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SOME SOBERING CERTAINTIES

INTRODUCTION
A.
We live in an age of change - many things are indefinite and uncertain.
Because of this, many do not know what to turn to nor depend on.

But some things are certain!
B. Many are seeking happiness and good from material things— cannot be! Eccl.2:1-11
I. CERTAINTY OF EXPOSURE OF SIN

A. Sin is wickedness and disobedience and is sure to find one out.

Num.32:23 ... be sure your sin will find you out.
1. Note example of Achan (Joshua Ch.7)
2. David (2 Sam. Ch. 11 and 12)
3. In the NT, we learn about Ananias and Sapphira (Acts 5)
B.
May not be found out now, but will be at the judgment! Eccl.l2:13-14 (above)
2 Cor.5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.
1. May deceive friends but cannot deceive God! Heb.4:13 And no creature is hidden from his sight, but all are naked and exposed to the eyes of him to whom we must give account.
C. To think we can get by, or deceive God, is to be foolish in the extreme. Rom.6:23
For the wages of sin is death

II. CERTAINTY OF LEAVING EARTHLY POSSESSIONS

 A. Look at the sobering words of Paul here: 1 Tim.6:7-10
1. One over coffee after the funeral of a rich man asked, "How much did he leave?" Another answered, "All he had!"
B. Material blessings are given in and for this world and should be used wisely and properly.
C. Regardless of how much earthly goods we accumulate, we cannot take it with us.
Job.l:21 "Naked I came from my mother's womb, and naked shall I return. The LORD gave, and the LORD has taken away; blessed be the name of the LORD.”
The Rich Fool. Luke 12:16-21
D. But we can “invest" in heavenly treasures! Matt.6:19-21
“Do not lay up for yourselves treasures on earth, where moth and rust destroy and where thieves break in and steal, 20but lay up for yourselves treasures in heaven, where neither moth nor rust destroys and where thieves do not break in and steal. 21For where your treasure is, there your heart will be also."
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III. CERTAINTY OF DEATH

A. This is an appointment with God. Heb.9:27a ... it is appointed for man to die once...
Eccl.8:8 No man has power to retain the spirit, or power over the day of death.
1. Summons must be met regardless of how rich or poor, young or old, good or bad!
2. As natural to die as to be born.
B.
Because of Adam's transgression in the Garden, physical death entered the world.

1. Spiritual death also entered, but we will die spiritually, not because of Adam's sin, but because of our own sin!
C. But physical death is not as bad as it might seem, for through it God would bless us.

1 Cor.15:35-58

Paul said, "to die is gain" (Phil. 1:21)
1. All the best blessings are on the other side of death!
2. We must be wise and prepare for this inevitable summons!
IV. CERTAINTY OF THE JUDGMENT
A. This day has been appointed by God. Heb.9:27(it is appointed for man to die once) ...and after that comes judgment,
Acts 17:30-31 'The times of ignorance God overlooked, but now he commands all people everywhere to repent, because he has fixed a day on which he will judge the world in righteousness by a man whom he has appointed; and of this he has given assurance to all by raising him from the dead."

B. All will be present to give account
Matt.25:31-32 31"When the Son of Man comes in his glory, and all the angels with him, then he will sit on his glorious throne. 32Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats.'"

2 Cor.5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment seat of Christ, so that each one may receive what is due for what he has done in the body, whether good or evil.
Each shall account for himself—no way to escape it! Rom.14:10-12
10Why do you pass judgment on your brother? Or you, why do you despise your brother? For we will all stand before the judgment seat of God; l1for it is written, "As I live, says the Lord, every knee shall bow to me, and every tongue shall confess to God." 12So then each of us will give an account of himself to God.
C. We are settling our destiny by the way we live—prepare for this judgment of God!
Rev.20:12 And I saw the dead, great and small, standing before the throne, and books were opened. Then another book was opened, which is the book of life. And the dead were judged by what was written in the books, according to what they had done.
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V. CERTAINTY Of REWARD OR PUNISHMENT

A. There will be great separation on this judgment day—the good from the bad. Matt.25:32
Before him will be gathered all the nations, and he will separate people one from another as a shepherd separates the sheep from the goats. Of course, Christ will be the judge or separator.

B. The righteous will be rewarded.
Matt.25:34-40 34Then the King will say to those on his right, 'Come, you who are blessed by my Father, inherit the kingdom prepared for you from the foundation of the world. 35For I was hungry and you gave me food, I was thirsty and you gave me drink, I was a stranger and you welcomed me, 36I was naked and you clothed me, I was sick and you visited me, I was in prison and you came to me.' 37Then the righteous will answer him, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry and feed you, or thirsty and give you drink? 38And when did we see you a stranger and welcome you, or naked and clothe you? 3 And when did we see you sick or in prison and visit you?' 40And the King will answer them, 'Truly, I say to you, as you did it to one of the least of these my brothers, you did it to me.'
2 Tim.4:6-8 6For I am already being poured out as a drink offering, and the time of my departure has come. 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.
Rev.22:14 Blessed are those who wash their robes, so that they may have the right to the tree of life and that they may enter the city by the gates.
Will be because of their good lives, through Jesus Christ.
C. It is just as certain that the wicked will be punished.
Matt.25:41-46 41Then he will say to those on his left, 'Depart from me, you cursed, into the eternal fire prepared for the devil and his angels. 42For I was hungry and you gave me no food, I was thirsty and you gave me no drink, 43I was a stranger and you did not welcome/> me, naked and you did not clothe me, sick ^ in prison and you did not visit me.' ^Then they also will answer, saying, 'Lord, when did we see you hungry or thirsty or a stranger or naked or sick or in prison, and did not minister to you?' 45Then he will answer them, saying, Truly, I say to you, as you did not do it to one of the least of these, you did not do it to me.' 46And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."
2 Thess.1:7-9 7and to grant relief to you who are 'afflicted as well as to us, when the Lord Jesus is /revealed from heaven with his mighty angels 8in flaming fire, inflicting vengeance on those who do not know God and on those who do not obey the gospel  of our Lord Jesus.  9They will  suffer the punishment of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of his might,

D. This punishment and torment will last forever. Rev.20:10 and the devil who had deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and sulfur where  the beast and the false prophet were, and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever.
E.
Let us take warning and live as God orders now to be blessed forever.
1 Pet. 1:17 And if you call on him as Father who judges impartially according to each one's deeds, conduct yourselves with fear throughout the time of your exile,
2 Pet.3:13-14 13But according to his promise we are waiting for new heavens and a new earth in which righteousness dwells. 14Therefore, beloved, since you are waiting for these, be diligent to be found by him without spot or blemish, and at peace.
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CONCLUSION
Learn these things that are certain and act accordingly! John 2:3-6
3And by this we know that we have come to know him, if we keep his commandments. 4Whoever says "I know him" but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him,  but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may be sure that we are in him: 6whoever says he abides in him ought to walk in the same way in which he walked.
INVITATION
