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REVERENCING GOD

TEXT: Psalm 89:5-7
5And the heavens will praise Thy wonders, o lord; Thy faithfulness also in the assembly of the holy ones.

6For who in the skies is comparable to the lord? Who among the sons of the mighty is like the lord,

7A God greatly feared in the council of the holy ones, And awesome above all those who are around Him?

INTRODUCTION
1. It is always profitable to examine our attitude, our worship, and our service to God.

2. This is both a scriptural and logical thing to do.

a. Scriptural – 2 Cor.13:5 Test yourselves to see if you are in the faith; examine yourselves!…

b. Logical – because it is so easy for our thinking (attitude) to be influenced by the material and physical things of life.

3. Here is one of the greatest needs of our day: men who will reverence god!

I. GOD IS THE CREATOR, WE THE CREATURE

A. Psalm 100:3 Know that the lord Himself is God; It is He who has made us, and not we ourselves; We are His people and the sheep of His pasture.
B. Men often come to think too highly of the creature and not highly enough of the creator and so disregard the Word of Truth that God has spoken.

Rom.1:25 For they exchanged the truth of God for a lie, and worshiped and served the creature rather than the Creator, who is blessed forever. Amen.
1. Some today esteem themselves too highly!

Rom.12:3 … I say to every man among you not to think more highly of himself than he ought to think; but to think so as to have sound judgment, …

1 Pet.5:5 … all of you, clothe yourselves with humility toward one another, for god is opposed to the proud, but gives grace to the humble.
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C. Man has attained great heights in the different fields of society – medical, scholastic, political, scientific.

1. Because of the great advances of man in all fields of knowledge, the Christian must be careful to reverence God and not allow what man has learned to supercede what God has revealed!

2. For example, some of our brethren are teaching that there may be great gaps of time in the story of creation in Genesis One.

3. Let the language of the Bible define it – 24-hour days, not thousands of years.

a. Man is still merely the dust of the earth, physically speaking, and his body will some day return to that from which it came.

b. In all of this, man’s primary concern should be to save his soul!

II. IT IS THE DUTY OF MAN TO WORSHIP AND SERVE GOD, HIS CREATOR

A. What does it mean to worship God?

1. 4352.    proskuneo,  pros-koo-neh'-o from 4314 and a probable derivative of 2965 (meaning to kiss, like a dog licking his master's hand); to fawn or crouch to, i.e. (literally or figuratively) prostrate oneself in homage (do reverence to, adore):--worship.

4314.    pros,  pros a preposition of direction; forward to, i.e. toward …

2965.    kuon,  koo'-ohn a primary word; a dog ("hound")

(literally or figuratively):--dog.

2. thayer: to kiss the hand to (towards) one, in token of reverence. Thayer comments: …among the Orientals, esp. the Persians, to fall upon the knees and touch the ground with the forehead as an expression of profound reverence…

3. Our worship is to be in spirit and in truth (John 4:23-24)
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III. GOD IS MOST WORTHY AND DESERVING OF OUR WORSHIP

A. What was the first thing Noah did when he evacuated the ark? Gen.8:19-20 he worshipped

Every beast, every creeping thing, and every bird, everything that moves on the earth, went out by their families from the ark. Then Noah built an altar to the lord, and took of every clean animal and of every clean bird and offered burnt offerings on the altar.

B. Reasons why God is worthy and deserving of our worship:

Gen.1:1 In the beginning God created the heavens and the earth. 2:7 Then the lord God formed man of dust from the ground, and breathed into his nostrils the breath of life; and man became a living being.
Psalm 33:6-9 By the word of the lord the heavens were made, And by the breath of His mouth all their host. He gathers the waters of the sea together as a heap; He lays up the deeps in storehouses. Let all the earth fear the lord; Let all the inhabitants of the world stand in awe of Him. For He spoke, and it was done; He commanded, and it stood fast.
Job 37:5 "God thunders with His voice wondrously, Doing great things which we cannot comprehend.”

Psalm 89:7 (our text) A God greatly feared in the council of the holy ones, And awesome above all those who are around Him?
C. No other is worthy of being worshipped, neither men nor angels!

Acts 10:25-26 And when it came about that Peter entered, Cornelius met him, and fell at his feet and worshiped him. But Peter raised him up, saying, "Stand up; I too am just a man."
Rev.22:8-9 And I, John, am the one who heard and saw these things. And when I heard and saw, I fell down to worship at the feet of the angel who showed me these things. And he *said to me, "Do not do that; I am a fellow servant of yours and of your brethren the prophets and of those who heed the words of this book; worship God."
Matt.4:10 Then Jesus *said to him, "Begone, Satan! For it is written, 'you shall worship the lord your god, and serve him only.'"
D. This has always been true, will always be true!

Exodus 34:14 --for you shall not worship any other god, for the lord, whose name is Jealous, is a jealous God--
Psalm 29:2 Ascribe to the lord the glory due to His name; Worship the lord in holy array.
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Psalm 96:8-9 Ascribe to the lord the glory of His name; Bring an offering, and come into His courts. Worship the lord in holy attire; Tremble before Him, all the earth.
Psalm 5:7 But as for me, by Thine abundant lovingkindness I will enter Thy house, At Thy holy temple I will bow in reverence for Thee. 

Psalm 138:2 I will bow down toward Thy holy temple, And give thanks to Thy name for Thy lovingkindness and Thy truth; For Thou hast magnified Thy word according to all Thy name.
Psalm 45:11 Then the King will desire your beauty; Because He is your Lord, bow down to Him.
Psalm 95:6-7 Come, let us worship and bow down; Let us kneel before the lord our Maker. For He is our God, And we are the people of His pasture, and the sheep of His hand. …
Psalm 99:9 Exalt the lord our God, And worship at His holy hill; For holy is the lord our God.
IV. OUR WORSHIP SHOULD BE WITH SINCERITY, REVERENCE AND PRAYERFUL MEDITATION

A. We should be thankful for the privilege and honor of worshipping God! Psalm 122:1 I was glad when they said to me, "Let us go to the house of the lord."

B. We should prepare to worship God.

1. Do we get to bed at a reasonable hour on Saturday night?

2. Do you prepare, and do you prepare your family to come to worship?

or do you just simply come to church? There is a difference!

Some might go to church expecting and desiring a comforting pat on the back and a sweet sermonette.
C. Do we come into the auditorium prepared for worship or do we, before beginning, prepare our minds for the worship service? Often, there is too much commotion just before and, sometimes, during the services. Perhaps we could take a couple of minutes of quietness prior to the announcements or first song?

1. We do need dignity in our worship – not cold formality, but dignity.

1 Cor.14:40 let all things be done properly and in an orderly manner.
2. Hezekiah mentions preparation in reference to one’s heart and God:
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2 Chron.30:18-19 For a multitude of the people, even many from Ephraim and Manasseh, Issachar and Zebulun, had not purified themselves, yet they ate the Passover otherwise than prescribed. For Hezekiah prayed for them, saying, "May the good lord pardon everyone who prepares his heart to seek God, the lord God of his fathers, though not according to the purification rules of the sanctuary."

3. Ezra 7:10 For Ezra had set [prepared, kjv] his heart to study the law of the lord, and to practice it, and to teach His statutes and ordinances in Israel.
4. Not uncommon to see, today, too much—cold formality or impious informality, half-heartedness, frivolity, outward show, misplaced emphasis associated with our worship service.

D. We should endeavor to avoid disturbing other worshippers by unnecessary talking, moving about and rubbernecking or turkeynecking.

E. Reverence should characterize every single act of our worship.

1. Heb 12:28-29 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe; for our God is a consuming fire.

2. Reverence denotes: true veneration, pious devotedness, carrying the idea of a deep feeling of respect; to regard highly.

3. Apply this to each act of our worship:

sunday—Lord’s Supper and contribution.

all assemblies—Singing, Prayer, Preaching, Bible Study.

CONCLUSION
Let’s all endeavor to improve our worship; be more reverent toward God!

v.7 is more familiar to us from the kjv: God is greatly to be feared in the assembly of the saints, and to be had in reverence of all them that are about him.








PAGE  
5

