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INTRODUCTION
In today's churches, women either do not hold (are forbidden to hold) various positions; or they do hold various positions of authority. What does the Bible teach on this subject?

I. WOMAN'S DUTIES IN MARRIAGE, FAMILY, & IN THE HOME
A. She is to bear and bring up children 1 Tim.5:10 well reported of for good works: if she brought up children, if she lodged strangers, if she washed the feet of saints, if she relieved the afflicted, if she followed after every good work.
B. She is to bear children and guide the house 1 Tim.5:14 Therefore I want the younger ones to marry, bear children, guide the house, giving no occasion to the adversary because of reproach.
C. Woman cannot neglect her martial duties and be saved. 1 Tim.2:13-15

...Adam...was first created, and then Eve. And it was not Adam who was deceived but the woman being quite deceived, fell into transgression. But she shall be Apreserved (saved) through the bearing of children if the women continue in faith and love and sanctity with self restraint (discretion).

AThis may mean the woman will be "preserved" from usurping authority over a man and thus fall into transgression by attending to her proper role in life. See dave miller, Women in the Church: An Exegesis of 1 Timothy 2:11-15" pp. 13-15.
1 Cor.7:3-4 Let the husband fulfill his duty to his wife, and likewise also the wife to her husband. The wife does not have authority over her own body, but the husband does; and likewise also the husband does not have authority over his own body, but the wife does.

D. A woman has a responsibility to teach, guide and train her children in the knowledge of God and His Word.
2 Tim.1:5 "For I am mindful of the sincere faith within you, which first dwelt in your grandmother Lois, and your mother Eunice, and I am sure that it is in you as well."
2 Tim.3:15 "and that from childhood you have known the sacred writings which are able to give you the wisdom that leads to salvation through faith which is in Christ Jesus."
Acts 16:1 "And he (Paul) came also to Derbe and to Lystra. And behold, a certain disciple was there, named Timothy, the son of a Jewish woman who was a believer, but his father was a Greek,"
Note: Does not negate Ephesians 6:4 And fathers, do not provoke your children to wrath, but bring them up in the nurture and admonition of the Lord.

E. Wife has a responsibility to her husband. 1 Pet.3:1-2 "In the same way, you wives, be submissive to you own husbands so that even if any of them are disobedient to the word they may-be won without a word by the behavior of their wives, as they observe your chaste and respectful behavior."
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II. WOMAN’S DUTIES OUTSIDE THE HOME
A. In early times, women prophesied (by inspiration).

Acts 2:17 "…And your sons and your daughters shall prophesy,..."

Acts 2:18 "Even upon My bondslaves, both men and women, I will in those days pour forth of My Spirit And they shall prophesy."

1. Peter said, "this is what was spoken of through the prophet Joel" (Acts 2:.l6) in reference to the apostles speaking by Spirit.
2. Philip the evangelist had four virgin daughters who were prophetesses (Acts 21:9)
3. 1 Cor.11:5 But every woman who has her head uncovered while praying or prophesying, disgraces her (man's) head.
“Paul is not formulating a rule that a woman, when praying or prophesying, must cover her head. His point is that a woman, who ordinarily has her head covered when appearing in public, must also have it covered when she prays or prophesies” [First Corinthians 253)," u Corinthians, Mike Willis, p.300]

 1 Cor.14:3 But one who prophesies speaks to men for edification and exhortation and consolation.

 1 Cor.14:4 ...one who prophesies edifies the church.
 1 Cor.14:31 For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all may be exhorted;
B. Women teach other women. Titus 2:3-5
3Let the aged women likewise be in reverent behavior, not slanderers, not enslaved by much wine, teachers of good; 4that they may train the young women to love their husbands, to love their children, 5to be discreet, chaste, keepers at home, good, subject to their own husbands, that the Word of God may not be blasphemed.
C. In her God-given position, woman may teach men.

1. A man and his wife taught a preacher, who knew only John's baptism, the way of the Lord more perfectly. (Acts l8:24-28)

2. By singing, women teach men. cf. Col. 3:16 Let the Word of Christ dwell in you richly in all wisdom, teaching and admonishing one another in psalms and hymns and spiritual songs, singing with grace in your hearts to the Lord.
3. Acts 8: 3But Saul ravaged the church, entering into every house. And dragging men and women, he delivered them up to prison. 4Then, indeed, the ones who had been scattered passed through, preaching the gospel, the Word.
(scattered, in verse 1, because of persecution)
a. Inconceivable that women would be excepted from this "scattering" and "preaching" or teaching the word.
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4. In 2 Tim.2:2 Paul commanded Timothy to commit the things he had learned from him to "faithful men who shall be able to teach others also."
a. The word, "men," in the Greek (anthropos), means "Without distinction of sex. A human being whether male or female." (Thayer)
1) So, Timothy was to teach men and women who would be able to in turn teach others.

b. Consider the fact that he commanded Titus to teach older women.... to teach younger women (Titus 2:3-5)
D. Restrictions are placed upon women, in her teaching of men, to a place of subjection.
Not place as in location, but place as in authority – Position, Subjection.
III. RESTRICTIONS PLACED UPON WOMAN IN 1 TIM.2:11-12.

"Let a woman quietly receive instruction with entire submissiveness. But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet." (nasb)

(kjv) "Let the woman learn in silence with all subjection. But I suffer not a woman to teach, nor to usurp authority over the man, but to be in silence."
(nkjv) 12And I do not permit a woman to teach or to have authority over a man…
A. Woman is to learn in silence and to be in silence.

1. The meaning is not absence of all sound, else woman could not obey.

a. Sing, Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16
b. Confess Christ, Matt. 10:32; Rom. 10:10
2. The "silence" is qualified and the qualifications must be determined by understanding of "exercise" or "usurp" "authority over a man" and/or by study of other teaching on this subject.
note: The same word translated as "silence" in 1 Tim.2:11-12 (kjv) is translated "quietness" in 2 Thess.3:12. In the nasb it is translated “quietly" (Tim.) and "quiet" (2 Thess.3:12 "Now such persons we command and exhort in the Lord Jesus Christ to work in quiet fashion and eat their own bread." The asv translates it "quietness" in both passages.

B. Woman is not permitted to teach nor usurp authority over man. Does this mean she is not to teach at all?

1. Acts 16:1; 2 Tim. 1:5; 3:15 — teaching her children.

2. 1 Pet. 3-1-2 — wives by "conversation" or manner of life teach husband

3. Titus 3-3-5 — women teaching younger women.

4. Acts 18:26  — Wife, with husband, teaches preacher.

5. Eph. 5:19; Col. 3:16 — teaching by joint singing.

6. Acts 8:l-4 — women among disciples scattered, teaching.

7. 2 Tim. 2:2 — faithful men to be taught so they can teach others — “men" may include women.
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C.
We must conclude this suffer not a woman to teach is not absolute, but is qualified by other teaching on the subject.

1. Must be in subjection to man.  1 Cor.11:3  But I want you to understand that Christ is the head of every man, and the man is the head of a woman, and God is the head of Christ.

                        GOD                                                     CHRIST                                                   MAN             .

                                                                                --------------------

                                                                                    HEAD OF

                                                                                --------------------

                     CHRIST                                                      MAN                                                 WOMAN          .


1 Tim.2:11-14 












          TEACH                   .

A WOMAN IS NOT TO                             OR                                  OVER A MAN
EXERCISE AUTHORITY

D.
1 Tim.2:11-12 applies to women both in and outside the assembly.

Let a woman quietly receive instruction with entire submissiveness. But I do not allow a woman to teach or exercise authority over a man, but to remain quiet.

This instruction is not limited to the assembly, just as is 1 Tim.2:9-10 

Likewise, I want women to adorn themselves with proper clothing, modestly and discreetly, not with braided hair and gold or pearls or costly garments; but rather by means of good works, as befits women making a claim to godliness.

a. If we concluded the passage meant absolute silence, this would restrict her teaching her children and would mean she would have to learn -- at all times -- without saying a word—she could never ask a question!
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IV. RESTRICTIONS PLACED UPON WOMAN IN 1 Cor.14:34-35

Let the women keep silent in the churches; for they are not permitted to speak, but let them subject themselves, just as the Law also says. And if they desire to learn anything, let them ask their own husbands at home; for it is improper for a woman to speak in church.
A.
Who are your women ? [kjv]

1. The 12th, 13th and 14th chapters of 1 Corinthians deal with spiritual gifts.

a. v.29-33 (of ch.14) speaks to prophets [men].
And let two or three prophets speak, and let the others pass judgment. But if a revelation is made to another who is seated, let the first keep silent.  For you can all prophesy one by one, so that all may learn and all may be exhorted; and the spirits of prophets are subject to prophets; for God is not a God of confusion but of peace, as in all the churches of the saints.


b.
Paul addresses prophets in v.34 when he says your women and in

v.35 when he says let them ask their husbands at home.
c.
Could not be all women -- some unmarried; husbands unbelievers; widows!

B.
"Let your women keep silence … for it is not permitted unto them to speak"
1. Silence from Greek  -- means not a sound!
2. Speak means: make vocal utterance, to talk.
3. It is apparent that in certain situations, women could not utter a sound – a sound pertaining to the context ~ in this case, asking their prophet husbands a question in the assembly – while in others she was commanded to sing, confess, etc.
4. v.35
a.
Even the men were not to utter a sound in certain situations -- cf. 1 Cor.14:28-30.
28But if there is no one to interpret, let each of them keep silent in church and speak to himself and to God. 29Let two or three prophets speak, and let the others weigh what is said. 30If a revelation is made to another sitting there, let the first be silent.

CONCLUSION
Woman must be in subjection to man, in keeping with her proper position.







PAGE  
2

