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STANDING UPON A PULPIT OF WOOD

TEXT: Nehemiah 8:1-12
1And all the people gathered as one man at the square which was in front of the Water Gate, and they asked Ezra the scribe to bring the book of the law of Moses which the lord had given to Israel. 2Then Ezra the priest brought the law before the assembly of men, women, and all who could listen with understanding, on the first day of the seventh month. 3And he read from it before the square which was in front of the Water Gate from early morning until midday, in the presence of men and women, those who could understand; and all the people were attentive to the book of the law. 4And Ezra the scribe stood at a wooden podium (stood upon a pulpit of wood kjv) which they had made for the purpose. And beside him stood Mattithiah, Shema, Anaiah, Uriah, Hilkiah, and Maaseiah on his right hand; and Pedaiah, Mishael, Malchijah, Hashum, Hashbaddanah, Zechariah, and Meshullam on his left hand. 5And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up. 6Then Ezra blessed the lord the great God. And all the people answered, "Amen, Amen!" while lifting up their hands; then they bowed low and worshiped the lord with their faces to the ground. 7Also Jeshua, Bani, Sherebiah, Jamin, Akkub, Shabbethai, Hodiah, Maaseiah, Kelita, Azariah, Jozabad, Hanan, Pelaiah, and the Levites, explained the law to the people while the people remained in their place. 8And they read from the book, from the law of God, translating to give the sense so that they understood the reading. 9Then Nehemiah, who was the governor, and Ezra the priest and scribe, and the Levites who taught the people said to all the people, "This day is holy to the lord your God; do not mourn or weep." For all the people were weeping when they heard the words of the law. 10Then he said to them, "Go, eat of the fat, drink of the sweet, and send portions to him who has nothing prepared; for this day is holy to our Lord. Do not be grieved, for the joy of the lord is your strength." 11So the Levites calmed all the people, saying, "Be still, for the day is holy; do not be grieved." 12And all the people went away to eat, to drink, to send portions and to celebrate a great festival, because they understood the words which had been made known to them.

INTRODUCTION
A. Nehemiah is classified in the post-exile period of ot history. There were three returns from Babylonian captivity.

B. Nehemiah deals with the return of the Jews under Nehemiah, about thirteen years later than the return under Ezra.

1. The first return was under Ezra (Ezra 1-6) as was the second (Ezra 7-10).

2. It was in Nehemiah’s time, or shortly after, that the last Hebrew prophecy in the Old Testament books was uttered by Malachi.

a. This was the close of the Old Testament canon.

C. The narrative in Nehemiah opens in the 20th year of the reign of (King of Persia) Artaxerxes (är´te-zûrk´sêz´)Longimanus. (He reigned 465-423 bc. The return from Babylonian captivity under Nehemiah was 445 bc.)
I. Name And Purpose Of The Book

A. The name is taken from the principal character of the book: Nehemiah
Nehemiah means Comfort of Jehovah or (Whom) Jehovah has comforted.

B. In the Hebrew text, Ezra and Nehemiah were, at one time, one book.

C. The purpose of the book is to narrate the rebuilding of the walls of Jerusalem after the exile, and to renew the spiritual life of the people through the public reading of the Law.

II. The Man Nehemiah                   (är´te-zûrk´sêz´)

A. He was a cup bearer at Shushan to Artaxerxes Longimanus (King of Persia).

B. Later his request to be allowed to go and rebuild Jerusalem was granted.

C. He was appointed governor in the land of Judah (5:14).

The restoration of the city walls was completed in 52 days (6:15).

D. He returned to Persia, later revisited Jerusalem.

E. His character:

1. He had great concern.

2. He was sacrificing – left position of wealth and influence to share the sorrows of his people (Cf. Moses, Heb.11:24-26).

3. He was courageous and humble.

(His position as cupbearer not revealed until the end of the first chapter).

4. He was uncompromising (6:2-3).

F. Nehemiah and Ezra compared:

1. Both uttered prayers in behalf of the people.

2. Both described the opposition from the Samaritans.

3. Both opposed the intermarriages with foreign women.

III. Outline Of The Book

A. The rebuilding of the wall (Chapters 1-7).

B. The covenant to keep the Law (Chapters 8-10).

C. The walls dedicated, Nehemiah’s reforms and evils corrected (Chapters 11-13).

There Is A Grave Responsibility When One Stands In The Pulpit

I. Some Needs Of The Pulpit

A. (Need) An open book Neh.8:5 And Ezra opened the book in the sight of all the people for he was standing above all the people; and when he opened it, all the people stood up.
1. The Bible has been closed in many pulpits across the land.

2. Philip found the Eunuch with an open book (Acts 8:28-32)

B. (Need) Preaching that causes men to have respect for God.
Neh.8:5 (Above; Adam Clarke's Commentary: All the people stood up] This was out of respect to the sacred word: in imitation of this, when the gospel for the day is read in our churches, all the people stand up. ~ Clarke was a Methodist of the 1800’s)
6 Then Ezra blessed the lord the great God. And all the people answered, "Amen, Amen!" while lifting up their hands; then they bowed low and worshiped the lord with their faces to the ground.

Heb12:28 Therefore, since we receive a kingdom which cannot be shaken, let us show gratitude, by which we may offer to God an acceptable service with reverence and awe;

Reverence for God is demanded.

Matt.4:10 Then Jesus *said to him, "Begone, Satan! For it is written, 'you shall worship the lord your god, and serve him only.'"
John 4:24 "God is spirit, and those who worship Him must worship in spirit and truth."

God alone is to be served. Too much preaching that only tickles the ears.

C. (Need) Preaching that can be understood.
Neh.8:7-8 Also (several named) and the Levites, explained the law to the people while the people remained in their place. And they read from the book, from the law of God, translating to give the sense so that they understood the reading. 12 And all the people went away to eat, to drink, to send portions and to celebrate a great festival, because they understood the words which had been made known to them.
1. Men are saved by preaching.

1 Cor.1:21 For since in the wisdom of God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God, God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message preached to save those who believe.

Acts 11:14 and he shall speak words to you by which you will be saved, you and all your household.'

2. Preaching must be understood.

Eph.3:4 And by referring to this, when you read you can understand my insight into the mystery of Christ,
Eph.5:17 So then do not be foolish, but understand what the will of the Lord is.

3. There is too much over-the-head preaching.

a. The Gospel is characterized by simplicity. 2 Cor.11:3

But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.

D. (Need) Preaching that will demand personal application.

1. Neh.8ff (Feast of Booths restored, v.13-18, etc.)

2. The people responded.

3. There is too much preaching that is general.  Preaching needs to be specific.

4. We must practice what we preach (Rom.2:21-22)

you, therefore, who teach another, do you not teach yourself? You who preach that one should not steal, do you steal? You who say that one should not commit adultery, do you commit adultery? You who abhor idols, do you rob temples?

5. We need to preach in such a way as to cause men to ask, “What must I do?”
Acts 9:6 “but rise, and enter the city, and it shall be told you what you must do."

Acts 16:30-31 and after he brought them out, he said, "Sirs, what must I do to be saved?" And they said, "Believe in the Lord Jesus, and you shall be saved, you and your household."

E. Preachers need to open their mouths and speak boldly.
Acts 8:35 And Philip opened his mouth, and beginning from this Scripture he preached Jesus to him.

Phil.1:14 and that most of the brethren, trusting in the Lord because of my imprisonment, have far more courage to speak the word of God without fear.

Acts 4:29 (Peter and John had been threatened and commanded by the authorities to not speak or teach in the name of Jesus)
"And now, Lord, take note of their threats, and grant that Thy bond-servants may speak Thy word with all confidence,”

1. Some preachers have difficulty in opening their mouths and some have the problem of getting them shut.

2. The pulpit needs fearless preachers.

F. Christ-centered sermons.

1. All Bible sermons were Christ centered. (Acts 2[22-36]; 8:35 {above})

Acts 8:5 And Philip went down to the city of Samaria and began proclaiming Christ to them.
Acts 8:12 But when they believed Philip preaching the good news about the kingdom of God and the name of Jesus Christ, they were being baptized, men and women alike.

1 Cor.15:1-6 Now I make known to you, brethren, the gospel which I preached to you, which also you received, in which also you stand, 2by which also you are saved, if you hold fast the word which I preached to you, unless you believed in vain. 3For I delivered to you as of first importance what I also received, that Christ died for our sins according to the Scriptures, 4and that He was buried, and that He was raised on the third day according to the Scriptures, 5and that He appeared to Cephas, then to the twelve. 6After that He appeared to more than five hundred brethren at one time, most of whom remain until now, but some have fallen asleep;

Acts 17:3 explaining and giving evidence that the Christ had to suffer and rise again from the dead, and saying, "This Jesus whom I am proclaiming to you is the Christ."
Acts 18:5 But when Silas and Timothy came down from Macedonia, Paul began devoting himself completely to the word, solemnly testifying to the Jews that Jesus was the Christ.

II. Misusing The Pulpit

A. The pulpit is misused when false doctrine is taught

2 Pet.2:1 But false prophets also arose among the people, just as there will also be false teachers among you, who will secretly introduce destructive heresies, even denying the Master who bought them, bringing swift destruction upon themselves.
1 John 4:1 Beloved, do not believe every spirit, but test the spirits to see whether they are from God; because many false prophets have gone out into the world.
Gal.2:4-5 (Concerning the question of circumcising Titus) But it was because of the false brethren who had sneaked in to spy out our liberty which we have in Christ Jesus, in order to bring us into bondage. But we did not yield in subjection to them for even an hour, so that the truth of the gospel might remain with you.
1 Tim.1:3-4 …remain on at Ephesus, in order that you may instruct certain men not to teach strange doctrines, nor to pay attention to myths and endless genealogies, which give rise to mere speculation rather than furthering the administration of God which is by faith.

Gal.1:8-9 But even though we, or an angel from heaven, should preach to you a gospel contrary to that which we have preached to you, let him be accursed. As we have said before, so I say again now, if any man is preaching to you a gospel contrary to that which you received, let him be accursed.

B. (The pulpit is misused) When the traditions of men are taught.
Col.2:8 See to it that no one takes you captive through philosophy and empty deception, according to the tradition of men, according to the elementary principles of the world, rather than according to Christ.
Col.3:17 And whatever you do in word or deed, do all in the name of the Lord Jesus, giving thanks through Him to God the Father.

Mark 7:7-13 'but in vain do they worship me, teaching as doctrines the precepts of men.' 8Neglecting the commandment of God, you hold to the tradition of men." 9He was also saying to them, "You nicely set aside the commandment of God in order to keep your tradition. 10For Moses said, 'honor your father and your mother'; and, 'he who speaks evil of father or mother, let him be put to death'; 11but you say, 'If a man says to his father or his mother, anything of mine you might have been helped by is Corban (that is to say, given to God),' 12you no longer permit him to do anything for his father or his mother; 13thus invalidating the word of God by your tradition which you have handed down; and you do many things such as that."
1. The traditions of men make the word of God void.

C. (The pulpit is misused) When human philosophy is preached. (Col.2:8, above)

1. Too many preachers have more faith in philosophy than in the Word of God.

D. (The pulpit is misused) When men promote personal opinions.

1. Preachers are not law-makers.

2. There is One Law giver, Christ.

James 4:12 There is only one Lawgiver and Judge, the One who is able to save and to destroy; …

Gal.6:2 Bear one another's burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ.

3. The pulpit is not the place to press one’s opinion.

4. Not the place of the pulpit to grind an ax.

Conclusion
Let’s realize the needs of the pulpit.
Misusing the pulpit brings the displeasure of God.
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