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FRUIT OF THE SPIRIT
TEXT: Mark 11:12-l4 12On the following day, when they came from Bethany, he was hungry.  13And seeing in the distance a fig tree in leaf, he went to see if he could find anything on it. When he came to it, he found nothing but leaves, for it was not the season for figs.  14And he said to it, "May no one ever eat fruit from you again." And his disciples heard it.
INTRODUCTION
A. Appearance of good; productive of nothing. leaves (should) = fruit!
B. Actually, the tree showed superiority by putting on leaves early, but had nothing.

C. We, as Christians, can have the appearance of good (leaves) but productive of nothing (no fruit) or productive of evil.

D. God knows our true situation!

1. cf., the seven churches of Asia (in Revelation), "I know..,."
(read Rev. 2:2,9,13,19; 3:1,8,15)
1 Sam.16:7 But the lord said to Samuel, "Do not look on his appearance or on the height of his stature, because I have rejected him. For the LORD sees not as man sees: man looks on the outward appearance, but the LORD looks on the heart."
1 Cor.4:5 Therefore do not pronounce judgment before the time, before the Lord comes, who will bring to light the things now hidden in darkness and will disclose the purposes of the heart. Then each one will receive his commendation from God.
E. Unprofitable "servants" ("Christians") practice
"churchanity" instead of Christianity.
John 15 8By this my Father is glorified, that you bear much fruit and so prove to be my disciples.
6If anyone does not abide in me he is thrown away like a branch and withers; and the branches are gathered, thrown into the fire, and burned.
Matt. 25:30 And cast the worthless servant into the outer darkness. In that place there will be weeping and gnashing of teeth.'
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F. Ga1. 5:22-23 22But the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience ("longsuffering" KJV), kindness ("gentleness" KJV), goodness, faithfulness ("faith" KJV), 23gentleness ("meekness" KJV), self-control ("temperance" KJV) against such things there is no law.
1. fruit -- singular! ~ Example:
a. orange—round, orange, peel, seed, sweet, etc.
b. Must have ALL attributes! If it is just round—might be a …

1) Golden apple! 2) Peach!

c. Look at an Orange cut in two

d. Fruit of the Spirit

3-3-3 Three Groups of Three

love
these virtues form the first trio as being the virtues

joy
which appear in our contact with men.

peace
the inner quality of a man.


patience
this second trio is composed of virtues which

kindness
appear in our contact with men

goodness
an “outgrowth” of the first trio


faithfulness
being faithful and true in reference to … god

gentleness
being gentle or meek in the world of … ...
men

self-control
has reference to ……………………………..
ourselves

I. LOVE 
little used in pagan Greek...in lxx still used in “lower meanings" (erotic love). Used in n.t. in higher sense. As distinguished from , the love of mere liking and affection, is the love of intelligent comprehension united with corresponding blessed purpose. So God loved the world, understood all its depravity and purposed to remove it. He could not embrace the foul, stinking world in philia, but he did love it with agape and sent his Son to cleanse it. We cannot offer affection to our enemies who would smite us in the face; Jesus did not love the Pharisees with philia and does not ask us so to love our enemies. It is agape that he asks, the love that understands the hatefulness of the enemy and purposes to remove it. (from Lenski on Galatians, p.290-291).
(AGL = The Analytical Greek Lexicon) "...love, generosity, kindly concen, devotedness; pl. love feasts, Jude 12. lxx." (p. 2)
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LOVE Luke 6:27-28 "It denotes the love of intelligence, comprehension, and corresponding purpose. It sees all the hatefulness and the wickedness of the enemy, feels his stabs and blows, may even have something to do to ward them off; but this fills his loving heart with only the one desire and aim to free its enemy from his hate, to rescue him from his sin, and to save his soul."
It cannot denote "mere affection and liking. This kind of love would be impossible toward an enemy. He would not accept our affection, would strike us if we tried to embrace him. Nor should we ever be able to like our enemies; Jesus does not ask it of us even as we nowhere read that He liked the wicked Jews, his enemies." (Lenski, p.360-361) (see Lenski also on John 3:16)
A. (Thayer) "...1. affection, good-will, love, benevolence:..." (p.4)
B. Matt.24:12 (concerning events preceding destruction of Jerusalem) "And because lawlessness is increased, most people's love will grow cold."
John 5:42 "...you do not have the love of God in yourselves."
John 15:13 "Greater love has no one then this, that one lay down his life for his friends."

Rom.5:8 "But God demonstrates His own love toward us, in that while we were yet sinners, Christ died for us."
Rom.12:9 "Let love be without hypocrisy.  Abhor what is evil; cleave to what is good."
Rom.13:10 "Love does no wrong to a neighbor; love therefore is the fulfillment of the law."
1 Cor.13 (definition of love)
1 Jn. 5:3 "For this is the love of God, that we keep His command​ments; and His commandments are not burdensome."
1. Unearned love.

2. Natural to love friends, wife, children, etc.

a. We love those who are close to us and do for us and love us in return (in a tangible way that we can see).
3. Yet, must love God above a11 else

a. Above wife, etc.
b. Above material things.

4. Must even love enemies.
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II. JOY () From the pen of one who suffered much! 2 Cor.6:4-10

4but as servants of God we commend ourselves in every way: by great endurance, in afflictions, hardships, calamities,  5beatings, imprisonments, riots, labors, sleepless nights, hunger;  6by purity, knowledge, patience, kindness, the Holy Spirit, genuine love;  7by truthful speech, and the power of God; with the weapons of righteousness for the right hand and for the left;  8through honor and dishonor, through slander and praise. We are treated as impostors, and yet are true;  9as unknown, and yet well known; as dying, and behold, we live; as punished, and yet not killed;  10as sorrowful, yet always rejoicing; as poor, yet making many rich; as having nothing, yet possessing everything.
Pessimism is a grave fault. This is not a worldly joy that bubbles up and is soon gone (hilarious; funny) but is an enduring joy that comes from all the grace of God and blessedness that is ours – undimmed by tribulation (Paul, above). This joy is the sunshine that ever beams for the believer.
JOY () ("rejoice in n.t. 72 times; joy, 60 times)

A. (AGL) "...joy, gladness, rejoicing,...; meton. joy, cause of joy, occasion of rejoicing,....; bliss, Matt. 5:21, 23." (p. 433)

B. (Thayer) "...joy, gladness... b. by meton. the cause or occasion of joy:..." (p. 665)

C. Matt. 2:10 "And when they saw the star, they rejoiced exceedingly, with great joy (5479 from 5463)."
John 16:20 "...I say to you, that you will weep and lament, but the world will rejoice (5479); you will be sorrowful, but your sorrow will be turned to joy (5479 from 5463)."
Acts 8:7-8 "For in the case of many who had unclean spirits, they were coming out of them shouting with a loud voice; and many who had been paralyzed and lame were healed. and there was much rejoicing (5479) in that city.”
Phil.1:25 "...I know that I shall remain & continue with you all for your progress and joy (5479) in the faith,"
Heb.10:24 "For you showed sympathy to the prisoners, and accepted joyfully the seizure of your property, knowing that you have for yourselves a better possession and an abiding one.”

James 1:2 "Consider it all joy, my brethren, when you encounter various trials.”

1. rejoice and be joyful – once you were servants of sin, but now servants of righteousness!"
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