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Denominational Doctrines
Lesson 15: Why I Left the Church of Christ
Introduction
Note: the outline is presented pretty much as received from Jack except for some changes in formatting and the inclusion of some Scripture text. Any comments of mine will be very noticeable but I may not have included in the outline everything I discussed in the course of presenting this study. –Larry A Bunch

A.
To Series
1. Requested by the church.
2. Thus far we have covered denominationalism, faith alone, misconceptions about the work of the Holy Spirit, instrumental music, and doctrines of the end times.
3. In our last few lessons we have been examining specific groups and their beliefs. We have looked at Catholicism, Calvinism, Pentecostalism, Mormonism, and Islam.
B.
To This Lesson
1. In this lesson we are going to look inward. After all this examination of others it is only right that we look at ourselves and examine ourselves.
2. To avoid a self-righteous examination I went to a website for ex-members of the churches of Christ http://ex-churchofchrist.com/index.htm Note: this is not the link Jack gave but I could not get anything with that link so I searched and found this one. –Larry A Bunch
a.
What we are going to do in this lesson is examine the critiques that this site makes of churches of Christ.
b.
Our purpose will not be to defend the church, though we certainly will when that is appropriate, but to try and evaluate ourselves honestly in light of these critiques.
Body
A.   The site accuses churches of Christ of "spiritual abuse."
1. The site defines spiritual abuse as, "1) a religion that leaves you feeling discouraged and trapped; 2) manipulation done in the name of God and love, resulting in feeling torn, shamed, and enraged."
2. Our first reaction is to be defensive; we will jump to refute this, but let's try to look for the reasons that this statement has been made and see if we can improve.
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3. It is true that sometimes in churches of Christ obedience is emphasized to the point that we forget that our salvation is faith based and not performance based, Romans 4:1-8. (We will look at this passage in a moment, but first: two more of Jack’s comments…)
a.
When balance is not maintained this sometimes leads people to feel discouraged and trapped because they know they are not perfect and cannot earn their way to heaven by their own works.
b.
Let's resolve to keep the proper balance. Yes, obedience is important, but salvation is based on faith in God to forgive, not on perfect obedience.

Romans 4: 1What shall we say then that Abraham our father, as pertaining to the flesh, hath found? 2For if Abraham were justified by works, he hath whereof to glory; but not before God. 3For what saith the Scripture? Abraham believed God, and it was counted unto him for righteousness. 4Now to him that worketh is the reward not reckoned of grace, but of debt.
5But to him that worketh not, but believeth on him that justifieth the ungodly, his faith is counted for righteousness. 6Even as David also describeth the blessedness of the man, unto whom God imputeth righteousness without works, 7Saying, Blessed are they whose iniquities are forgiven, and whose sins are covered. 8Blessed is the man to whom the Lord will not impute sin.

B. Overly Critical

1. The site says, "Judgment and Criticism: In the Church of Christ I was trained to criticize and find fault. All other churches were wrong. Ask enough questions to find the wrong doctrine and then zero in on their false doctrine. Ruin every friendship and relationship. Then criticism became automatic. Get married and criticize and fault-find ~ it was a religious feeling, the feeling of being self-righteous."
2. Again, our first reaction is to be defensive, and then we want to say how important truth is, and how important doing things God's way is, but let's pause and look deeper at this.
3. Yes, truth is important, but what is our attitude in seeking truth? Is it self-righteous, as the site accuses, or are we seeking truth because we love God and truth?
a.
When we critique other groups, is it because we love God and that group, or is it to justify and build up ourselves?
b. Jesus warns us of hypocritical judgment, Matthew 7:1-5.
c.
Beyond hypocrisy, when we are critical of others do we do it in a loving manner or are we fault finders by nature? Proverbs 15:1
d.
Going even deeper, is the heart of our faith an "I'm right and you are wrong" attitude, or is it love for God and our fellowman? Matthew 22:37-40
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C.
Authoritarianism

1. The site says, "Authoritarianism...encourages rigid black-and-white thinking."
2. Again, our first reaction is a defensive one; we want to emphasize how important Bible authority is.
3. However, let's look deeper. Do we sometimes go beyond the idea of Bible authority and bind man made rules on each other?
a.
I'm reminded of our recent meeting when I used the word "revival" to describe it and someone put a note on my door saying that "denominations have revivals, churches of Christ have gospel meetings."
b.
I think we sometimes do go beyond Bible authority and see things we do, like I just cited, in black and white terms instead of recognizing that such is a matter of judgment, not revelation. Romans 14:1,9-13.

Romans 14: 1 Receive one who is weak in the faith, but not to disputes over doubtful things. ~ 9For to this end Christ died and rose and lived again, that He might be Lord of both the dead and the living. 10But why do you judge your brother? Or why do you show contempt for your brother? For we shall all stand before the judgment seat of Christ.
11For it is written: "As I live, says the LORD, Every knee shall bow to Me, And every tongue shall confess to God." 12So then each of us shall give account of himself to God. 13Therefore let us not judge one another anymore, but rather resolve this, not to put a stumbling block or a cause to fall in our brother's way.

D.
Isolationism

1. The site says, "Isolation: Members of churches that believe they are the only ones who have the truth generally throw suspicion on other groups. I have been a member of congregations whose main diet in sermons and Bible studies was how wrong other churches were. When encouraged to evangelize, evangelism consisted of telling people from other churches how wrong they were."
2. Once again, we want to be defensive and point out the importance of truth, but let's look for what is valid in this critique.
3. Many members of the church do have a "Church of Christ Church" view of the church.
a.
They believe that only those churches with the name "Church of Christ" on their building who oppose institutionalism are the real church, and only their members are going to heaven.
b.
The fact is, the church is not a churchhood of churches, but a brotherhood of believers that transcends any collection of churches here on the earth, 1 Cor.12:12-14.
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i. The Bible uses the word church to describe all saved person (in heaven and on earth) and to describe a group of people in a given location who have gathered together to do what God wants Christians to do together (the local church).
ii. The Bible does not use the singular "church" to describe a collection of churches!
4. Also, the Bible does not urge us to be isolated—instead the Bible pictures us as involved in the lives of others whom we wish to see saved, 1 Cor.5:9-13.
E.
Misuse of the Bible

1. The site says, "The Bible: When the Bible and "Church" have been used to create so much guilt and criticism, often people who leave don't want anything to do with churches, Bible studies, prayer or even God."
2. Again, our first response is to leap to the defense of the Bible, for we cherish it as God's word; but, let's look for the essence of this critique.
3. How do we use the Bible?
a.
Is our primary use of the Bible to find passages that condemn others, or is our primary use of the Bible to find passages that will save ourselves and others?
i. Yes, in the process of salvation one must be convinced he is in sin and needs to repent, but we are not attacking that at all. We are attacking our attitude in doing this—is it to condemn or to save?
b.
It is all in the attitude and approach we take. If our goal is to prove "we are right" and everyone else is wrong, then we have the wrong goal.
John 6:63 It is the Spirit who gives life; the flesh profits nothing. The words that I speak to you are spirit, and they are life.

Proverbs 11:30 The fruit of the righteous is a tree of life, And he who wins souls is wise.

F.
Doctrinal Critiques

1. The site goes on to critique various doctrines common to churches of Christ. I don't have time in the lesson today to go in depth, but I want to mention these quickly and try to see both the truth and any valid elements of criticism that might be present.
2. The site says, "You can never be sure you are saved."
a.
We do teach against once saved, always saved, but this should not be understood to mean we cannot know that we are saved. 1 John 5:13
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3. The site says, "Only people baptized in the Churches of Christ will be saved."
a.
We do emphasize the importance of baptism for the remission of sins, but we should understand that where someone is baptized, or by whom is not important, what is important is why they were baptized.
b. Acts 2:38
4. The site says, "Every time you sin you are lost until you ask forgiveness."
a.
Again, we do not believe the once saved, always saved idea, but I hope that we understand that the above is not true either.
b.
John speaks of a "sin unto death" and a "sin not leading unto death" (1 John 5:16,17). I understand him to be referring to sins one is unwilling and sins one is willing to repent of, 1 John 1:6-10.
c.
I believe every sin places one in danger of being lost, but not every sin necessarily places one in a lost condition.
5.
The site says, "Missing a church service is a sin."
a.
Assembling to worship is important, and attendance at service is something we emphasize.
b.
I think sometimes we emphasize attendance and forget about emphasizing that just being here is not what it is all about, Hebrews 10:23-26.
c.
I believe we must be honest and admit that when, and how often we assemble is not specified in the Bible with the exception that we should assemble once each first day of the week,
i.     The Sunday night service was an innovation of the Second World War to accommodate shift workers.

ii.    The Wednesday evening service was an innovation created because Christians felt a need to worship together more often than once a week.
d.   On the other hand we must be honest and spiritual and ask, why would any Christian want to avoid assembling with the saints?
Conclusion

A.
There is much more on the site we could look at, but these are all time will allow. I hope the point has been made, that we must not just look out, but we must also look in. In fact, we should look in more than we look out.
B. Invitation: Would you be interested in becoming a member of a church full of forgiven sinners?
Jack Holt ~ aka Ahnog ~ http://www-ahnog.net ~ http://www.whiteparkchurchofchrist.org
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