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The Doctrine of Premillennialism

INTRODUCTION:  Review last study.
VI. ANTI-CHRIST

A. According to dispensationalism the seven-year period will be divided into two parts of 3 ½ years each.

B.
Great world ruler will arise in the first 3 ½ years.

He will rebuild Temple and all Jews will hearken to him.

C.
In the last 3 ½ years, he will reveal himself as the anti-christ.

1. He will have the Jews, who are said by premillennialists to still be God’s people, in a bad fix!

2. When the Lord comes back, He will fight this battle of Armageddon against the anti-christ, according to this doctrine.

D.
Four verses in the Bible mention the Anti-Christ:

1 John 2:18 Children, it is the last hour; and just as you heard that antichrist is coming, even now many antichrists have arisen; from this we know that it is the last hour. v.22 Who is the liar but the one who denies that Jesus is the Christ? This is the antichrist, the one who denies the Father and the Son. 4:3 and every spirit that does not confess Jesus is not from God; and this is the spirit of the antichrist, of which you have heard that it is coming, and now it is already in the world. 2 John 7 For many deceivers have gone out into the world, those who do not acknowledge Jesus Christ as coming in the flesh. This is the deceiver and the antichrist.
1.
It is evident from these passages that anti-christ is anyone opposing doctrine of Christ!
2.
Not speaking of any particular person who will arise either just before or just after Jesus’ 2nd Coming!

3.
In fact, these verses plainly show that the anti-christ was present in apostolic days!
E.
Proof-Text: 2 Thess.2:3 – Son of Perdition is Anti-Christ! (It is claimed.)
1. Examine the chapter; note the background … Thessalonians had the mistaken idea that the Lord was coming at any moment and those who were physically dead had no hope.
1 Thess.4:14-17 For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep. For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first. Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord.
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2 Thess.2:3 Let no one in any way deceive you, for it will not come unless the apostasy comes first, and the man of lawlessness is revealed, the son of destruction, v.7 For the mystery of lawlessness is already at work; only he who now restrains will do so until he is taken out of the way.

2. Son of Perdition (destruction, NASB) to be revealed and great falling away to take place before 2nd coming of Christ.

3. No re-building of the temple mentioned.

4. This apostasy was to take place after Paul’s death (v.7).

5. Son of Perdition = Pope or anyone else answering the description!
a. Quite a difference between what the Bible says and what Premillennialists say on this matter!
VII. LAND PROMISE
A.
One of the strong positions of premillennialists concerns the land promise God made to the Jews.

B.
When the Lord comes back and reigns 1000 years upon the earth, He will then fulfill the promise made tot he Jews long ago that they would inherit the land of promise, land of Palestine, and they would have it for an everlasting inheritance.

C.
Premillennialism says this was never fulfilled!

God never kept His promise, He still owes that land to the Jews!

D.
“Proof-Text” = Genesis 15:18 On that day the Lord made a covenant with Abram, saying, "To your descendants I have given this land, From the river of Egypt as far as the great river, the river Euphrates:
1. Promise also given in ch.12 and numerous times in early part of Genesis.

2. Premillennialists believe that the Jews are still God’s people, and when anything happens in the Near East they get all excited.  We need to answer: “Does God still owe anything to the Jews?”
a. Let’s be plain – I don’t believe God owes anything to the Jewish nation.

b. Every promise, concerning the land or anything else, was completely fulfilled!

c. Jews did not keep their end of the bargain and so lost that land God gave them!

Promise conditional, cf. Joshua 23)
E. Gen.15:13 And God said to Abram, "Know for certain that your descendants will be strangers in a land that is not theirs, where they will be enslaved and oppressed four hundred years
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1.
400 years here (Gen.15:13) and in Acts 7:6.


2.
430 years in Exodus 12:40 and Gal.3:16-17.



a.
Actual time of bondage: Jacob went into Egypt 1706 B.C. – Exodus in 1491 B.C. = 215 years.



b.
From the time Ishmael mocked Isaac: 1898 B.C. to Exodus = 407 years.



c.
From the call of Abraham 1921 B.C. to Exodus = 430 years.




400/430 YEARS IN EGYPT (GOSPEL ANCHOR 15:6 P.5(85)





H.C.Leupold “exposition of Genesis” – Jacob going into Egypt – 1879
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Some figure it as: 215 Years of Patriarchs in Canaan      Gen.15:13








       And 215 years of Hebrews in Egypt


“Strangers” in land NOT theirs.





Alexander copy of the Septuagint of Exodus 12:40 = “The dwelling of the sons of Israel and of



their fathers, which they dwelt in the land of Canaan, and in the land of Egypt, was 430 years.”

3.
In Exodus, Moses leads the Israelites out of Egypt.

(Draw Map showing Nile and River of Egypt & Wilderness Wanderings).

F.
Book of Joshua is divided into two parts.


1.
First 12 chapters, battles and winning the land.


2.
Second 12 chapters, dividing up the land. Joshua 21:43-45
43 So the Lord gave Israel all the land which He had sworn to give to their fathers, and they possessed it and lived in it. 44 And the Lord gave them rest on every side, according to all that He had sworn to their fathers, and no one of all their enemies stood before them; the Lord gave all their enemies into their hand. 45 Not one of the good promises which the Lord had made to the house of Israel failed; all came to pass.
a. Cannot be clearer! Now, if all came to pass, does God still owe them anything? no!

b. The land promise was conditional, as previously noted (Joshua 23 esp.v.13, 15-16).
Joshua 23:13 know with certainty that the Lord your God will not continue to drive these nations out from before you; but they shall be a snare and a trap to you, and a whip on your sides and thorns in your eyes, until you perish from off this good land which the Lord your God has given you. … 15 "And it shall come about that just as all the good words which the Lord your God spoke to you have come upon you, so the Lord will bring upon you all the threats, until He has destroyed you from off this good land which the Lord your God has given you.  16 "When you transgress the covenant of the Lord your God, which He commanded you, and go and serve other gods, and bow down to them, then the anger of the Lord will burn against you, and you shall perish quickly from off the good land which He has given you."
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G. But, Premillennialists say God still owes them the land!

1.
 Gen.15:18 says from River of Egypt – Premillennialists say this is the Nile River.

a. What did Joshua say by inspiration?  ALL!

b. Premillennialists need to prove the Nile River is the River of Egypt.

c. Actually, River of Egypt was smaller river separating land of Palestine from land of Egypt.

2. But, Premillennialists say it was to be an everlasting covenant! (Gen.17:8)

a.
But – means “age-lasting.”

b. Gen.17:13 says circumcision was everlasting. But Gal.5:1-4 affirms that circumcision is no longer of value.

3. But, Premillennialists says God will restore the land to the Jews.

a. Ezek.37 – early part of chapter we have a graveyard scene and resurrection of bones.  This is explained in vv.11-14
Then He said to me, "Son of man, these bones are the whole house of Israel; behold, they say, 'Our bones are dried up, and our hope has perished. We are completely cut off.'  12 "Therefore prophesy, and say to them, 'Thus says the Lord God, "Behold, I will open your graves and cause you to come up out of your graves, My people; and I will bring you into the land of Israel.  13 "Then you will know that I am the Lord, when I have opened your graves and caused you to come up out of your graves, My people.  14 "And I will put My Spirit within you, and you will come to life, and I will place you on your own land. Then you will know that I, the Lord, have spoken and done it," declares the Lord.'"
b.
Sure enough! Restoration of Jews to land!

Question: Has it been fulfilled? If fulfilled, don’t be looking for fulfillment of it today! YES, it has been fulfilled! Ezekiel was in captivity when he wrote; God raised him up to keep hope alive in Israel. Isaiah said 100 years before the captivity, they would be restored to the land and even named (in ch.44 & 45) the king who would restore them—Cyrus!  Read the historical book of Ezra (1:1-3)!

Now in the first year of Cyrus king of Persia, in order to fulfill the word of the Lord by the mouth of Jeremiah, the Lord stirred up the spirit of Cyrus king of Persia, so that he sent a proclamation throughout all his kingdom, and also put it in writing, saying,  2 "Thus says Cyrus king of Persia, 'The Lord, the God of heaven, has given me all the kingdoms of the earth, and He has appointed me to build Him a house in Jerusalem, which is in Judah.  3 'Whoever there is among you of all His people, may his God be with him! Let him go up to Jerusalem which is in Judah, and rebuild the house of the Lord, the God of Israel; He is the God who is in Jerusalem.
c. Chapter two of Ezra even names by name those, at least some, who returned to the land!
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VIII. CAN A CHRISTIAN EMBRACE PREMILLENNIALISM –

 DOES IT REALLY MAKE ANY DIFFERENCE?
A. When a person embraces the doctrine of premillennialism, he necessarily questions the omniscience of God.

Isaiah 46:8-11 "Remember this, and be assured; Recall it to mind, you transgressors. Remember the former things long past, For I am God, and there is no other; I am God, and there is no one like Me, Declaring the end from the beginning And from ancient times things which have not been done, Saying, 'My purpose will be established, And I will accomplish all My good pleasure'; Calling a bird of prey from the east, The man of My purpose from a far country. Truly I have spoken; truly I will bring it to pass. I have planned it, surely I will do it.

Deut.18:22 "When a prophet speaks in the name of the Lord, if the thing does not come about or come true, that is the thing which the Lord has not spoken. The prophet has spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him.

1. Are we to conclude that Isaiah, David, Daniel, who prophesied the setting up off the Kingdom during the Roman Empire, spoke presumptuously?

2. That John the Baptist and Jesus spoke presumptuously when they taught that the Kingdom was at hand?

a. Not a material kingdom3 but a spiritual. Matt. 1:21; 20:28
B. Must conclude the first coming off Christ a failure!

1. Realize premill. sing about blood off Christ just as much as anyone else and claim to believe in benefits off blood off Christ.

2. But    O.T. either prophesied that Jesus was to come and be rejected and crucified (killed) and to arise from death and go back to Father's right hand and receive a spiritual kingdom 
(Dan.7:13-14)
--OR--

3.
Prophesied He would come & reign over physical, material kingdom in land off Palestine as a materialistic carnal King!

a.
Didn't prophesy both!

4.
Since Lord came, died, rose, ascended into Heaven, must be spiritual & the Lord accomplished the design of God purposed From the Foundation of the world (Eph.3:10-11).
C. Relegates church to inferior institution.

1. Acts 20:28;  Eph 3:10-11
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D. Deny Jesus is now King.

1.
Since He has no Kingdom, He cannot be King!

2. But..Phil.2:5-11; 1 Tim.6:15 ("King off Kings"); Eph.1:20-23
3.
Jesus is now at right hand off God above and over everything and if Jesus comes back to this earth to reign over an earthly kingdom that is certainly going to have to be a DEMOTION! Premil. simply teaches the Lord is going to be humiliated all over again!
E. God is a respecter of persons. Acts 10:35
1. Eph. 2 -- broke down middle wall, made off two one new man.

2. Premil. teaches when Jesus comes He will build that wall again.  That Jews are still God's chosen people & they talk about all the Jews being saved.

a. Makes God a respecter of persons.

F. Guilty of wresting Scriptures.

1. 2 Pet.3:15-16
2. Premil. wrest & twist Scripture--taking them out off context.

a.
Example:  Last Days they say is just immediately before Jesus' return when Bible identifies it as the entire Christian dispensation.

b.
Kingdom -- something to be established after Jesus' return but Col.1:13, Kingdom now in existence, the church.

c.
Revelation -- book off symbols.  They twist, torture & bring passages into conformity to their own pet theories & doctrines and make it conflict with other plain passages!  Like 2 Peter 3, earth destroyed at second coming off Jesus & thus no earth to reign on!

G.
So that is what is involved in embracing premillennial doctrine.

1.
Questions omniscience of God.

2.
First coming of Christ a failure.

3.
Relegate church to inferior institution.

4.
Deny Jesus is now King.

5.
Makes God a respecter of persons.

B.
Guilty of wresting Scripture.

1. Cannot logically conclude that Christian can embrace doctrine of Premillennialism.

2. Yes, it does make a difference what one believes in this regard
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