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Last Lesson: Importance of Making Proper Decision
TEXT: Luke 10:2 And he said to them, "The harvest is plentiful, but the laborers are few. Therefore pray earnestly to the Lord of the harvest to send out laborers into his harvest.
Men Wanted – To Stand For The Truth!
God wants men today who will stand for the Truth in the face of opposition, unfaithfulness, etc.

I. THE CHURCH NEEDS MEN TODAY WITH CERTAIN ATTRIBUTES

A. God’s warning to Israel: Deut.5:32 You shall be careful therefore to do as the LORD your God has commanded you. You shall not turn aside to the right hand or to the left.
B. Isa.30:21 And your ears shall hear a word behind you, saying, "This is the way, walk in it," when you turn to the right or when you turn to the left.
1. This is the way: Matt.7 13"Enter by the narrow gate. For the gate is wide and the way is easy that leads to destruction, and those who enter by it are many. 14For the gate is narrow and the way is hard that leads to life, and those who find it are few.”
2. Many other warnings concerning the right way.

II. MEN WHO TURNED TO THE RIGHT OR LEFT

A. Adam and Eve, Gen.3:6 So when the woman saw that the tree was good for food, and that it was a delight to the eyes, and that the tree was to be desired to make one wise, she took of its fruit and ate, and she also gave some to her husband who was with her, and he ate.
B. Cain

Gen.4:1-8 1Now Adam knew Eve his wife, and she conceived and bore Cain, saying, "I have gotten a man with the help of the LORD." 2And again, she bore his brother Abel. Now Abel was a keeper of sheep, and Cain a worker of the ground. 3In the course of time Cain brought to the LORD an offering of the fruit of the ground,
4and Abel also brought of the firstborn of his flock and of their fat portions. And the LORD had regard for Abel and his offering, 5but for Cain and his offering he had no regard. So Cain was very angry, and his face fell.
6The LORD said to Cain, "Why are you angry, and why has your face fallen? 7If you do well, will you not be accepted? And if you do not do well, sin is crouching at the door. Its desire is for you, but you must rule over it." 8Cain spoke to Abel his brother. And when they were in the field, Cain rose up against his brother Abel and killed him.
Heb.11:4 By faith Abel offered to God a more acceptable sacrifice than Cain, through which he was commended as righteous, God commending him by accepting his gifts. And through his faith, though he died, he still speaks.
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C. Nadab and Abihu
Lev.10:1-2 1Now Nadab and Abihu, the sons of Aaron, each took his censer and put fire in it and laid incense on it and offered unauthorized fire before the lord, which he had not commanded them. 2And fire came out from before the lord and consumed them, and they died before the lord.
Num.16:46 And Moses said to Aaron, "Take your censer, and put fire on it from off the altar and lay incense on it and carry it quickly to the congregation and make atonement for them, for wrath has gone out from the lord; the plague has begun." (Specific Fire)
Lev.16:12 And he shall take a censer full of coals of fire from the altar before the lord, and two handfuls of sweet incense beaten small, and he shall bring it inside the veil
D. Young prophet, “man of God,” 1 Kings chapter 13
E. Uzzah, 2 Sam.6:6-7 And when they came to the threshing floor of Nacon, Uzzah put out his hand to the ark of God and took hold of it, for the oxen stumbled. 7And the anger of the lord was kindled against Uzzah, and God struck him down there because of his error, and he died there beside the ark of God.
F. all forsook the Lord when He was crucified.

G. 2 Tim.4:10 For Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica. Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia.
H. Ananias and Sapphira, Acts chapter 5
I. Simon the Sorcerer, Acts chapter 8
J. Peter denied the Lord, Matt.26:68-75
1. Peter’s hypocrisy, Gal.2:11-13 But when Cephas came to Antioch, I opposed him to his face, because he stood condemned. 12 For before certain men came from James, he was eating with the Gentiles; but when they came he drew back and separated himself, fearing the circumcision party. 13And the rest of the Jews acted hypocritically along with him, so that even Barnabas was led astray by their hypocrisy.
III. MEN WHO STOOD FOR TRUTH AND RIGHTEOUSNESS
A. Lot, Genesis chapter 19. “Just” righteous Lot, 2 Pet.2:7
B. Noah, Genesis chapter 6
C. Moses, although he did have excuses, Exodus 4:1-17
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D. Gideon’s Army, Judges 7:1-8 Midian, numberless, as locusts (135,000 ~ 8:10)!
Gideon’s army = 32,000 at first; those afraid and trembling could leave, 10,000 remain.

Still too many! Test: drink, lapped (hand to mouth) = 300

E. Steven, Acts chapter 7 ~ lost his life.

F. Paul, 2 Tim.4:7-8 I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord, the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.
IV. MANY TODAY HAVE TURNED TO THE RIGHT OR LEFT

A. Those on the left – forgotten their allegiance to God!

Acts 4:19 But Peter and John answered them, "Whether it is right in the sight of God to listen to you rather than to God, you must judge,
Gal.1:6-10 6I am astonished that you are so quickly deserting him who called you in the grace of Christ and are turning to a different gospel-- 7not that there is another one, but there are some who trouble you and want to distort the gospel of Christ. 8 But even if we or an angel from heaven should preach to you a gospel contrary to the one we preached to you, let him be accursed. 9As we have said before, so now I say again: If anyone is preaching to you a gospel contrary to the one you received, let him be accursed. 10For am I now seeking the approval of man, or of God? Or am I trying to please man? If I were still trying to please man, I would not be a servant of Christ.
Gal.4:16 Have I then become your enemy by telling you the truth?
1. Remember Nadab and Abihu!
2. Remember the man of God and the old prophet!

a. Church supported institutions, etc.

B. Those who have turned to the right – radicals. Matt.15:9 “But in vain do they worship Me, teaching as their doctrines the precepts of men.”
1. Hobbies. When we enforce our hobbies on others and bind that which God has not bound, we become guilty of the sin of the Jews. Rom.10:1-3
1Brothers, my heart's desire and prayer to God for them is that they may be saved. 2I bear them witness that they have a zeal for God, but not according to knowledge. 3For, being ignorant of the righteousness that comes from God, and seeking to establish their own, they did not submit to God's righteousness.
2. God has bound  His will! Matt.16:18-19 18And I tell you, you are Peter, and on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it. 19I will give you the keys of the kingdom of heaven, and whatever you bind on earth shall be bound in heaven, and whatever you loose on earth shall be loosed in heaven."
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3. Some hobbies bound by men:

a. No Bible Classes

b. One Cup (container)

c. No Sunday evening communion

d. No “singing to sinners” (invitation song)

e. Christian must marry Christian.         f. etc.

1) There is a difference between standing firm for the truth and being hard-headed and binding matters such as these on folks today.

V. WHAT IS THE SOLUTION?

Eph.4:11-16 And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ, 14so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.
Rom.12:9 Let love be genuine. Abhor what is evil; hold fast to what is good.
1. Some who do not love the truth go about with a thin veneer of love, but just scratch it and see if there is still love there!

2. Just disagree with them about love, debating, etc.!

3. Remember that Jesus was a hard preacher!

CONCLUSION
1 John 5:1-3 Everyone who believes that Jesus is the Christ has been born of God, and everyone who loves the Father loves whoever has been born of him. 2By this we know that we love the children of God, when we love God and obey his commandments. 3For this is the love of God, that we keep his commandments. And his commandments are not burdensome.
1 John 2:4-5 Whoever says "I know him" but does not keep his commandments is a liar, and the truth is not in him, 5but whoever keeps his word, in him truly the love of God is perfected. By this we may be sure that we are in him:
2 John v.9-10 Everyone who goes on ahead and does not abide in the teaching of Christ, does not have God. Whoever abides in the teaching has both the Father and the Son. 10If anyone comes to you and does not bring this teaching, do not receive him into your house or give him any greeting,
b. IM in Worship ~ “Thou shalt not play on an instrument.”


c. MMLJ = O.T., not N.T.!
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