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OVERCOMING LIFE’S PROBLEMS

TEXT: Job Chapter One

INTRODUCTION
Of all people, Christians have more to rejoice over. We have all the good things God gave all humanity, plus washed in the blood of Christ. We have a joy the world cannot grasp
Phil.4:7 And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, …

I. PROBLEMS WILL CONFRONT BOTH CHRISTIANS AND SINNERS ALIKE

A. God has not promised Christians immunity to trials.

1. Sometimes these become stumbling blocks for Christians. Mark 4:16-17

"And in a similar way these are the ones on whom seed was sown on the rocky places, who, when they hear the word, immediately receive it with joy; and they have no firm root in themselves, but are only temporary; then, when affliction or persecution arises because of the word, immediately they fall away.”

a. Don’t let this happen to us!

b. “Christians are like tea—their real strength is revealed in hot water.”

2. Forewarned such coming. 2 Tim.3:12
…all who desire to live godly in Christ Jesus will be persecuted.
a. We’re in trouble if all the world likes us! Luke 6:26 "Woe to you when all men speak well of you, for in the same way their fathers used to treat the false prophets.”
b. Even Paul had problems. 2 Cor.12:7-10
B. Then we must accept both good and bad times.

1. Plan ahead, be prepared. Eph.6:13-18

2. Put faith in God.

a. Enjoy the roses despite the thorns.

b. Job made no accusations against God. Job 1:21

II. ATTITUDE TOWARD PROBLEMS IS KEY TO SUCCESS OR FAILURE TO COPE

A. Bible given to thoroughly equip the Christian (2 Tim.3:16), even for proper attitude.

1. Take proper evaluation. Prov.24:10 If you are slack in the day of distress, Your strength is limited.
2. Consider what He did for us. 2 Cor.4:8-10
8we are afflicted in every way, but not crushed; perplexed, but not despairing; 9persecuted, but not forsaken; struck down, but not destroyed; 10always carrying about in the body the dying of Jesus, that the life of Jesus also may be manifested in our body.
3. Our Hope. Gal.6:9

And let us not lose heart in doing good, for in due time we shall reap if we do not grow weary.

4. Trust in God. 1 Pet.5:7 casting all your anxiety upon Him, because He cares for you.
Phil.4:6-7 Be anxious for nothing, but in everything by prayer and supplication with thanksgiving let your requests be made known to God. 7And the peace of God, which surpasses all comprehension, shall guard your hearts and your minds in Christ Jesus.
a. Prayer of serenity – “God grant me the serenity to accept the things I cannot change, the courage to change the things I can, and the wisdom to know the difference.”

b. Evidenced in Paul. Acts 16:25 But about midnight Paul and Silas were praying and singing hymns of praise to God, and the prisoners were listening to them;
5. Confident of ultimate victory. Phil.4:13 I can do all things through Him who strengthens me.
6. Growth from experiences. James 1:2-4

Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, 3knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. 4And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
a. This lesson learned by Peter. Luke 22:32 “but I have prayed for you, that your faith may not fail; and you, when once you have turned again, strengthen your brothers."

b. Rom.8:28 not universal, but all can profit from experiences.
And we know that God causes all things to work together for good to those who love God, to those who are called according to His purpose.

c. Use them {experiences} in future to help and encourage others being tried.

7. Determination, not retaliation. Rom.12:21 Do not be overcome by evil, but overcome evil with good.

8. Use our influence properly. 1 Pet.4:14-16

If you are reviled for the name of Christ, you are blessed, because the Spirit of glory and of God rests upon you. 15By no means let any of you suffer as a murderer, or thief, or evildoer, or a troublesome meddler; 16but if anyone suffers as a Christian, let him not feel ashamed, but in that name let him glorify God.

a. The apostles rejoiced because they knew their influence was being felt. Acts 5:41

So they went on their way from the presence of the Council, rejoicing that they had been considered worthy to suffer shame for His name.

b. Persecution made the influence of 1st Century brethren felt even more. Acts 8:4

Therefore, those who had been scattered went about preaching the word.
B. All trials are not obstacles – may be blessings in disguise.

1. Football player hurt, out of sports for life.

a. Might become great scholar, doctor, announcer, scientist.

b. May have been soon forgotten in football if played.

c. Difference could be if wouldn’t quit trying.

1) Could ruin life if let bitterness rule instead of effort.

2. Even in secular life, examples of overcoming obstacles.

a. Julius Ceasar, Alexander the Great ~ both epileptics.

b. Helen Keller both blind, could not speak and deaf.

c. Admiral Nelson, English Naval Hero, had but one eye.

d. Robert Louis Stevenson fought tuberculosis.

e. F.D.Roosevelt hit with infantile paralysis (polio) in 1921 (39 years old), but went on to become governor and four-term president.

III. WHAT PRINCIPLES CAN I EMPLOY IN TRIALS, HANDICAPS, Etc.?
A. Keep mind occupied with constructive thinking. Phil.3:13-14
Brethren, I do not regard myself as having laid hold of it yet; but one thing I do: forgetting what lies behind and reaching forward to what lies ahead, 14I press on toward the goal for the prize of the upward call of God in Christ Jesus.
1. The defeatist is already beaten – his own worst enemy.

2. Keep asking, “What can I do to gain my goal?”

B. Ponder the many who would gladly trade places with you.

1. Nothing is so bad but what it couldn’t be worse.

2. Story: “The man complained because he had no shoes until he met the boy with no feet.”

3. Phil.4:11-12 Not that I speak from want; for I have learned to be content in whatever circumstances I am. 12I know how to get along with humble means, and I also know how to live in prosperity; in any and every circumstance I have learned the secret of being filled and going hungry, both of having abundance and suffering need.
C. Make up mind to patiently endure hardships. 1Sam. 4:9

"Take courage and be men, O Philistines, lest you become slaves to the Hebrews, as they have been slaves to you; therefore, be men and fight."

James 5:11 Behold, we count those blessed who endured. You have heard of the endurance of Job and have seen the outcome of the Lord's dealings, that the Lord is full of compassion and is merciful.

D. Keep spirits up by prayer, study of God’s word.

1. Men may help encourage, but don’t rely solely on man’s strength.

2. Read such passages as Psalm 23; Matt.6:25; James 1:12; 2 Cor.5
E. Have the attitude of Christ. Mark 14:36
And He was saying, "Abba! Father! All things are possible for Thee; remove this cup from Me; yet not what I will, but what Thou wilt."
CONCLUSION
Only the God of Peace can provide the peace of God to overcome all problems.

Sins add further to your load.

Matt.11:28-30 "Come to Me, all who are weary and heavy-laden, and I will give you rest. 29Take My yoke upon you, and learn from Me, for I am gentle and humble in heart; and you shall find rest for your souls. 30For My yoke is easy, and My load is light."









PAGE  
5

