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THE FOUR BIGGEST FOOLS

I. The Atheistic Fool (Psalm 14:1)

The fool has said in his heart, "There is no God." They are corrupt, they have committed abominable deeds; There is no one who does good.

A. Faith is reasonable. I believe George Washington lived, though never have seen him.

Believe New York City exists, though have never been there.

We have faith in milk, bread, medicine.

B. A wicked heart is often the cause of disbelief.

1. If one sins, he wants to disbelieve.

2. If one disbelieves, he usually sins.

C. Man’s intelligence can create nothing. If it can, let it create:

1. A fourth world entirely unlike the world we know by sight and the two worlds we know by faith!

2. Man cannot and consequently did not create the idea of God.

D. If we should find an elaborate machine, and then find a book that describes the machine accurately and to the last detail, we would rightly assume that the man who made the machine wrote the book.

1. That is exactly the situation with the Bible, man and God!

E. When we look at the intricate design of a watch we immediately recognize that it did not come into being by chance.

1. So also the intricate design of the universe, from the working of gravitation to the relationship of the stars in the universe to each other to the simplest plant in our garden.

2. They all bear the same marks: Order, Design, Intelligence –

and these marks proclaim the existence of God.

F. Lewis T. Oldham in his book, is there really a god?, tells us that it is estimated

that if all the men who have lived on the earth during the past 6000 years were to put their combined strength against the earth, they could perhaps move it about a foot in a thousand years. Yet, there is a force that moves the earth at the rate of more than a thousand miles a minute.

G. Deductive Proof: Life comes from Life!
H. Believe His Word: 2600 times it claims to be the Word of God.
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COMMENTARY – FEATURE COLUMN

American atheists don’t have a prayer

--Jack Chambers, Syndicated Columnist

The Austin American-Statesman recently interviewed atheist leader Madalyn Murray O’Hair. Based on her comments, I think she has underestimated her success in secularizing our society. However, if her predictions are even partially correct, then atheists should be depressed, and Christians should be elated.

O’Hair, who lives in Austin (the headquarters of American Atheists) said, “I think the window of opportunity for atheism has closed.” She predicts “Christianity will become, in essence, the official U.S. religion.” This is interesting, since O’Hair and other atheists, secular humanists, and liberals, have convinced a significant percentage of Americans that public institutions should be purged of religion. These citizens ignore the fact that various courts, including the U.S. Supreme Court, have repeatedly ruled, up until recent decades, that this is “a Christian nation.”

O’Hair is best known for a lawsuit, filed in behalf of her son, William Murray, challenging the use of the Lord’s Prayer in Baltimore schools. In 1963, the U.S. Supreme Court ruled in her favor in Murray vs. Curlette. Another son, Jon Murray, the current president of American Atheists, is quoted in the American-Statesman as saying, “Our ’63 case will (eventually) be overturned.”

William Murray is now a Southern Baptist evangelist. In his book, My Life Without God, he details his mother’s agenda, with its Marxist philosophical roots. He told me, “There is no such thing as an intellectual atheist; atheists use intellectualism to justify their immorality.” (By the way, many conservatives and Christians are urging William Murray to run for Congress against U.S. Rep. Martin Forst in Distric 24, which includes parts of Dallas, Tarrant, Ellis and Navarro counties.)

In the American-Statesman article, O’Hair complained that American Atheists are struggling to survive on “average contributions of five-and-a-half dollars,” and she bemoans the fact that they don’t have “a high-rise staffed with the best-trained lawyers hitting every one of these state-church separation cases hard.” However, William Murray told me that his mother “has made millions.” At his sug​gestion, I drove by the offices of American Atheists. Sure enough, as he had pre​dicted, there was a Mercedes parked at the front entrance. Before I left, a Porsche pulled up, and out stepped American Atheist Newsletter editor Robin O’Hair. These atheists really know how to live on a shoestring budget!

I have had two personal encounters with Madalyn Murray O’Hair. In the spring of 1977, during my senior year in high school, I made an appointment to interview O’Hair for my government class. Most of her speech is, as the Amer​ican-Statesman article says, “peppered with expletives.”
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She used every four-let​ter word in the book in describing her hostility towards religion. At the end of the interview, I briefly told her that I was a Christian, and that I hoped she would someday “see the light” and place her faith in Jesus Christ. At that, she began yelling obscenities at me and prac​tically threw me out of her office. On my way out the door, she told me that I need​ed to see a psychiatrist, because my belief in God was due to my “post-puberty sex​ual fantasies.”

I never spoke with O’Hair again until January of this year, when she was inter​viewed on Austin’s klbj-am radio by talk show host Eric Blumberg. O’Hair was criticizing some planned religious activities at the upcoming presidential inauguration ceremonies. I called in and identified myself as “Jack Chambers, who, as a student at Crockett High School in Austin, interviewed you for my gov​ernment class.” She immediately respond​ed that she remembered the occasion. However, after I recounted her behavior during our meeting, she denied that she had ever met me, accused me of fabri​cating the story, and said that I indeed “did need to see a psychiatrist” because I was “obviously deluded.”

I then called her office and left my number, wishing to further discuss the event. A half hour later, I received a call. It was OHair, telling me to “go to *#@*!” She then hung up on me. I’ve been tempt​ed to send her a card, thanking her for the suggestion, and saying, “Sorry — I can’t make it. Have fun without me.”

The Bible refers to people like Mada​lyn Murray O’Hair, when it says: “The fool says in his heart, ‘There is no God.”' (Psalm 14:1) My pastor says O’Hair should start an atheist dial-a-prayer ser​vice; you call the number, but no one answers.

(Jack Chambers is a statewide syndi​cated columnist and a radio and TV talk show host in Austin.)
II. He Who Hears (Believes) The Word And Does Not Obey It Is A Fool
A. The salvation of the soul is conditioned upon obedience to the Word of God!

1. Matt.7:21-23
2. Luke 6:46 “And why call ye me, Lord, Lord, and do not the things which I say?”
3. John 14:15 “If ye love Me, keep My commandments.”
4. Acts 10:34-35 And opening his mouth, Peter said: "I most certainly understand now that God is not one to show partiality, but in every nation the man who fears Him and does what is right, is welcome to Him.
B. Because of the value of the soul. Matt.16:26 "For what will a man be profited, if he gains the whole world, and forfeits his soul? Or what will a man give in exchange for his soul?”

1. More than the material universe.
2. More than Honors and Applause of the World.

3. More than uninterrupted good health and the power to enjoy everything the world has to offer.
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C. It makes us better while we live.

1 Pet.2:1-2 Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, 2 like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,
Acts 20:32 "And now I commend you to God and to the word of His grace, which is able to build you up and to give you the inheritance among all those who are sanctified.”
D. It comforts us in live and death.

Rom.15:4 For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction, that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
1 Thess.4:13-18 But we do not want you to be uninformed, brethren, about those who are asleep, that you may not grieve, as do the rest who have no hope. 14For if we believe that Jesus died and rose again, even so God will bring with Him those who have fallen asleep in Jesus. 15For this we say to you by the word of the Lord, that we who are alive, and remain until the coming of the Lord, shall not precede those who have fallen asleep. 16For the Lord Himself will descend from heaven with a shout, with the voice of the archangel, and with the trumpet of God; and the dead in Christ shall rise first. 17Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them in the clouds to meet the Lord in the air, and thus we shall always be with the Lord. 18Therefore comfort one another with these words.
E. We will be judged by it. John 12:48 "He who rejects Me, and does not receive My sayings, has one who judges him; the word I spoke is what will judge him at the last day.”
III. It Is Foolish To Obey The Gospel And Then Not Live It (Gal.6:7)

Do not be deceived, God is not mocked; for whatever a man sows, this he will also reap.
The alien sinner is lost (2 Thess.1:7-9) The lost Christian is in worse condition!

2 Pet.2:20-22 For if after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first. 21For it would be better for them not to have known the way of righteousness, than having known it, to turn away from the holy commandment delivered to them. 22It has happened to them according to the true proverb, "a dog returns to its own vomit," and, "A sow, after washing, returns to wallowing in the mire."
Heb.6:1-8 Therefore leaving the elementary teaching about the Christ, let us press on to maturity, not laying again a foundation of repentance from dead works and of faith toward God, 2of instruction about washings, and laying on of hands, and the resurrection of the dead, and eternal judgment. 3And this we shall do, if God permits. 4For in the case of those who have once been enlightened and have tasted of the heavenly gift and have been made partakers of the Holy Spirit, 5and have tasted the good word of God and the powers of the age to come, 6and then have fallen away, it is impossible to renew them again to repentance, since they again crucify to themselves the Son of God, and put Him to open shame. 7For ground that drinks the rain which often falls upon it and brings forth vegetation useful to those for whose sake it is also tilled, receives a blessing from God; 8but if it yields thorns and thistles, it is worthless and close to being cursed, and it ends up being burned.
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Heb.10:26-31 For if we go on sinning willfully after receiving the knowledge of the truth, there no longer remains a sacrifice for sins, 27but a certain terrifying expectation of judgment, and the fury of a fire which will consume the adversaries. 28Anyone who has set aside the Law of Moses dies without mercy on the testimony of two or three witnesses. 29How much severer punishment do you think he will deserve who has trampled under foot the Son of God, and has regarded as unclean the blood of the covenant by which he was sanctified, and has insulted the Spirit of grace? 30For we know Him who said, "vengeance is mine, i will repay." And again, "the lord will judge his people." 31It is a terrifying thing to fall into the hands of the living God.

The Christian life is one of service. Contrast with

Heb.2:1-3 For this reason we must pay much closer attention to what we have heard, lest we drift away from it. 2For if the word spoken through angels proved unalterable, and every transgression and disobedience received a just recompense, 3how shall we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard,

Eternal salvation to the faithful.

Matt.24:13 "But the one who endures to the end, he shall be saved.
Rev.2:10 Be faithful until death, and I will give you the crown of life.
IV. The Rich Fool (Luke 12:16-20)

A. I am glad Jesus labeled this picture. Many would have called him a success!

B. How did Jesus know he was a fool? Not from the man himself, nor from his neighbor.

C. One cannot necessarily know a fool by what he says to his wife or preacher. Nor by the way he looks, talks or acts, but by his thinking.

D. In what did his foolishness consist?

1. What it was not:

a. Not because he made money or made it dishonestly.

b. It was not because he saved it.

2. What did it consist of?

a. In the first place, he left God out of his life.

b. He left his fellow-man out, concerned only with self – not those less fortunate.

c. He thought he had a lease on life.

d. No preparation for the next life.

e. He thought the material things of life would bring happiness.
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Try to imagine someone with no means of conveyance except public transportation. He thinks that if he had a second-hand Ford he would be supremely happy. He finally saves enough money for the down-payment and buys one.





It is not long until someone in a new Ford whizzes by, and he thinks that if he had a new Ford, he would be happy. So he trades in his old car as soon as he can and gets a new one.





He is happy for only a short time because pretty soon a man in a big red Oldsmobile passes him, and he then thinks that if he had an Olds he would be happy. As soon as he can save enough money, he gets one.





He is proud of it, but pretty soon, a man in a Lincoln goes humming by, and he thinks that if he had one of those, he would be happy. So in a short time he trades for a Lincoln.





He is happy for only a short time, for his wife wanted to go to a bridge game, and he wanted to go to a golf game. She he begins to want two cars. As soon as possible, he gets one for his wife and one for himself. Chances are they fussed at the breakfast table as to which one should use which car!





A man in Ft.Worth wanted to borrow $200. The bank turned him down.





He later went into the oil business and lived to loan that same bank Two Million dollars!





His wife died and he married a very young woman (brother e.c.coffman said: for a long time I have said that when a young woman marries a rich man, there is just one thing she wants, namely, to be his widow).





When this man traveled, he went in his private car attached to the rear of the train.





He was riding in his private coach one morning, when he pointed a pistol at his head and said, “What a fool I am,” and pulled the trigger.











PAGE  
2

