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What Sin Can Do
TEXT: James 1:12-15

Blessed is a man who perseveres under trial; for once he has been approved, he will receive the crown of life, which the Lord has promised to those who love Him. Let no one say when he is tempted, "I am being tempted by God"; for God cannot be tempted by evil, and He Himself does not tempt anyone. But each one is tempted when he is carried away and enticed by his own lust. Then when lust has conceived, it gives birth to sin; and when sin is accomplished, it brings forth death.

INTRODUCTION
1. Sin is the world’s number one enemy. Because of it man has:

a. Physical infirmities, some of which are caused directly by sin.

Rom.5:12 Therefore, just as through one man sin entered into the world, and death through sin, and so death spread to all men, because all sinned--
Luke 13:1-5 Now on the same occasion there were some present who reported to Him about the Galileans, whose blood Pilate had mingled with their sacrifices. And He answered and said to them, "Do you suppose that these Galileans were greater sinners than all other Galileans, because they suffered this fate? I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish. Or do you suppose that those eighteen on whom the tower in Siloam fell and killed them, were worse culprits than all the men who live in Jerusalem? I tell you, no, but unless you repent, you will all likewise perish."

b. Because of sin man will be eternally separated from God unless he does something about it (James 1:15 text).

2. There is a tendency today to place a false label upon sin.

a. Has anyone seen an old-fashioned sinner lately? No, he is sick, blame society, etc.

b. Devil always pictures sin as enjoyment.

A) Illustrate: TV commercials never show drunkard in gutter; kids starving and naked.  Enticements to the lottery never show families deprived because of this, etc.

c. Sin is even dismissed by some who call themselves Christians by: “Everyone else is doing it.” (So what?)

d. Removing label on bottle of poison and replacing it with “Orange Juice” will not change the contents of the bottle.

3. God shows man the true picture of sin. What does the bible say sin can do?
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I. SIN ENSLAVES Rom.6:16 Do you not know that when you present yourselves to someone as slaves for obedience, you are slaves of the one whom you obey, either of sin resulting in death, or of obedience resulting in righteousness?
A. “Servants” (kjv) in the original was stronger than our use of it. It meant “slave.”

1. If we yield to sin we become slaves of unrighteousness and vice-versa.

B. … "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.” (John 8:34)

1. Some say Jesus is not describing one who sins in a moment of weakness, but one who continues in sin, and they may be right. However, if we yield to sin, we are slave of sin – Do not minimize sin!

2. 2 Pet.2:19 promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved.
3. Illustrate: I have been told … if you put a frog into a pail of hot water he will jump out, but put him in a pail of cool water, gradually heat it and he will allow himself to be cooked! So it is with sin!

C. Enslavement to sin can be illustrated with alcohol. (Stats from about 1965)

1. Over six million alcoholics in u.s. (12-99—13.8 million have problem with drinking and 8.1 million are alcoholic. Alcohol contributes to 100,000 deaths annually); over one million are women. (Nearly 4 million 12-99)
2. Ask any alcoholic if he intended to become one when he began drinking!

a. One out of every fifteen who take the first drink (slave?) become addicted (Who is Master, you or the drink?)
3. Illustrate: If one out of fifteen who ride in jets die in accidents, would you ride in one?
4. Alcoholic craves drink like others crave water. (see facts on alcohol and other drugs, last page) Lose job, business, reputation, family.

D. Drug addiction as bad as or worse than alcoholism.

1. Woman judge in n.y. city in 1965 said thousands of drug addicts in that city; some as young as eleven years old.
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2. A Pharmacist in Akron OH said the children’s ward in the hospital where he is employed had to be closed to all except family because of illegal drugs being slipped in by teenage friends.

3. It was reported that over 50% of men in Viet Nam had experience with drugs.
4. Art Linkletter’s daughter jumped out six-story window to her death. He blamed it on lsd (Oct.4, 1969).

5. An addict will require from $30 to $100 per day to support habit.

a. Girls will sell their bodies, boys too, rob, lie, cheat, kill to get drugs.

E. When one says “I can’t quit drinking, drugs, etc.” they are admitting that they are slaves to sin. (Riches, job, tv, family, all can be addictions causing one to sin)
F. The shackles of sin can be broken and one can be freed. John 8:32
and you shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free."

II. SIN SPOTS James 1:27 This is pure and undefiled religion in the sight of our God and Father, to visit orphans and widows in their distress, and to keep oneself unstained by the world.

Rev.3:4 'But you have a few people in Sardis who have not soiled their garments; and they will walk with Me in white; for they are worthy.
A. In God’s eyes, one who is living in sin is spotted, soiled, stained and unclean.

1. We once were sinless Matt.19:14 But Jesus said, "Let the children alone, and do not hinder them from coming to Me; for the kingdom of heaven belongs to such as these."
a. This is a comfort at funeral of little child. – “Little angels”

2. Inevitably, if we life to accountability, we become spotted by sin 1 John 3:4
Everyone who practices sin also practices lawlessness; and sin is lawlessness.

B. Prodigal son an example of contamination by sin (Luke 15:11-32).

1. Give me my portion – far country; wasted substance on riotous living.

2. His fair-weather friends forsook him, and he ended up in a pig-pen.

3. Nothing dirtier to a Jew (or more loathsome) than a pig!

4. The Lord used these figures to show how filthy sin is! 2 Pet.2:22 It has happened to them according to the true proverb, "a dog returns to its own vomit," and, "A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire."
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C. Only one thing will make us clean: the blood of Christ Rev.1:5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first-born of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us, and released us from our sins by His blood,
1. One says sins washed away in blood of Christ, another baptism. Is there a contradiction? No!
Rom.6:3-4 Or do you not know that all of us who have been baptized into Christ Jesus have been baptized into His death? Therefore we have been buried with Him through baptism into death, in order that as Christ was raised from the dead through the glory of the Father, so we too might walk in newness of life. (cf. Acts 22:16)
III. SIN SCARS Gal.6:7-8 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap. For the one who sows to his own flesh shall from the flesh reap corruption, but the one who sows to the Spirit shall from the Spirit reap eternal life.
A. Older folks may remember when smallpox killed. When it didn’t kill, it often left scars. In more recent years -- Polio!

B. Peter was scarred by his denial of Christ Matt.26:33 But Peter answered and said to Him, "Even though all may fall away because of You, I will never fall away."
1. Most likely Peter remembered what he had done every time he heard a rooster crow. (He was forgiven, but that did not wipe clean his memory!)

2. It is possible that, because of the scars of sin, the angel tells the women at the tomb, after Jesus’ resurrection, (Mark 16:7) "But go, tell His disciples and Peter, 'He is going before you into Galilee; there you will see Him, just as He said to you.'" To reassure Peter, that he is still a disciple or apostle and his sin has been forgiven.

3. David said, “My sin is always before me.”

4. Paul continued to remember that he had been the greatest of sinners.
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5. Illustrate:

Lesson of The Fence -- Author Unknown (Taken from the South Florida Avenue Messenger)
There was a little boy with a bad temper. His father gave him a bag of nails and told him that every time he lost his temper to hammer a nail in the back fence.

The first day the boy had driven thirty-seven nails into the fence. Then it gradually dwindled down. He discovered it was easier to hold his temper than to drive those nails into the fence 

Finally the day came when the boy didn’t lose his temper at all. He told his father about it and the father suggested that the boy now pull out a nail for each day that he was able to hold his temper.

The days passed and the young boy was finally able to tell his father that all the nails were gone. The father took his son by the hand and led him to the fence.
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“You have done well, my son, but look at the holes in the fence. The fence will never be the same. When we say things in anger, they leave a scar just like this one. You can put a knife in a man and draw it out. It won’t matter how many times you say ‘I’m sorry,’ the wound is still there. A verbal wound is as bad as a physical one.”

“Know this, my beloved brethren. Let every man be quick to hear, slow to speak, slow to anger.” -- James 1:19
C. God’s law of sowing and reaping cannot be mocked Gal.6:7 Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.
IV. SIN SEPARATES Isa.59:1-2 Behold, the Lord's hand is not so short That it cannot save; Neither is His ear so dull That it cannot hear. But your iniquities have made a separation between you and your God, And your sins have hidden His face from you, so that He does not hear.
A. Jews were calling upon God in prayer, but getting no answer.

1. Thought something wrong with God’s ability to answer – arm shortened.

2. Thought something wrong with His ear – could not hear.

3. Isaiah explained the problem: sin!
4. Sin severs fellowship with God and Christians. Prayers not answered, worship rejected.
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B. Sin separates families: husband-wife-children Matt.19:29 "And everyone who has left houses or brothers or sisters or father or mother or children or farms for My name's sake, shall receive many times as much, and shall inherit eternal life.”
1. Illustrate: Husband who stays out at night; mother who deserts family.

2. Illustrate: Faithful wife who loves God and husband who will not set foot inside the meeting house … how much they are separated!

3. The same will be separated eternally! Too late, too late! Will be the cry.

CONCLUSION
1. Obey the gospel and have sins washed away Acts 22:16
Rev.1:5 and from Jesus Christ, the faithful witness, the first-born of the dead, and the ruler of the kings of the earth. To Him who loves us, and released us from our sins by His blood,
2. Walk in the light and be cleansed by the blood of Christ 1 John 1:7

When you Repent v.9 of your sin v.10.

1 John 1: 7but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.
FACTS ON ALCOHOL AND OTHER DRUGS
Alcoholism is a chronic, progressive and potentially fatal disease characterized by tolerance and physical dependency or pathologic organ changes or both. All are direct or indirect consequences of the alcohol ingested.

Alcoholism and alcohol abuse occur in every socio-economic group although the problems may manifest themselves differently across groups.

Alcohol abuse accounts for approximately 98,000 deaths annually. This includes cirrhosis and other medical consequences, alcohol-related motor vehicle accidents and alcohol-related homicides, suicides and non-motor vehicle accidents. In New York State, alcohol is involved in approximately one-third of all motor vehicle fatalities.

One out of every three American adults say that alcohol abuse has brought trouble to his or her family.

Alcohol creates a substantial burden on the criminal justice system. Federal government statistics show that alcohol is involved in 71% of all murders, 41% of assaults, 50% of rapes, 60% of sex crimes against children, 60% of child abuse, and 55% of arrests overall.

Workplace alcohol, tobacco and other drug-related problems cost U.S. companies more than $100 billion each year. Leading the list of ways in which the workplace is affected are increased health costs, absenteeism, accidents, decreased productivity, and workers' compensation claims.

An estimated 10% of all U. S. workers have a substance abuse problem. Studies show that alcohol and other drug users are far less productive, use three times as many sick days, are more likely to injure themselves or someone else, and are five times more likely to file workers' compensation claims.

Alcohol is America’s number one drug problem among youths. In the United States each year, approximately 10,000 young people aged 15-24 are killed in alcohol-related incidents of all kinds, including drownings, suicides, violent injuries, homicides and injuries from fires. Alcohol-related highway deaths are the number one killer of 15-24 year olds.

After tobacco, alcohol is the first mood-altering drug used by most persons, usually beginning about age 13. First use of other substances usually occurs about age 14 or 15.

Heavy drinkers tend to be heavy drug users. Of students who don’t use alcohol, only 11% have tried marijuana and only 1% use it regularly. However, of heavy drinkers, 85% have tried marijuana and 50% use it regularly.

5% of high school seniors are daily drinkers.

The younger people are when they start drinking, the more likely the are to be heavier drinkers throughout their lives. Among people 18-20, of those who started drinking at 16 or younger, 24% now are heavy drinkers. In the same age group, those who started at 17-20, only 10% are heavier drinkers. Similarly, among people now aged 35-49, of those who started at 15 or earlier, 25% are heavier drinkers. For people now aged 35-49, of those who started at 21 or older, the rate is only about 5%.

Only 21% of fourth-sixth graders identify wine coolers as a drug. Junior and senior high school students drink approximately 35% of all wine coolers sold in the U.S.

18% of college students are heavy drinkers. While college males have slightly lower rates of heavy drinking than do their non-college peers (22% versus 25%), for college women, the rates of heavy drinking are nearly doubled (17% versus 8%).

Only 21% of fourth-sixth graders identify wine coolers as a drug. Junior and senior high school students

Only 21% of fourth-sixth graders identify wine coolers as a drug. Junior and senior high school students drink approximately 35% of all wine coolers sold in the U.S.

18% of college students are heavy drinkers. While college males have slightly lower rates of heavy drinking than do their non-college peers (22% versus 25%), for college women, the rates of heavy drinking are nearly doubled (17% versus 8%).

Alcoholism alone causes approximately 500 million lost workdays per year. 

The greatest single health hazard from alcohol is liver disease.

Up to half of all hospitalized patients suffer from alcohol-related illnesses.

The rate of total health care costs for children of alcoholic parents is nearly a third greater tan for children from non-alcoholic families.

Medical costs decrease by 50% for patients successfully treated for substance abuse.

Only 15% of alcoholics receive any formal treatment.

Alcohol is known to cause or contribute to other fatal illnesses, including cardiac myopathy, hypertensive diseases, pneumonia and several types of cancer.

Chronic brain injury caused by alcohol is second only to Alzheimer’s as a known cause of mental deterioration in adults. Alcohol mental deterioration is not progressive. If the patient stops drinking, the deterioration is arrested and substantial recovery can occur.

Children of alcoholics have four times greater risk of developing alcoholism than children of non-alcoholics. Genetic influence is identifiable in at least 35-40% of alcoholics and alcohol abusers, and it affects both men and women. People with family histories involving parental alcohol abuse face increased risk. Furthermore, many types of alcohol abuse may exist, each with it’s own genetic predisposition interacting with a particular environment.

The first drinking experience today usually occurs around age 12, in contrast to ages 13-14 in the 1940s and 1950s.

Since 1966, the number of high school students nationwide who become intoxicated at least once a month has more than doubled from 10% to more than 20%.

Fetal Alcohol Syndrome (FAS) is the third leading cause of birth defects with accompanying mental retardation, and the only preventable one among the top three.

About 65 out of every 100 persons in the U. S. will be in an alcohol-related crash in their lifetimes.

Alcohol-related highway deaths are the number one killer of 15-24 year olds.

Between 400 and 800 boating fatalities annually involve alcohol. Alcohol is also implicated in from 65% to 69% of all reported drownings.

Alcoholics are 10 times more likely to die from fires than non-alcoholics, 5 to 13 times more likely to die from falls, and commit suicide from 6 to 15 times more frequently than the general population.

Drinking is estimated to be involved in about 50% of spouse abuse cases and up to 38% of child abuse cases.

54% of jail inmates convicted of violent crimes were drinking before they committed the offense.

Between 2% and 10% of people 65 and older experience some type of alcohol-related problem.
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