is for all to be saved. 1 Tim.2:3-6
1 Timothy 2: 3This is good, and it is pleasing in the sight of God our Savior, 4who desires all people to be saved and to come to the knowledge of the truth. 5For there is one God, and there is one mediator between God and men, the man Christ Jesus, 6who gave himself as a ransom for all, which is the testimony given at the proper time.
2. Christ died for the "just" (those justified by His blood) and the "unjust" (those not justified and left guilty of their sins). 1 Pet.3:21
1 Peter 3:21 Baptism, which corresponds to this, now saves you, not as a removal of dirt from the body but as an appeal to God for a good conscience, through the resurrection of Jesus Christ,
3. Synonymously, He does not want any to perish. 2 Pet.3:9
4. Additionally, He made it possible for "whoever" not to perish, but have everlasting life. John 3:16
5. Such a great gift of everlasting life (and thus, not perishing) is conditional (not "unconditional" as Calvinism teaches):
a. Coming to the knowledge of truth. 1 Tim.2:4
b. Believing that Jesus is the Christ. John 3:16-17; Mark 16:16; Rom.10:8-13
c. Repenting. Acts 2:38; 17:30
d. Being baptized "for the remission of sins." Mark 16:16; Acts 2:38 (Matt.26:27)
6. Not all, however, "come to the knowledge of truth," "believe," "repent," or are baptized "for the remission of sins."
B. God chose -- from the foundation of the world -- those whom He foreknew would meet His conditions of salvation. Rom.8:29-30
29For those whom He foreknew He also predestined to be conformed to the image of his Son, in order that He might be the firstborn among many brothers. 30And those whom He predestined He also called, and those whom He called He also justified, and those whom He justified He also glorified.
1. Whom God "foreknew" (προ, before, γινώσκω, to know) would obey the gospel, …
G4267 προγινώσκω proginōskō Thayer Definition: 1) to have knowledge before hand 2) to foreknow 2a) of those whom God elected to salvation 3) to predestinate

… these He predestined (προ, before, ορίζω, to determine or ordain) to be "conformed to the image of His Son," and these He called (by the preaching of the Gospel).
G4309 προορίζω proorizō Thayer Definition: 1) to predetermine, decide beforehand 2) in the nt of God decreeing from eternity 3) to foreordain, appoint beforehand

2. Foreknowledge of someone's belief and obedience to the gospel does not mean that God made that individual obey the gospel (as taught in Calvinism). God's foreknowledge is independent of man's free will.
3. God inspired the apostle Peter to admonish "the elect" to (of his free will) "be holy." 1 Pet.1:1, 13-22
4. Thus, as the elect, we must make our calling and election sure. 2 Pet.1:10
C. Good works (which God created beforehand that we should walk in) are done "by faith" not as a confirmation of one's calling. (note: there are individuals who are not Christians "by faith" yet do "Christ-like" things. By this false reasoning these "non-Christians" are actually Christians because their works confirm their Christianity! Such is nonsense.)

CONCLUSION
A. As clearly seen, God wants all saved and has provided the means by which all can be saved.
1. Yet, by man's free will, a choice is made to accept or reject God's will for us to be saved by His grace.
2. Calvinism would have us believe differently.
B. In Part 2 we finish other pieces to the "unconditional election" doctrine that comprises Calvinism.
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