SUCCESSFUL SOUL-WINNING

Luke 5:1-11
Now it came about that while the multitude were pressing around Him and listening to the word of God, He was standing by the lake of Gennesaret (Galilee); 2and He saw two boats lying at the edge of the lake; but the fishermen had gotten out of them, and were washing their nets. 3And He got into one of the boats, which was Simon's, and asked him to put out a little way from the land. And He sat down and began teaching the multitudes from the boat. 4And when He had finished speaking, He said to Simon, "Put out into the deep water and let down y-o-u-r nets for a catch." 5And Simon answered and said, "Master, we worked hard all night and caught nothing, but at Your bidding I will let down the nets." 6And when they had done this, they enclosed a great quantity of fish; and their nets began to break; 7and they signaled to their partners (James and John, v.10?) in the other boat, for them to come and help them. And they came, and filled both of the boats, so that they began to sink. 8But when Simon Peter saw that, he fell down at Jesus' feet, saying, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!"  9For amazement had seized him and all his companions because of the catch of fish which they had taken; 10and so also James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon. And Jesus said to Simon, "Do not fear, from now on you will be catching men." 11And when they had brought their boats to land, they left everything and followed Him.
Introduction
1.
“...he that winneth souls is wise.” (Proverbs 11:30)
a. Most profitable work in which man may engage.  Matt.16:26 "For what will a man be profited, if he gains the whole world, and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?”

b.
The tragic destiny of lost souls should spur us on.

James 5:19-20 My brethren, if any among you strays from the truth, and one turns him back, let him know that he who turns a sinner from the error of his way will save his soul from death, and will cover a multitude of sins.

Mark 9:47f "And if your eye causes you to stumble, cast it out; it is better for you to enter the kingdom of God with one eye, than having two eyes, to be cast into hell, 48where their worm does not die, and the fire is not quenched. For everyone will be salted with fire. Salt is good; but if the salt becomes unsalty, with what will you make it salty again? Have salt in yourselves, and be at peace with one another."

2.
Yet, sometimes we become tired and discouraged in our efforts to win souls to Christ because of repeated efforts that fail to achieve the desired results.

3.
This study is to show and help impress upon us the proper attitude for

Successful Soul-Winning
I. “Put Out Into The Deep Water...” [v.4]

A.
Perversions of this passage in our lifetime.

Elders “launching out...” beyond the teaching of the n.t.
1. Trying to oversee more money and members than the flock among them.

2. Planning and starting benevolent and evangelistic programs beyond the ability of the church to finance, expecting other churches to pay the bill.  (1 Peter 5:2)
3.
This passage does not authorize anyone to put out into the deep beyond that which Jesus has authorized in the n.t.!

B.
“Let down your nets for a draught.” (v.4 kjv)  “Let down your nets for a catch” (nasb)

1.
A personal command to Peter. His responsibility to obey or disobey.

2.
He had just washed his nets after many unsuccessful efforts, and now Jesus was asking him to make another draught with those nets!

3.
So, also, is the personal command of Jesus to every Christian today to fish for men.

Matt.28:19-20 "Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, baptizing them in the name of the Father and the Son and the Holy Spirit, teaching them to observe all that I commanded you; and lo, I am with you always, even to the end of the age."
Luke 19:10 "For the Son of Man has come to seek and to save that which was lost."
Luke 14: 15When one of those who reclined at table with him heard these things, he said to him, "Blessed is everyone who will eat bread in the kingdom of God!" 16But he said to him, "A man once gave a great banquet and invited many. 17And at the time for the banquet he sent his servant to say to those who had been invited,
'Come, for everything is now ready.' 18But they all alike began to make excuses. The first said to him, 'I have bought a field, and I must go out and see it. Please have me excused.' 19And another said, 'I have bought five yoke of oxen, and I go to examine them. Please have me excused.' 20And another said, 'I have married a wife, and therefore I cannot come.' 21So the servant came and reported these things to his master. Then the master of the house became angry and said to his servant, 'Go out quickly to the streets and lanes of the city, and bring in the poor and crippled and blind and lame.' 22And the servant said, 'Sir, what you commanded has been done, and still there is room.' 23And the master said to the servant, 'Go out to the highways and hedges and compel people to come in, that my house may be filled. 24For I tell you, none of those men who were invited shall taste my banquet.'"
a.
Even if our previous efforts have seemed utter failures!

II. Contrary To Human Wisdom
A.
Peter had many doubts about the wisdom of Jesus’ command.

1. They had toiled all night and taken nothing. No human reason to believe this draught would be any different.

2.
They were tired and needed to rest.

3.
They had just washed the nets.  Might have to do it all over again for nothing!

B.
Many Christians entertain similar doubts about obeying Jesus today.

1.
Studying (2 Tim.2:15).  “I’ve tried, but just can’t remember.”  “Can’t understand.”

2.
Preaching.  “Preaching just doesn’t seem to do any good.”  Isaiah 55:8-11
8For my thoughts are not your thoughts, neither are your ways my ways, declares the LORD. 9For as the heavens are higher than the earth, so are my ways higher than your ways and my thoughts than your thoughts. 10For as the rain and the snow come down from heaven and do not return there but water the earth,
making it bring forth and sprout, giving seed to the sower and bread to the eater, 11so shall my word be that goes out from my mouth; it shall not return to me empty, but it shall accomplish that which I purpose, and shall succeed in the thing for which I sent it.
3.
Restoring (James 5:19-20, p.1). “I’ve tried, and it seemed to make matters worse.”

Gal.6:1-2 Brethren, even if a man is caught in any trespass, you who are spiritual, restore such a one in a spirit of gentleness; each one looking to yourself, lest you too be tempted. Bear one another's burdens, and thus fulfill the law of Christ.
4.
Teaching privately.  “I’m afraid I’m not qualified.” Acts 20:18-20 (Paul)
And when they had come to him, he said to them, "You yourselves know, from the first day that I set foot in Asia, how I was with you the whole time, serving the Lord with all humility and with tears and with trials which came upon me through the plots of the Jews; how I did not shrink from declaring to you anything that was profitable, and teaching you publicly and from house to house,”
26-27 "Therefore I testify to you this day, that I am innocent of the blood of all men. For I did not shrink from declaring to you the whole purpose of God.” 31 "Therefore be on the alert, remembering that night and day for a period of three years I did not cease to admonish each one with tears.”  33 "I have coveted no one's silver or gold or clothes.”

Okay, get someone you know is qualified! (James 3:1, Let not many of you become teachers…)
III. “But, At Your Bidding, I Will Let Down The Nets.” [v.5]

A.
Remarkable and commendable attitude,

but one absolutely necessary to successful soul-winning!

B.
“But...”  In contrast to what Peter thought best, he submitted his will to Christ.

Opposite today – “I know the Bible says that, but…”

C.
“At thy word...”  He did what Jesus said and he did it where Jesus said do it.

1.
Some things Jesus tells us to do in the church
(in the assembly or by/through the contribution).

2.
Other things Jesus tells us to do individually (not collective action).

D.
 Peter’s obedience resulted in overwhelming success (v.7-10a text).

7and they signaled to their partners in the other boat, for them to come and help them. And they came, and filled both of the boats, so that they began to sink. 8But when Simon Peter saw that, he fell down at Jesus' feet, saying, "Depart from me, for I am a sinful man, O Lord!"
9For amazement had seized him and all his companions because of the catch of fish which they had taken; 10and so also James and John, sons of Zebedee, who were partners with Simon.
1.
Peter knew he was in the presence of the Divine Knowledge and Power (v.8)
a.
Caused him to feel his own ignorance and weakness by comparison - afraid.

b. Some think this event took place after Jesus healed Peter’s mother-in-law. It seems his amazement on this occasion rules that out!

c. McGarvey’s Four-Fold Gospel puts this occasion at the same time as calling the apostles for the first time.
2.
We also will have success in our efforts to win souls for Christ if we have the same attitude.

a. We will also see that whatever success we may achieve is not due to our power or wisdom, but to His.
IV. “Do Not Fear, From Now On You Will Be Catching Men.” [v.10]

A. Jesus would also provide the Divine Knowledge and Power to do this.

B. On Pentecost (Acts 2), this promise began to be fulfilled when about 3000 souls were caught by Peter and his companions that day.

C. The same Gospel in the same kind of hearts still has the same catching power today.

But, we must be willing to teach it repeatedly and never give up or quit.

Conclusion
1.
Successful soul-winning demands complete submission to Christ.

a.
How many times have we offered the excuse:

1) I’ve tried and failed. -- So had Peter.

2) I’m too tired after work. -- So was Peter.

3) I’m too busy. -- So was Peter.

b.
But the miraculous results of Peter’s obedience shows the value of total commitment.

“They left all and followed Him.”  (boats, nets, and fish).  This is total commitment.

Our willingness to do the same will determine the degree of success we have in soul-winning.

2.
Let us study to be sure what Jesus commands of us and where He commands it to be done.

Then, let us answer:
“Lord, at Thy word, I will.” 
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