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repentance
INTRODUCTION

Little Boy sees member of church praying and tells mother, “That man will never be forgiven!” Mother asks, “Why?” “Because,” the little boy says, “he is not down on both knees!”

We may smile, but, looking at it from one standpoint, he has the right idea -- until conviction of sins brings us down on both knees; until we are completely humbled before God; until we genuinely REPENT -- we cannot be forgiven!
I. HARDEST THING TO REPENT
A. Relatively easy to believe the Gospel. In fact, I believe it requires more effort to set aside the testimony which produces faith than to accept the word of the Lord and believe that God is and that He rewards those who diligently seek Him!

B. Repentance is a direct challenge to man’s will power.

1. It demands he humble himself before God -- sometimes before his fellow-man!

2. Give up everything contrary to God’s will.

3. The Holy demands of repentance have kept many high-minded from the kingdom of God, 1 Cor.1:26
 “...not many wise men after the flesh, not many mighty, not many noble, are called;”

C. Brother J. W. McGarvey once said that if God gave special powers today, he would not ask for the gift of healing, prophecy, or tongues, but would ask for the power to bring people to repentance!

II. REPENTANCE IS DUTY IMPOSED UPON ALL MANKIND
A. Men cannot refuse to repent without bearing the responsibility or condemnation that will come upon them.

1. A plain command of God. Jesus, speaking to the apostles prior to His ascension into heaven, said, “...that repentance and forgiveness of sins should be proclaimed in His name to all the nations--...”

2. Paul told the Athenians, “...God is now declaring to men that all everywhere should repent,” (Acts 17:30).

B. No one can read passages such as these and then honestly conclude that he can be saved without repenting!!

III. WHAT REPENTANCE DOES NOT MEAN
A. Not simply being afraid (although this may be included in repentance).

1. Felix was afraid Acts 24:25 And as [Paul] was discussing righteousness, self-control and the judgment to come, Felix became frightened and said, “Go away for the present, and when I find time, I will summon you.”

a. Many might conclude Felix repented -- not so -- he was looking for a convenient season which (as far as the record is concerned) never came.

2. Many people are afraid when they take the time to stop and think of their own sins, yet refuse to repent. Like Felix, die without hope!

B. Repentance is not simply being sorry one has sinned (although sorrow is included in repentance.)

1. Acts 2:37 Now when they heard this, they were pierced to the heart, and said to Peter and the rest of the apostles, “Brethren, what shall we do?”

a. They were convinced of their sin by Peter’s preaching.

b. They were “pierced to the heart” -- hearts filled with sorrow.

c. Yet, they were commanded to repent (v.38)!

d. Their sorrow was a godly sorrow because it was produced by the Gospel, yet it was not repentance.

2. There may be no repentance without sorrow; yet one may sorrow long for sins committed and never repent.

a. May be sorry we sinned because we were “found out” and have to suffer consequences.

b. A man may shed tears of regret and feel the sting of conscience because of wrongdoing, and yet never repent.

A) Jimmy Swaggert? “Caught” in immorality, tears and pleading on T.V.; “caught” again!

C. Not simply reformation of life (although life must be reformed before repentance is done).

1. May quit a sin and not repent to God.

a. May quit a particular sin because it makes one unpopular in business or among associates -- not to please God.

b. May quit drinking because it impairs health or dangers business -- not to please God.

2. May reform life for selfish reasons, but such is not repentance.

repentance is not just...
1. fear
2. sorrow
3. reformation
IV. WHAT REPENTANCE MEANS
A. Matt.21:28-30 (Jesus said) “...A man had two sons, and he came to the first and said, ‘Son, go work in the vineyard.’ And he answered and said, ‘I will, sir’; and he did not go. And he came to the second and said the same thing. But he answered and said, ‘I will not’; yet he afterward regretted (repented, kjv) it and went.”
1. The boy begin to reflect on what he had done -- realized he had disobeyed his father who was responsible for his very existence.

2. He came to himself; acknowledged his wrong; and corrected it.

3. Changed mind; did what he had said he would not do.
B. Matt.12:41 (Jesus said) “The men of Nineveh shall stand up with this generation at the judgment, and shall condemn it because they repented at the preaching of Jonah; and behold, something greater than Jonah is here.”
1. Jesus said the men of Nineveh repented at the preaching of Jonah. Let’s go to the Old Testament and see what they did, and we will learn more about what repentance is.

2. Jonah 3:10 God saw their work that they turned from their evil way: and God repented of the evil that He said that He would do unto them, and He did it not.
a. The preaching of the prophet of God changed the mind of the Ninevites; this change led them to turn from their evil ways. This is repentance.

C. Luke 15:11-24 (Prodigal Son).

1. Sin promises much, but always pays off in swine husks.

2. In midst of poverty and misery he reflected on the better way of life he had forsaken; he came to himself, decided to go home, and went.

3. This is repentance; a change of will leading to change of deeds of life.

D. Elderly preacher illustrated repentance this way: He started walking down the aisle saying, “I’m going to Hell, I’m going to Hell.” Halfway down the aisle, he did an about-face and walked back to the pulpit saying, “I’m going to Heaven, I’m going to Heaven.” Then he told the congregation, “this is repentance.”

E. When man is thoroughly filled with sorrow because of sins and his will is subdued to the will of God, and he says, “I will sin no more; I will hereafter submit to the will of God,” then he has repented.

1. Repentance involves: 1) sense of sin
2) sorrow for sin
3) severance from sin
2. Repentance is simply reaching down deep into the soul and pulling up sin by the roots and casting it away.
F. What causes a person to turn from sin to God? 2 Cor.7:9-10 I now rejoice, not that you were made sorrowful, but that you were made sorrowful to the point of repentance; for you were made sorrowful according to the will of God, in order that you might not suffer loss in anything through us. For the sorrow that is according to the will of God produces a repentance without regret, leading to salvation; but the sorrow of the world produces death.
1. Paul had written a letter that made them sorry; he regretted it (v.8) -- but ceased to regret when he saw their sorrow led to repentance.

2. Godly sorrow precedes repentance and is produced by respect for God and His love or fear of God and punishment to come.

3. Produces a change of mind which leads to change in the way we live.

G. repentance fully defined: a change of will caused by godly sorrow for sin and leading to a reformation of life.
1. Example: During a gospel meeting people were looking for a man and his wife to obey the Gospel. She did, but he didn’t.

a. He drove a beer truck.

b. Two weeks later, he quit his job and obeyed the Gospel

c. This man knew from a study of the Bible what genuine repentance is.
2. Someone has said: “Let those who play at repentance remember that they who repent in mimicry shall go to hell in reality.”

V. TWO THINGS USED TO BRING MEN TO REPENTANCE

A. Fear 2 Cor. 5:10-11 For we must all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad. Therefore knowing the fear of the Lord, we persuade men,...
Phil. 2:12 ...work out your own salvation with fear and trembling.
Jude 23 save others, snatching them out of the fire; and on some have mercy with fear, hating even the garment polluted by the flesh.
1. These statements and all other warnings in the Bible are designed to move us to repent (cf., Luke 16, Rich man and Lazarus; etc.)

B. Love Rom. 2:4 Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?
1. The goodness of God revealed in the life and death of His Son, Jesus Christ.
VI. CANNOT ESCAPE REPENTANCE
A. Luke 13:3 “Except ye repent, ye shall all likewise perish.”
B. No repentance - No pardon!

C. Illustration: Criminal sentenced to death; brother besought Governor to pardon him; pardon granted. Man visited his brother in prison with pardon in pocket and asked his brother, “What 
would you do if you were granted a pardon?”

His reply was, “First I’d track down the judge and kill him, then the chief witnesses...” 

The brother arose and left the prison with the pardon still in his pocket.

1. If the man had repented, he would have been pardoned.

VII. ALIEN SINNERS
Luke 24:47 And that repentance and remission of sins should be preached in His name among all the nations, beginning at Jerusalem.
Acts 2:38 Peter said unto them, Repent, and be baptized every one of you in the name of Jesus Christ for the remission of sins,...
Acts 3:19 Repent ye therefore, and be converted, that your sins may be blotted out....
Acts 17:30 The times of this ignorance God winked at; but now commandeth all men every where to repent:

VIII. ERRING CHRISTIANS
Acts 8 Simon was a magician (used sorcery, v.9) and was converted (believed and was baptized, v.13).
But when he saw that the apostles bestowing the power to perform miracles upon others by the laying on of their hands, he sought to buy this gift (v.17-18).
Peter rebuked him (v.20-21), and said (v.22-24),
22"Therefore repent of this wickedness of yours, and pray the Lord that if possible, the intention of your heart may be forgiven you. 23For I see that you are in the gall of bitterness and in the bondage of iniquity." 24But Simon answered and said, "Pray to the Lord for me yourselves, so that nothing of what you have said may come upon me."

1 John 1:5-10 5And this is the message we have heard from Him and announce to you, that God is light, and in Him there is no darkness at all. 6 If we say that we have fellowship with Him and yet walk in the darkness, we lie and do not practice the truth; 7 but if we walk in the light as He Himself is in the light, we have fellowship with one another, and the blood of Jesus His Son cleanses us from all sin. 8 If we say that we have no sin, we are deceiving ourselves, and the truth is not in us. 9 If we confess our sins, He is faithful and righteous to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us from all unrighteousness. 10 If we say that we have not sinned, we make Him a liar, and His word is not in us.
James 5:26 Therefore, confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another, so that you may be healed. The effective prayer of a righteous man can accomplish much.

CONCLUSION God is ready to forgive you if you will repent; He asks you not to wait.
Heb.4:7 Today if you hear His voice, Do not harden your hearts.
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