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PUTTING THE PREACHER IN HIS PLACE
TEXT: FIRST CORINTHIANS FOUR
INTRODUCTION
Preachers have their place in the body of Christ. They have responsibilities and obligations to discharge. In their work, men are not to think of them too highly. This was the trouble with the Corinthians, (cf., 1:10-13)
10How I exhort you, brethren, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that you all agree, and there be no divisions among you, but you be made complete in the same mind and in the same judgment. 11For I have been informed concerning you, my brethren, by Chloe’s people, that there are quarrels among you. 12Now I mean this, that each one of you is saying. “I am of Paul,” and “I of Apollos, and “I of Cephas,” and “I of Christ.” 13Has Christ been divided? Paul was not crucified for you, was he? Or were you baptized in the name of Paul?

I. HOW MEN ARE TO THINK OF PREACHERS (4:1-2)
1Let a man regard us in this manner, as servants (ministers, KJV) of Christ, and stewards of the mysteries of God. 2In this case, moreover, it is required of stewards that one be found trustworthy.

A. Should think of them as ministers (servants, helpers, attendants) of Christ. Not as Lords (servant contrasted to master).
1. Jesus made Paul a minister ~ Acts 26:16 (Eph.3:7); Preacher, 1 Tim.2:7; 2 Tim.1:11
2. Preachers are not over churches. They are not “clergymen” — not “official interpreters” of the Bible — not better than other faithful brethren. (Matt.23:11-12)
“But the greatest among you shall be your servant. And whoever exalts himself shall be humbled; and whoever humbles himself shall be exalted.”
By reason of USE, the preacher may have more knowledge of God’s Word -- that’s all!
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B. Stewards of the mysteries of God ... not masters! 1 Cor.3:5 What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one.

1. A steward is a caretaker of another’s goods or property. Provides things necessary for use of the family.
2. Preachers are caretakers of the revealed gospel. Dispense instructions, guidance, counsel, etc., to build up the church of Christ.
3. In this he must be faithful (trustworthy) [v.2]. Not neces​sarily eloquent, “polished,” or enticing, but FAITHFUL (trust​worthy)
a. Must take heed to doctrine (1 Tim.4:16).
b. Preach the word (2 Tim.4:2).
c. Declare the whole counsel of God (Acts 20:27).
1. The MESSAGE is the important thing, not the messenger I
2. You may not like:
--type of delivery
--method of preaching
--method of teaching classes
--personality of preacher
3. but...is the message preached?
is the gospel proclaimed?
Note Concerning Steward: The tense of this statement is present tense. They are the stewards of the revelations of God. When Paul wrote these words, the entirety of the NT revelation of the mysteries of God had not yet been accomplished. There were many truths that lacked revelation at this time.

II. PREACHERS STAND BEFORE THREE GREAT TRIBUNALS (4:3-5)

Court; jury (preachers are judged; examined and result of examination expressed - blamed or condemned; praised or exonerated).
A. They stand before men or public opinion (4:3 But to me it is a very small thing that I should be examined by you, or by any human court; in fact, I do not even examine myself.

1. Preachers should consider this a very small thing. Such was the attitude of Paul toward the Corinthians.
a. Yet, do not invite deliberate dislike of oneself, cf.,
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2 Co.8:21 providing for honest things, not only in the sight of the Lord, but also in the sight of men.
1 Co.9: 19For though I am free from all men, I have made myself a slave to all. that I might win (gain, KJV) the more. 20And to the Jews I became as a Jew, that I might win Jews; to those who are under the Law, as under the Law, thought not being myself under the Law, that I might win those who are under the Law; 21to those who are without law. as without law, though not being without the law of God but under the law of Christ, that I might win those who are without law. 22To the weak I became weak, that I might win the weak; I have become all things to all men, that I may by all means save some. 23And I do all things for the sake of the gospel, that I may become a fellow-partaker of it.

2. The condemnation or vindication of men is generally the result of prejudice or emotions. It really means very little as a man can only gain earthly glory for the present.
3. Preachers who succumb to such are foolish (Gal.1:10 For do I now persuade men, or God? or do I seek to please men? for if I yet pleased men, I should not be the servant of Christ.

B. The second great tribunal is that of self or conscience (4:4a). I am conscious of nothing against myself, yet I am not by this acquitted; ~ KJV for I know nothing by myself; yet I am not hereby justified:
1. Figures of Speech, p.79: “i.e., ‘For I am not conscious to myself of any [unfaithful, from v.2] thing, yet I am not justified by this; but he that judgeth me is the Lord,’ and He is able to bring all such hidden and secret things to light. The R.V. has ‘against myself.’”
a. A person shouldn’t violate his conscience. Live with a clear conscience.
b. Yet, one’s conscience cannot acquit him. He may have a good conscience, still be guilty before God.
C. Christ is the third and final tribunal before whom we must stand (4:4b-5). but the one who examines me is the Lord. Therefore do not go on passing judgment before the time, but wait until the Lord comes who will both bring to light the things hidden in the darkness and disclose the motives of men’s hearts; and then each man’s praise will come to him from God.

1. He will bring out the hidden things of darkness and will reveal the counsels of our hearts. Jesus knows why we preach the things that we preach...(etc.)
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III. PREACHERS ARE NOT TO BE ELEVATED ABOVE THAT WHICH IS WRITTEN (4:6)
Now these things, brethren, I have figuratively applied to myself and Apollos for your sakes, that in us you might learn not to exceed what is written, in order that no one of you might become arrogant in behalf of one against the other.

A. Preachers have their place in the scheme of things and are to be respected and admired for their work’s sake, but that which is written prohibits partisan strife and party devotion.
B. That which is written says:
1. Men are ministers through whom people believe (1 Co.3:5) What then is Apollos? And what is Paul? Servants through whom you believed, even as the Lord gave opportunity to each one.

2. They are planters, waterers, but god gives the increase (3:6) I planted, Apollos watered, but God was causing the growth.

3. Following men is carnal and divisive (3:3) for you are still fleshly. For since there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not fleshly, and are you not walking like mere men?

C. Men may be followed, but only as they follow the Lord (cf., 4:16-17) I exhort you therefore, be imitators of me. For this reason I have sent to you Timothy, who is my beloved and faithful child in the Lord, and he will remind you of my ways which are in Christ, just as I teach everywhere in every church.

1. God’s word is to have precedence in all things.
2. What the Corinthians had received, they received from God through the apostles (v.7) For who regards you as superior? And what do you have that you did not receive? But if you did receive it, why do you boast as if you had not received it?

3. Sarcasm is employed to show the fallacy of thinking they had received enough (spiritual wisdom, etc.) (v.8)
You are already filled, you have already become rich, you have become kings without us; and I would indeed that you had become kings so that we also might reign with you.
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IV. PREACHERS SHOULD BE WILLING TO SUFFER (4:9-13)
9For, I think, God has exhibited us apostles last* of all, as men condemned to death; because we have become a spectacle to the world, both to angels and to men. 10We are fools for Christ’s sake, but you are prudent in Christ; we are weak, but you are strong; you are distinguished, but we are without honor. 11To this present hour we are both hungry and thirsty, and are poorly clothed, and are roughly treated, and are homeless; 12and we toil, working with our own hands; when we are reviled, we bless; when we are persecuted, we endure; 13when we are slandered, we try to conciliate; we have become as the scum of the world, the dregs of all things, even until now.

*Socially at the Bottom; Corinthians kings! (v.8), Apostles beneath them.
A. Notice the experiences of the apostles in these verses.
B. Their example is worthy of our emulation.
C. Paralleled today: Isn’t it amazing how some brethren, whose only activity in the church of our Lord is to attend all (or most) of the services of the church, yet they know better how to teach a class; present a lesson; call on the lost (erring brethren included); etc., than the preacher does, who spends all his time doing this?
1. Why do some brethren insist upon regarding the preacher as some sort of inferior member of the church?
2. Why do some brethren want to ascribe motives and feelings to the preacher that they would not ascribe to themselves nor to any other member of the church?
3. Phil.2:2-4 (We are instructed by the apostle Paul to be.......) ...of the same mind, maintaining the same love, united in spirit, intent on one purpose. Do nothing from selfishness (contentiousness NASB) or empty conceit, but with humility of mind let each of you regard one another as sore important than himself; do not merely look out for your own personal Interests, but also for the interest of others. (Emp. mine, LAB)

Rom.12:10 Be devoted to one another in brotherly love; give pref​erence to one another in honor; (outdo one another in showing honor NASB).
4. Why do brethren not try to work with the preacher? If they do not like something about him, they work toward getting rid of him instead of trying to work with him. It never ceases to amaze me that brethren want to blame all the church’s ills on the preacher and never think about “changing members” -- only “changing preachers!”
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V. CIRCUMSTANCES AND CONDITIONS DETERMINE HOW TO PREACH (v.21)
What do you desire? Shall I come to you with a rod or with love and a spirit of gentleness?

A. Paul was either coming with a rod (Ananias & Sapphira; Elymas, the Sorcerer; perhaps...Hymenaeus & Alexander) or in love and the spirit of meekness.
B. hard to preach for small congregation...
CONCLUSION
In our work as preachers, let us be counted as “faithful stewards.”
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