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Jack L Critchfield

THINGS GOD HATES

Proverb 6:16-19

Introduction
A. In our society today many people have gotten the image of God as a giant Grandfather figure who thinks you can do no wrong. The religious community does not do very much to squelch this idea.  In fact often they help to promote it by continually talking only about God's love.  The fact that God can and does have the ability to hate is about as foreign to most religions as rain is to the desert.

B. The concept of a God who will destroy the unrighteous is not very pleasant, so people look at Jesus and make statements such as “Jesus taught love.”
 Matt.5:43-44 “You have heard that it was said, ‘You shall love your neighbor, and hate your enemy. But I say to you, love your enemies, and pray for those who persecute you”
 Matt.22:37-39 And He said to him, “’You shall love the Lord your God with all your heart, and with all your soul, and with all your mind. This is the great and foremost commandment. The second is like it, ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’

C. Hate is a very strong word.  It has, over the centuries, resisted metamorphism.  Sometimes it is used in a casual sense as in “I hate washing dishes” (and I really do dislike it), etc., but generally we reserve the term for something that we really feel a strong aversion or deep dislike for.

D. Hate means to: loathe, detest, to despise; to feel ill will toward; to find deeply distasteful and disagreeable.

     1. It is so strong an emotion that it can bring about changes in men.

         a. At the thought of someone (thing) a persons stomach begins to boil.

         b. A person's heart rate increases, blood pressure rises, even the body temperature begins to rise.

     2. It is no wonder people consider it a bad emotion.

E. But consider this: Hate Is An Attribute Of God.  Which brings us to our text.

Proverb 6:16-19

16 There are six things which the Lord hates, Yes, seven which are an abomination to Him:

17 Haughty eyes, a lying tongue, And hands that shed innocent blood,

18 A heart that devises wicked plans, Feet that run rapidly to evil,

19 A false witness who utters lies, And one who spreads strife among brothers.
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I. God Hates “Haughty Eyes”
A. Haughty is a synonym for proud.

    1.Used in n.t. in an evil sense.

       a. arrogant

       b. disdainful

   2. Certain of the Pharisees “trusted in themselves that they were righteous and despised others.” (Luke 18:9). This is the kind of attitude that causes brethren to ignore other brethren, to refuse to shake hands or give any greeting unless it is a slap in the face.

   3. This prompted Jesus to teach a parable showing that such pride will be humbled

Luke 18:10-14 “Two men went up into the temple to pray, one a Pharisee, and the other a tax-gatherer. The Pharisee stood and was praying thus to himself, ‘God, I thank Thee that I am not like other people: swindlers, unjust, adulterers, or even like this tax-gatherer. I fast twice a week; I pay tithes of all that I get.’ But the tax-gatherer,
standing some distance away, was even unwilling to lift up his eyes to heaven, but was beating his breast, saying, ‘God, be merciful to me, the sinner!’ I tell you, this man went down to his house justified rather than the other; for everyone who exalts himself shall be humbled, but he who humbles himself shall be exalted.”
B. God wants us to have a different attitude than the Pharisee (Matt.5:3  “Blessed are the poor in spirit, for theirs is the kingdom of heaven.”). 
II. God Hates “A Lying Tongue” 

A. Lying is an attribute of the devil (John 8:44).

B. Since the beginning of recorded time this sin has plagued otherwise good men.  But God hates a liar--no matter who he is.

C. “Lying lips are an abomination to the Lord, But those who deal truthfully are His delight.” (Prov.12:22).

D. God wants us to put away the old man of lying and speak the truth with one another

Col. 3:9-10 Do not lie to one another, since you laid aside the old self with its evil practices, and have put on the new self who is being renewed to a true knowledge according to the image of the One who created him
Eph.4:25 Therefore, laying aside falsehood, speak truth, each one of you, with his neighbor, for we are members of one another.
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III. God Hates “Hands That Shed Innocent Blood”
A. The key word in the phrase is “innocent.”
      1. God established Israel on a foundation of righteousness and justice (Psa.89:14).

Righteousness and justice are the foundation of Thy throne; Lovingkindness and truth go before Thee.

      2. Provision was made for the guilty to be punished and the innocent to go free. Num.35
Deut.16:18-20 “You shall appoint for yourself judges and officers in all your towns which the Lord your God is giving you, according to your tribes, and they shall judge the people with righteous judgment.  You shall not distort justice; you shall not be partial, and you shall not take a bribe, for a bribe blinds the eyes of the wise and perverts the words of the righteous. Justice, and only justice, you shall pursue, that you may live and possess the land which the Lord your God is giving you.”
Deut.19:12 then the elders of his city shall send and take him from there and deliver him into the hand of the avenger of blood, that he may die.

B. Part of the reason for the Babylonian captivity was King Mannasseh who… (2 Kings 24:3-4).

Surely at the command of the Lord it came upon Judah, to remove them from His sight because of the sins of Manasseh, according to all that he had done, and also for the innocent blood which he shed, for he filled Jerusalem with innocent blood; and the Lord would not forgive.
C. When you consider that wicked men shed the innocent blood of God's Son, it's no wonder He hates this sin so much.

D. God wants us to be fair, honest and impartial in all our dealings.

1 Tim.5:21 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus and of His chosen angels, to maintain these principles without bias, doing nothing in a spirit of partiality.

James 2:1, 9 My brethren, do not hold your faith in our glorious Lord Jesus Christ with an attitude of personal favoritism. - But if you show partiality, you are committing sin and are convicted by the law as transgressors.

IV. God Hates “A Heart That Devises Wicked Plans.”
A. It's one thing to sin in a moment of weakness, but quite another to plan to do it.

Micah 2:1-4 1Woe to those who devise wickedness and work evil on their beds! When the morning dawns, they perform it, because it is in the power of their hand. 2They covet fields and seize them, and houses, and take them away; they oppress a man and his house, a man and his inheritance. 3Therefore thus says the LORD: behold, against this family I am devising disaster, from which you cannot remove your necks, and you shall not walk haughtily, for it will be a time of disaster. 4In that day they shall take up a taunt song against you and moan bitterly, and say, “We are utterly ruined; he changes the portion of my people; how he removes it from me! To an apostate he allots our fields.”
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B. Both types of sin are bad {weakness & planned} and you will be held accountable for each.  But one is committed out of lack of knowledge and weakness.  The other is high-handed rebellion against God.

V. God Hates “Feet That Are Swift In Running To Evil.”
A. It is hard for people to imagine that there are actually people who hate good and love evil.

    1. David warned of such
Psalm 52:3 You love evil more than good, Falsehood more than speaking what is right. Selah. v.5 But God will break you down forever; He will snatch you up, and tear you away from your tent, And uproot you from the land of the living. Selah.
2. God wants us to be different Rom.12:9 Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor what is evil; cling to what is good.

B. If this generation perishes, the #1 reason may be that we do not abhor sin.

1 Tim.4:1-3 But the Spirit explicitly says that in later times some will fall away from the faith, paying attention to deceitful spirits and doctrines of demons, by means of the hypocrisy of liars seared in their own conscience as with a branding iron, men who forbid marriage and advocate abstaining from foods, which God has created to be gratefully shared in by those who believe and know the truth.

2 Tim.3:1-5 But realize this, that in the last days difficult times will come. For men will be lovers of self, lovers of money, boastful, arrogant, revilers, disobedient to parents, ungrateful, unholy, unloving, irreconcilable, malicious gossips, without self-control, brutal, haters of good, treacherous, reckless, conceited, lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God;  holding to a form of godliness, although they have denied its power; and avoid such men as these.
2 Tim.4:1-4 I solemnly charge you in the presence of God and of Christ Jesus, who is to judge the living and the dead, and by His appearing and His kingdom: preach the word; be ready in season and out of season; reprove, rebuke, exhort, with great patience and instruction. For the time will come when they will not endure sound doctrine; but wanting to have their ears tickled, they will accumulate for themselves teachers in accordance to their own desires; and will turn away their ears from the truth, and will turn aside to myths.
2 Tim.3:13 But evil men and impostors will proceed from bad to worse, deceiving and being deceived.
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VI. God Hates “A False Witness Who Speaks Lies.”
A. God commanded His people not to bear false witness Exodus 20:16

You shall not bear false witness against your neighbor.

1. To bear false witness suggest collusion to pervert justice.

2. Prov. tells us false witnesses will not go unpunished Prov.19:5

A false witness will not go unpunished, And he who tells lies will not escape.

B. The Jews had to find such to bear witness against Jesus Matt. 26:59-60
Now the chief priests and the whole Council kept trying to obtain false testimony against Jesus, in order that they might put Him to death; and they did not find any, even though many false witnesses came forward. But later on two came forward,
C. Jesus said such comes from the heart and defiles a man Matt.15:19-20

“For out of the heart come evil thoughts, murders, adulteries, fornications, thefts, false witness, slanders. These are the things which defile the man; but to eat with unwashed hands does not defile the man.”
D. Remember this the next time you start to say something untrue. You will have to stand before God and He hates this.
VII. God Hates “One Who Sows Discord Among The Brethren.”
A. God wants His people to be united.  Paul told the Corinthians that strife, dissention and division are signs of carnality (1 Cor.3:1-3).
B. The Psalmist tells us unity is one of the few things that is both good and pleasant (Psa.133:1).
C. Think about this before you say something for no other reason than to spread discord.  God hates such.
Conclusion:
A. I hope one thing stands clear in this lesson, and that is the fact that part of the character of God is the ability to hate.  If He hates these things, so should we.

B. We must be sure that as Christians we stand on the Word of God and that we do not allow the world to influence our thinking to the point that we become like it in thinking God is going to look the other way when we do things that He hates.

C. But we must also be careful in our pursuit of righteousness that we do not make the mistake of hating the people who do the things we have just talked about.  We must hate the deeds, but we cannot hate the person. From: critch1@juno.com (Jack L Critchfield)
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