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“PERFECTION”

Matt.5:48 "Therefore you are to be perfect, as your heavenly Father is perfect.”
INTRODUCTION:
A. Our Heavenly Father desires that His children be perfect.

5046.    teleios,  tel'-i-os from 5056; complete (in various applications of labor, growth, mental and moral character, etc.); neuter (as noun, with 3588) completeness:--of full age, man, perfect.

B. The question is, What does it mean to be perfect as God desires?
C. There abounds much misunderstanding concerning perfection. Some individuals exclaim:

Well, I can’t ever be perfect, so I just quit! or

Ole’ brother so-and-so is a pretty good ole’ boy, but he sure ain’t perfect!
Usually these folks have the wrong idea of what perfection is, thinking it is sinlessness.

D. God would not command us to do or be something that is impossible.

He commands us to be perfect – therefore, it is possible to attain.

E. What is perfection?

In this lesson this question will be answered from a study of the Scriptures.

F. From the bible, let us study to see how perfection is demanded,

what it is, and how it is obtained.

I. God Commands Perfection
A. God commanded Abraham to be perfect! Gen.17:1
Now when Abram was ninety-nine years old, the lord appeared to Abram and said to him, "I am God Almighty; Walk before Me, and be blameless.” (perfect, kjv) {usually (morally) innocence}

B. God commanded the Israelites to be holy and perfect.

Lev.19:2 "Speak to all the congregation of the sons of Israel and say to them, 'You shall be holy, for I the lord your God am holy.”   Deut.18:13 "You shall be blameless before the lord your God.”

C. Jesus told the rich young ruler what to do to become perfect. (Matt.19:21) … "If you wish to be complete (perfect, kjv), go and sell your possessions and give to the poor, and you shall have treasure in heaven; and come, follow Me."
D. Paul admonished his brethren to be perfect. Col.1:28

And we proclaim Him, admonishing every man and teaching every man with all wisdom, that we may present every man complete (perfect, kjv) in Christ.
1. Our Heavenly Father, our Lord Jesus Christ and the apostles commanded perfection.

2. Since God commands nothing impossible – we also may be perfect.
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II. What is Perfection?
A. The question naturally arises,

“Since God has commanded us to be perfect, just what is perfection?”
B. Job was a perfect man. Job 1:1
There was a man in the land of Uz, whose name was Job, and that man was blameless, upright, fearing God, and turning away from evil.

What did he do?

1. He feared God and turned away from evil.

2. He had reverence and respect for the will of God.

3. He abhorred evil and held to good. cf. Rom.12:9 … Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.

C. Perfection is to cleanse oneself from all defilements of the flesh and spirit. 2 Cor.7:1
Therefore, having these promises, beloved, let us cleanse ourselves from all defilement of flesh and spirit, perfecting holiness in the fear of God.

2005.   epiteleo,  ep-ee-tel-eh'-o from 1909 {epi} and 5055 {teleo}; to fulfill further (or completely), …
D. To be perfect, one must do the will of the Lord. Heb.13:20-21
Now the God of peace, who brought up from the dead the great Shepherd of the sheep through the blood of the eternal covenant, even Jesus our Lord, equip you in every good thing to do His will, working in us that which is pleasing in His sight, through Jesus Christ, to whom be the glory forever and ever. Amen.
A genuine disposition that is dedicated to becoming like God is perfection.

For one to be completely disposed to always do the will of the Lord is to be as perfect as God desires!

E. To be perfect is to become mature or full grown. [It also can mean without shortcoming in respect to a certain standard] … Let’s look at the word perfect fully defined—(from the agl)



A. brought to completion; fully accomplished, fully developed

James 1:4 But let patience have her perfect work, …

B. fully realized, thorough 1 John 4:18 … perfect love casteth out fear: …
C. complete, entire as opposed to what is partial and limited
1 Cor.13:10 But when that which is perfect is come, then that which is in part shall be done away. 

D. full grown, of ripe age ~ 1 Cor.14:20 …in malice be ye children, but in understanding be men. 

Eph.4:13 Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ: 

Heb.5:14 But strong meat belongeth to them that are of full age, …
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E. fully accomplished in Christian enlightment
1 Cor.2:6 … we speak wisdom among them that are perfect: …

Phil.3:15 Let us therefore, as many as be perfect, be thus minded: …

 Col 1:28 … teaching every man in all wisdom; that we may present every man perfect in Christ Jesus:

F. perfect in some point of character, without shortcoming in respect of a certain standard
Matt.5:48 Be ye therefore perfect, even as your Father which is in heaven is perfect.

Matt.19:21 …, If thou wilt be perfect, go and sell that thou hast, …

 Col.4:12 Epaphras, … always labouring fervently for you in prayers, that ye may stand perfect and complete in all the will of God. 

James 1:4 … that ye may be perfect and entire, wanting nothing.

Entire  – whole, having all its parts, sound, perfect, complete in every part; in the N.T. … morally perfect, faultless, blameless, James 1:4 (agl)

James 3:2 … If any man offend not in word, the same is a perfect man, …
G. perfect, consummate

Rom.12:2 … prove what is that good, and acceptable, and perfect, will of God.

James 1:17 Every good gift and every perfect gift is from above, …

James 1:25 But whoso looketh into the perfect law of liberty, …

H. compar. of higher excellence and efficiency
Heb.9:11 But Christ being come … by a greater and more perfect tabernacle, …

III How to Obtain Perfection

A. We can obtain it as Noah did. Gen.6:8-9
But Noah found favor in the eyes of the lord. These are the records of the generations of Noah. Noah was a righteous man, blameless in his time; Noah walked with God.

B. David’s heart was perfect with Jehovah. 1 Kings 11:4
For it came about when Solomon was old, his wives turned his heart away after other gods; and his heart was not wholly devoted to the lord his God, as the heart of David his father had been.

C. Asa was perfect with Jehovah all his days. 1 Kings 15:14
But the high places were not taken away; nevertheless the heart of Asa was wholly devoted to the lord all his days.

D. We can obtain perfection as Zacharias and Elizabeth did.
Luke 1:6 Lu 1:6 And they were both righteous in the sight of God, walking blamelessly in all the commandments and requirements of the Lord.

E. Trials and tests make one to be perfect.

They prove one’s faith and reveal it for what it truly is.

James 1:2-4 Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials, knowing that the testing of your faith produces endurance. And let endurance have its perfect result, that you may be perfect and complete, lacking in nothing.
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F. When we let the Scriptures teach, reprove, correct and instruct us,

we will be made perfect or complete.

2 Tim.3:16-17 All Scripture is inspired by God and profitable for teaching, for reproof, for correction, for training in righteousness; that the man of God may be adequate (perfect, , kjv), equipped for every good work.
We are made perfect by doing and continuing in the perfect Law!

 James 1:23-25 For if anyone is a hearer of the word and not a doer, he is like a man who looks at his natural face in a mirror; 24for once he has looked at himself and gone away, he has immediately forgotten what kind of person he was. 25But one who looks intently at the perfect law, the law of liberty, and abides by it, not having become a forgetful hearer but an effectual doer, this man shall be blessed in what he does.
IV. Conclusion
A. (Matt.5:48) This is what we must strive toward.

We should press toward perfection as did the evangelist Paul (Phil.3:12).
B. God commands that His children walk perfectly before Him.

A Christian earnestly strives to do God’s will at all times and in all places.

C. Psalm 119:1 Blessed are they that are  perfect in the way, Who walk in the law of Jehovah. (ASV)

INVITATION
PRECEPTOR 27:4, 4(76) MATURITY IN CHRIST BY DANNY BROWN
1. Be obedient in all things (Matt.28:20). Foolish man hears and does not (Matt.7:24-27).

2. Distinguish between right and wrong (Heb.5:14).

3. Not moved by persecution (1 Pet.4:12-16).

4. Affections are set on things above (Col.3:1-2).

5. Not easily offended (Gal.4:16; Luke 15:11-31 –elder brother).

6. Dependable (Philemon 21; Phil.2:19-20).

7. Not attracted by worldliness (Matt.6:24; James 4:4; 1 John 2:15-17).

PAGE  
3

