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FREEDOM IN CHRIST

INTRODUCTION
A. During war, men die for freedom.

B. Consider the four freedoms America is based on:

1. Speech

2. Press

3. Worship

4. Assembly

C. Freedom has been shouted from the very beginning of the nations of men.
D. Men of today speak of freedom.
Martin Luther King assassinated April 4, 1968
1. Jesus died to make men truly free.

Gal.5:1 It was for freedom that Christ set us free.
I. FREEDOM IN CHRIST

A. When Christ came, the whole world was lying in the evil one.

1. Jews in bondage to sin (John 8:31-36)
31Then said Jesus to those Jews which believed on him, If ye continue in my word, then are ye my disciples indeed; 32And ye shall know the truth, and the truth shall make you free. 33They answered him, We be Abraham's seed, and were never in bondage to any man: how sayest thou, Ye shall be made free? 34Jesus answered them, Verily, verily, I say unto you, Whosoever committeth sin is the servant of sin. 35And the servant abideth not in the house forever: but the Son abideth ever. 36If the Son therefore shall make you free, ye shall be free indeed.
a. They relied on Abraham – Father Connection – Moses’ Law
2. Gentiles in bondage to them which were no gods
Gal.4:8 when you did not know God, you were slaves to those which by nature are no gods.
Rom,1
Rom.3:9 “...both Jews and Greeks are all under sin”
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B. Both [Jew and Gentile] made free by Christ of things they could not be made free of of themselves.

1. Made new in Christ, 2 Cor.5:17 Therefore if any man be in Christ, he is a new creature: old things are passed away; behold, all things are become new.
a. How is one made new in Christ?

b. How does one get into Christ?

2. Baptized into Christ Gal.3:27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
3. Baptized into one body 1 Cor.12:13 For by one Spirit are we all baptized into one body, whether we be Jews or Gentiles, whether we be bond or free; and have been all made to drink into one Spirit.
4. Rom.6 3Do you not know that as many of us as were baptized into Jesus Christ were baptized into His death? 4Therefore we were buried with Him by baptism into death, so that as Christ was raised up from the dead by the glory of the Father; even so we also should walk in newness of life. 5For if we have been joined together in the likeness of His death, we shall also be in the likeness of His resurrection; 6knowing this, that our old man is crucified with Him in order that the body of sin might be destroyed, that from now on we should not serve sin.
II. BE NOT ENTANGLED AGAIN IN A YOKE OF BONDAGE
Galatians 4: 21Tell me, those desiring to be under Law, do you not hear the Law? 22For it is written: Abraham had two sons, the one out of the slave-woman, and one out of the free woman. 23But, indeed, he out of the slave-woman has been born according to flesh, and he out of the free woman through the promise; 24which things are being allegorized; for these are the two covenants, one indeed from Mount Sinai bringing forth to slavery, which is Hagar. 25For Hagar is Mount Sinai in Arabia, and answers to Jerusalem which now is, and is in slavery with her children.
26But the Jerusalem from above is free, who is the mother of us all. 27For it is written, "Rejoice, barren one not bearing; break forth and shout, you not travailing; for more are the children of the desolate than she having the husband." 28But brothers, we, like Isaac, are children of promise. 29But then even as he born according to flesh persecuted him born according to the Spirit, so it is also now. 30But what does the Scripture say? "Cast out the slave-woman and her son; for in no way shall the son of the slave-woman inherit with the son of the free woman." 31Then, brothers, we are not children of a slave-woman, but of the free woman.
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Galatians 5 1Stand fast therefore in the liberty with which Christ has made us free, and do not again be held with the yoke of bondage. 2Behold, I, Paul, say to you that if you are circumcised, Christ shall profit you nothing. 3For I testify again to every man that is circumcised, that he is a debtor to do all the Law, 4you who are justified by Law are deprived of all effect from Christ; you fell from grace. 5For we through the Spirit wait for the hope of righteousness out of faith. 6For in Christ Jesus neither circumcision nor uncircumcision has any strength, but faith working through love. 7You were running well. Who hindered you that you do not obey the truth?
8This persuasion is not from Him who calls you. 9A little leaven leavens all the lump. 10I have confidence in you in the Lord, that you will think nothing else, but that he troubling you shall bear the judgment, whoever he may be. 11And I, brothers, if I yet proclaim circumcision, why am I still persecuted? Then the offense of the Cross has ceased. 12I wish that those causing you to doubt will cut themselves off. 13For, brothers, you were called to liberty. Only do not use the liberty for an opening to the flesh, but by love serve one another. 14For all the Law is fulfilled in one word, even in this, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 15But if you bite and devour one another, take heed that you are not consumed by one another.
the danger: Judaism presented threat to Galatians.
1. False teachers sought to entangle them: days, circumcision, etc. (Gal.4:9-10)
9But now, knowing God, but rather are known by God, how do you turn again to the weak and beggarly elements to which you again desire to slave anew? 10You observe days and months and times and years.

2. Philosophy threatened the Christians in other sections. (Col.2:8-10)
8Beware lest anyone rob you through philosophy and vain deceit, according to the tradition of men, according to the elements of the world, and not according to Christ. 9For in Him dwells all the fullness of the Godhead bodily. 10And you are complete in Him, who is the Head of all principality and power,
3. Human traditions (Col.2:8-10) threatened both [Jew & Gentile Christians].
a. Any of the three threats are fatal.
III. THE DANGER TODAY

A. Judaism again threatens the church in the form of “dispensationalism” or more commonly called Premillenialism. Another modernism.
B. Evolution, Human Philosophy, Modernism, one the product of the other, sway the elect.

C. The traditions of various pioneers, the fathers of many denominations over against that of freedom and liberty to do our own thinking.
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IV. FREEDOM IS NOT A LICENSE
A. Consider the freedoms we mentioned at the beginning of this study:
1. Speech

2. Press (Young security officer almost had his life ruined as a suspect by the fbi and newspapers regarding a bomb he found, 1996).
3. Worship (Satanism; cults)
4. Assembly
So many today consider this a license to do things our founding fathers never intended!
B. Christians were then and are now in danger of the world. The things already studied can lead to it.
1. Freedom is maintained by doing right. (Gal.5:13-16)

13For, brothers, you were called to liberty. Only do not use the liberty for an opening to the flesh, but by love serve one another. 14For all the Law is fulfilled in one word, even in this, "You shall love your neighbor as yourself." 15But if you bite and devour one another, take heed that you are not consumed by one another. 16I say, then, Walk in the Spirit and you shall not fulfill the lusts of the flesh.
2. The greatest threat today is that of the world.
That of living after the flesh and not after the spirit.
3. In biting and devouring, all are consumed.
CONCLUSION
A. God is only pleased with our doing right.
1. Some brethren forget, overlook, neglect or otherwise reject the fact that the Gospel that set us free from the Law of Moses is itself a Law!
· Law of Faith (Rom.3:27)

· Law of the Spirit of Life in Christ Jesus (Rom.8:2)

· Law of Christ (1 Cor.9:21)
B. We are free men in Christ. This does not give us license to do wrong, for to live after the flesh is death (Rom.8:12-13)
12Therefore, brothers, we are not debtors to the flesh, to live according to the flesh. 13For if you live according to the flesh, you shall die. But if you through the Spirit mortify the deeds of the body, you shall live.

C. Will you subject yourself to the law of christ and be truly free — free from sin?
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