Page One          under “E” for “Eternal”            THE ETERNAL GOD                    Chart 407                        S 67 C
THE ETERNAL GOD

Deut.33:27 The eternal God is thy refuge, and underneath are the everlasting arms:...
nasb The eternal God is a dwelling place, And underneath are the everlasting arms;...
Adam Clarke's Commentary: Everlasting arms] As the arm is the emblem of power, and of power in a state of exertion, the words here state that an unlimited and unconquerable power shall be eternally exerted in the defense of God’s Church, and in the behalf of all those who trust in Him.

INTRODUCTION
A. Belief in the eternal God is the primary foundation of Christian faith.
Heb.11:6 And without faith it is impossible to please Him, for he who comes to God must believe that He is, and that He is a rewarder of those who seek Him.
1. Therefore, we should earnestly seek to know God as He is revealed in The Bible.
B. God is gradually made known to us in the Holy Scriptures.
1. From the first verse in the Bible to the last one, there is revealed step by step, a gradual unfolding of the nature, power, wisdom and mercy of God.
I. GOD IS SELF-EXISTENT

A. The child's question, "who made God?" or 'Where did God come from?" is a perfectly natural and proper question, but the true answer is perhaps not such as the child would expect.
B. Jesus said, "... the Father has life in Himself,...” (John 5:26)
1. That is, God is creator and IS not a created being.
a. He owes His life to no other being or cause.
b. He is not dependent on anything outside Himself for His own existence.
2. God is uncreated, unoriginated, having no beginning and no ending.
3. He is the great original with existence all His own.
C. Therefore God is not dependent upon any cause or being in all this world. Psa.50:12
“If I were hungry, I would not tell you; For the world is Mine, and all it contains.”
D. God is the source of all that lives.
Acts 17:24-25 "The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; neither is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all life and breath and all things;"

Rom. 11:36 For from Him and through Him and to Him are all things. To Him be the glory forever,
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E. Our impulse to assign to everything a cause is so strong and necessary to our ordinary thinking that it is accounted impossible among some people for our minds to hold to the idea of independent and uncaused existence.
1. We may refer the existence of the universe back to God and say that it owes itself to a power and a will that lie back of it, and we may say that power is God.
2. Or we may profess agnosticism on the subject and declare that we do not know from whence the universe came; but this is only another way of saying that so far as we can see the universe exists independently of any causation, which is only to call it self-existent.
3. We are forced to believe either in a self-existing God adequate to the causing of the universe, or in a universe apparently existing of itself.
4. That which an unbiased mind can most easily believe is that the only self-existence which is consistent with reason is the self-existence of a sufficient God.
II. GOD IS ETERNAL
A. Since God’s existence had no beginning, it will have no ending. He always was always is, and always will be.
1. To be self-existent is certainly to be eternal. Self-existence is simply existence wholly independent; as nothing initiated it, so nothing can terminate it.
B. It is not possible for us to properly portray the eternity of God.
Rom.11:33 Oh, the depth of the riches both of the wisdom and knowledge of God! How unsearchable are His judgments and unfathomable His ways!
1. One reason for this is because our minds are controlled and limited by time.
a. Watch on your wrist - clock on the wall - mantel - cook-stove – microwave - coffee maker - etc.
2. Time influences us to set one thing before and another after.
3. We live exclusively in the duration of time, with the past behind us, the present with us and the future ahead of us. So we speak of yesterday, today and tomorrow.
4. Not so with God! "...with the Lord one day is as a thousand years, and a thousand years as one day."

(2 Peter 3:8)

C. The Scriptures often refer to God as being eternal. Deut.33:27 {text}
Psalm 9:7 ... the LORD abides forever; ... 90:1-2 Lord, Thou hast been our dwelling place in all generations. Before the mountains were born, Or Thou didst give birth to the earth and the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, Thou art God.
102:12 ... Thou, O LORD, dost abide forever; And Thy name to all generations. 146:10 The LORD will reign forever, ...
Jer.l0:10 ... He is the living God and the everlasting King. ...
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Lam.5:19 Thou, O LORD, dost rule forever; ...
Dan.6:26 "I make a decree that in all the dominion of my kingdom men are to fear and tremble before the God of Daniel; For He is the living God and enduring forever, And His kingdom is one which will not be destroyed, And His dominion will be forever.
1 Tim. 1:17 ...the King eternal, immortal, invisible, the only God,...
D. Since God is eternal and since all life comes from Him, it follows that He is the author of eternal life. John 3:16;
Heb.5:8-9 Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered. And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation, (without limits of any kind; endless)
III. GOD IS INFINITE

A. God is infinite in His presence - He is Omnipresent (present everywhere at once).
1. As eternity affirms that God is not limited to time, so omnipresence affirms that God is not limited to space.
2. Furthermore, as God is not temporal
(1 a : of or relating to time as opposed to eternity b : of or relating to earthly life), so also He is not local in the sense of being confined to any one particular place.
3. The Scriptures abound in proof of the omnipresence of God.
1 Kings 8:27 "But will God indeed dwell on the earth? Behold, heaven and the highest heaven cannot contain Thee, how much less this house which I have built!"
Psalm 139:7-10 Where can I go from Thy Spirit? Or where can I flee from Thy presence? If I ascend to heaven, Thou art there; If I make my bed in Sheol, behold, Thou art there. If I take the wings of the dawn, If I dwell in the remotest part of the sea, Even there Thy hand will lead me, And Thy right hand will lay hold of me.
Prov.l5:3 The eyes of the LORD are in every place, Watching the evil and the good.
Jer.23:23-24 "Am I a God who is near," declares the LORD, "And not a God far off? Can a man hide himself in hiding places, So I do not see him?" declares the LORD. "Do I not fill the heavens and the earth?" declares the lord.”
Acts 17:24-26 "The God who made the world and all things in it, since He is Lord of heaven and earth, does not dwell in temples made with hands; neither is He served by human hands, as though He needed anything, since He Himself gives to all life and breath and all things; and He made from one, every nation of mankind to live on all the face of the earth, having determined their appointed times, and the boundaries of their habitation,"
B. God is infinite in His knowledge ~ He is Omniscient (knowing all things; very wise).

God knows everything that is an object of knowledge.
God's knowledge is eternal. There never was a period of time when God knew more or less than He knows now, nor will there ever be such a period. He never learns and He never forgets.
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Since God is eternal, He shall, therefore, always exist to possess His perfect knowledge, for His knowledge is not limited by time.
Since God is omnipresent, He is, therefore, everywhere present with all His power of knowing, for His knowledge is not limited by space.
Inasmuch as God made all things, He knows all about all that He has made.
Many Scriptures emphasize The omniscience of God.
Asa, king of Judah, removed Idols from the land but later made a treaty with the King of Aram instead of trusting in God.
2 Chron.16:9 "For the eyes of the LORD move to and fro throughout the earth that He may strongly support those whose heart is completely His. You have acted foolishly in this. Indeed, from now on you will surely have wars."
Psa.119:168 I keep Thy precepts and Thy testimonies, For all my ways are before Thee.
Psa.139:1-2 O lord, Thou hast searched me and known me. Thou dost know when I sit down and when I rise up; Thou dost understand my thought from afar.
Dan.2:22 "It is He who reveals the profound and hidden things; He knows what is in the darkness, And the light dwells with Him."
God is infinite in His power - He is Omnipotent (unlimited in power or authority).
1.
A companion to the omnipresence and omniscience of God is His omnipotence.
a.
Since God is eternal, not limited to time;
b.
Since He is omnipresent, not limited to space;
c.
Since He is omniscient, not limited in knowledge;
A) It naturally follows that He is omnipotent, not limited in power.
2.
Furthermore, inasmuch as God is self-existent, He is able to maintain His own existence.
3.
Scriptures teaching the omnipotence of God:
Job.36:5 "Behold, God is mighty but does not despise any; He is mighty in strength of understanding. 42:2 "I know that Thou canst do all things, And that no purpose of Thine can be thwarted.
Psalm 147:5 Great is our Lord, and abundant in strength; His understanding is infinite.
Jer.32:17 'Ah Lord god! Behold, Thou hast made the heavens and the earth by Thy great power and by Thine outstretched arm! Nothing is too difficult for Thee,
Dan. 4:35 "And all the inhabitants of the earth are accounted as nothing, But He does according to His will in the host of heaven And among the inhabitants of earth; And no one can ward off His hand Or say to Him, 'What hast Thou done?'

D. Evidence of God: Romans 1:15-20
15Thus, for my part, I am eager to preach the gospel to you also who are in Rome. 16For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. 17For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "BUT THE RIGHTEOUS man SHALL LIVE BY FAITH." 18For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in unrighteousness, 19because that which is known about God is evident within them; for God made it evident to them. 20For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes, His eternal power and divine nature, have been clearly seen, being understood through what has been made, so that they are without excuse.
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IV. GOD IS IMMUTABLE (unchangeable).
A.
The immutability of God certainly needs no proof, after we recognize His self-existence, His eternity and His infinity.
1.
The One who is self-existent, eternal and infinite, cannot err, cannot change, but is eternally the same.
2.
The universe in itself is mutable, for it has no independent existence, but hangs upon a will that is not its own.
3.
But God is independent and self-existent, and is beyond the reach of alteration, from eternity to eternity He is ever the same.
B.
God cannot err and cannot change because of His moral attributes.
1.
God has always been, and always will be, the holy, righteous and gracious God that He is now, who is absolutely worthy of all confidence and love.
2.
His goodness has not been developed, and never will be altered; from everlasting to everlasting He is the same in His character, infallible and immutable.
C.
Some Scriptures:
Num.23:19 "God is not a man, that He should lie, Nor a son of man, that He should repent; Has He said, and will He not do it? Or has He spoken, and will He not make it good?" Psalm 33:11 The counsel of the LORD stands forever, The plans of His heart from generation to generation. Psalm 102:25-27 "Of old Thou didst found the earth; And the heavens are the work of Thy hands. Even they will perish, but Thou dost endure; And all of them will wear out like a garment; Like clothing Thou wilt change them, and they will be changed. But Thou art the same, And Thy years will not come to an end."
Mal.3:6 "For I, the LORD, do not change; therefore you, O sons of Jacob, are not consumed."
James 1:17 Every good thing bestowed and every perfect gift is from above, coming down from the Father of lights, with whom there is no variation, or shifting shadow.
D. God does not change though His will or plan for man has changed.
Gen. 6, sorry He made man; 1 Chron.l2:15, sorry over the calamity of the destruction of Jerusalem and stopped the destroying angel.
He changed things relative to many items with the passage of time – Adam, Abraham, Israel, the church.
No indication that God will change anything relative to man’s salvation today, incumbent upon us to do His Will!
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CONCLUSION
Psalm 8:4-6 What is man, that Thou dost take thought of him? And the son of man, that Thou dost care for him? Yet Thou hast made him a little lower than God, And dost crown him with glory and majesty! Thou dost make him to rule over the works of Thy hands; Thou hast put all things under his feet,
Psalm 144:3-4 O LORD, what is man, that Thou dost take knowledge of him? Or the son of man, that Thou dost think of him? Man is like a mere breath; His days are like a passing shadow.
A.
Here the Psalmist considers man as a cipher, a vapor, a shadow, a brief moment, as NOTHING compared to eternity.
B.
We may wonder, then, how Jehovah, the mighty Creator of heaven and earth could take knowledge of such an atom as man. How can He "that inhabits eternity" stoop to regard the creation of a day, one that is "like a passing shadow"!
C.
But the mighty God thought enough of man:
To create him in His own image (Gen.l:26).
To provide a means of redemption for man after he had sinned (Eph.l:10 and context).
To give His only begotten Son to die for man's sins (John 3:16).
D.
Why, then, should we allow our minds to be absorbed in the things of time and space, to the neglect of eternal things?
1. Let us realize that... we look not at the things which are seen, but at the things which are not seen; for the things which are seen are temporal, but the things which are not seen are eternal. (2 Cor.4:18)
2.
Then let us set (our) mind(s) on the things above, not on the things that are on earth. (Col.3:2)
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