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THE KINGDOM OF SATAN
Text: Matt.12:26
 “And if Satan casts out Satan, he is divided against himself; how then shall his kingdom stand?"

Introduction
A. The devil has a kingdom, as shown by the text.

B. He does not oppose himself! Matt.12:25 ...“Any kingdom divided against itself is laid waste; and any city or house divided against itself shall not stand."

C. His works may be carried on in a seemingly contradictory way -- but these all harmonize so long as God is opposed!
I. The King Himself
A. His various names:

1. Abaddon (A-bad/don) ("he destroyed"); Apollyon (A-poll'yon) ("Destroyer") Rev.9:11

They have as king over them, the angel of the abyss (e-bîs´); his name in Hebrew is Abaddon, and in the Greek he has the name Apollyon.

2. Beelzebub (bê-èl´ze-bùb´) the prince or ruler of the demons or devils  Matt.12:24 ("Lord of the fly").
3. Belial (bê´lê-el, bêl´yel) (worthlessness) 2 Cor.6:15
4. Devil (slanderer) Matt.4:1
a. Do you want to know how bad gossip is?  The wives of elders are not to be slanderers (1 Tim.3:11) -- the same word translated devil in Matt. 4:11
5. Satan (adversary) (Matt.4:10).
6. Baal -- "The chief male deity of the Phoenicians and Canaanites,..." (Young's Concordance); Ashtoreth -- "...was their chief female deity." (ibid).

B. His Character:

1. Sinned from the beginning: 1 John 3:8

the one who practices sin is of the devil; for the devil has sinned from the beginning....

2. He tempts people to sin:  (Jesus--Matt. 4:3) 1 Thess. 3:5
For this reason, when I could endure it no longer, I also sent to find out about your faith, for fear that the tempter might have tempted you, and our labor should be in vain.

3. He practices deception: 2 Cor.11:3; vv.13-15

3 But I am afraid, lest as the serpent deceived Eve by his craftiness, your minds should be led astray from the simplicity and purity of devotion to Christ.

13-15 For such men are false apostles, deceitful workers, disguising themselves as apostles of Christ. And no wonder, for even Satan disguises himself as an angel of light. Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their deeds. 
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4. He is a murderer and a liar. John 8:44

 “You are of your father the devil, and you want to do the desires of your father. He was a murderer from the beginning, and does not stand in the truth, because there is no truth in him. Whenever he speaks a lie, he speaks from his own nature; for he is a liar, and the father of lies."
5. The adversary of man.  1 Pet. 5:8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.

C. A Personal Being.  This is shown by his names & characteristics.

1. He disputed with Michael. Jude 9

But Michael the archangel, when he disputed with the devil and argued about the body of Moses, did not dare pronounce against him a railing judgment, but said, “The Lord rebuke you.”

II. His Dominion
A. Various expressions show his dominion.

1. The prince of this world. John 12:31

“Now judgment is upon this world; now the ruler of this world shall be cast out.

2. Prince of the power of the air. Eph. 2:2 ....according to the prince of the power of the air, of the spirit that is now working in the sons of disobedience.

3. Claimed dominion of the whole world. Luke 4:5-6

And he led Him up and showed Him all the kingdoms of the world in a moment of time. And the devil said to Him, “I will give You all this domain and its glory; for it has been handed over to me, and I give it to whomever I wish.
B. His subjects.

1. The whole world in wickedness. 1 John 5:19

We know that we are of God, and the whole world lies in the power of the evil one.

niv We know that we are children of God, and that the whole world is under the control of the evil one.

2. His subjects are in bondage.

John 8:34 ... everyone who commits sin is the slave of sin.

2 Tim. 2:24-26 And the Lord’s bond-servant must not be quarrelsome, but be kind to all, able to teach, patient when wronged, with gentleness correcting those who are in opposition, if perhaps God may grant them repentance leading to the knowledge of the truth, and they may come to their senses and escape from the snare of the devil, having been held captive by him to do his will.
2 Peter 2:18-22 For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error, promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved. For if after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment delivered to them. It has happened to them according to the true proverb, “a dog returns to its own vomit,” and, “A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire."
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3. Yet, they serve him by choice!
Joshua 24:15 “And if it is disagreeable in your sight to serve the lord, choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the lord.”

John 5:39-40 “You search the Scriptures, because you think that in them you have eternal life; and it is these that bear witness of Me; and you are unwilling to come to Me, that you may have life."
C. The hold he has over his subjects.  (How Satan holds his subjects):

1. By the pleasures of sin.

2 Tim.3:4 "...lovers of pleasure rather than lovers of God."
Heb.11:25 "....pleasures of sin...."
2. Blinds them to the truth.  2 Cor.4:4 ...the god of this world has blinded the minds of the unbelieving, that they might not see the light of the gospel of the glory of Christ, who is the image of God.

3. Snatches word from their hearts.  Luke 8:12  “... then the devil comes and takes away the word from their heart, so that they may not believe and be saved."

III. His System Of Religion--
It Meets Man's Desire For Worship
A. Called the "god of this world." (2 Cor.4:4 above)
B. He has a synagogue Rev. 2:9 ...a synagogue of Satan.
C. He has ministers 2 Cor.11:15

Therefore it is not surprising if his servants also disguise themselves as servants of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their deeds.

D. He has doctrines to be preached 1 Tim.4:1 ...doctrines of demons,

1. Promulgated by "seducing spirits" 1 Tim.4:1 ... paying attention to deceitful spirits...
Deut.18:10-11 “There shall not be found among you anyone who makes his son or his daughter pass through the fire, one who uses divination, one who practices witchcraft, or one who interprets omens, or a sorcerer, or one who casts a spell, or a medium, or a spiritist, or one who calls up the dead.
2. Satan says:

a. We may do what God says not to do, Gen.3:1-5
b. Not necessary to do what God says (elaborate; examples).

c. No Hell to be avoided, Matt.25:4l
d. You'll get another chance anyway!

Page Four                                                    THE KINGDOM OF SATAN                                                           S 76 C
E. He has sacrifices (Idolatrous Worship) and a "cup" and a "table".

1 Cor.10:20-21 ...the things which the Gentiles sacrifice, they sacrifice to demons, and not to God; ...You cannot drink the cup of the Lord and the cup of demons; you cannot partake of the table of the Lord and the table of demons.
2 Cor.6:14-18 Do not be bound together with unbelievers; for what partnership have righteousness and lawlessness, or what fellowship has light with darkness? Or what harmony has Christ with Belial, or what has a believer in common with an unbeliever? Or what agreement has the temple of God with idols? For we are the temple of the living God; just as God said, “I WILL DWELL IN THEM AND WALK AMONG THEM; AND I WILL BE THEIR GOD, AND THEY SHALL BE MY PEOPLE. THEREFORE, COME OUT FROM THEIR MIDST AND BE SEPARATE,” says the Lord. “AND DO NOT TOUCH WHAT IS UNCLEAN; And I will welcome you. And I will be a father to you, And you shall be sons and daughters to Me,” Says the Lord Almighty.
Deut.32:17 “They sacrificed to demons who were not God, To gods whom they have not known, New gods who came lately, Whom your fathers did not dread."
IV. Deliverance Through Calvary
A. Purpose of Christianity is to destroy Devil's works.

Rom.16:20 And the God of peace will soon crush Satan under your feet. ...

1 John 3:8 ...The Son of God appeared for this purpose, that He might destroy the works of the devil.

B. Deliverance effected by the blood.

Heb.2:14-15 Since then the children share in flesh and blood, He Himself likewise also partook of the same, that through death He might render powerless him who had the power of death, that is, the devil; and might deliver those who through fear of death were subject to slavery all their lives.
Col.1:13-14 For He delivered us from the domain of darkness, and transferred us to the kingdom of His beloved Son, in whom we have redemption, the forgiveness of sins.
C. The plan of deliverance: Hear, Believe, Repent, Confess, be Baptized, be Faithful.

Conclusion
A. To remain in his kingdom insures punishment, Matt.25:41

“Then He will also say to those on His left, ‘Depart from Me, accursed ones, into the eternal fire which has been prepared for the devil and his angels;"
B.
If we serve him here, we'll dwell with him hereafter!

Rev. 20:10 And the devil who deceived them was thrown into the lake of fire and brimstone, where the beast and the false prophet are also; and they will be tormented day and night forever and ever. 15 And if anyone’s name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.

Rev.21:8 "But the cowardly, the unbelieving, the vile, the murderers, the sexually immoral, those who practice magic arts, the idolaters and all liars—their place will be in the fiery lake of burning sulfur. This is the second death."
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