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Feet Washing
Text: John 13:1-17
1Now before the Feast of the Passover, Jesus knowing that His hour had come that He should depart out of this world to the Father, having loved His own who were in the world, He loved them to the end. 2And during supper, the devil having already put into the heart of Judas Iscariot, the son of Simon, to betray Him, 3Jesus, knowing that the Father had given all things into His hands, and that He had come forth from God, and was going back to God, 4rose from supper, and laid aside His garments; and taking a towel, He girded Himself about. 5Then He poured water into the basin, and began to wash the disciples' feet, and to wipe them with the towel with which He was girded. 6And so He came to Simon Peter. He said to Him, "Lord, do You wash my feet?" 7Jesus answered and said to him, "What I do you do not realize now, but you shall understand hereafter." 8Peter said to Him, "Never shall You wash my feet!" Jesus answered him, "If I do not wash you, you have no part with Me." 9Simon Peter said to Him, "Lord, not my feet only, but also my hands and my head." 10Jesus said to him, "He who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean; and you are clean, but not all of you."  11For He knew the one who was betraying Him; for this reason He said, "Not all of you are clean." 12And so when He had washed their feet, and taken His garments, and reclined at the table again, He said to them, "Do you know what I have done to you? 13You call Me Teacher and Lord; and you are right, for so I am. 14If I then, the Lord and the Teacher, washed your feet, you also ought to wash one another's feet. 15For I gave you an example that you also should do as I did to you. 16Truly, truly, I say to you, a slave is not greater than his master; neither is one who is sent greater than the one who sent him. 17If you know these things, you are blessed if you do them.”
Introduction

I. Need for Preaching on This Subject

A.
The few who believe that it is to be practiced as an item of Christian worship preach on it and cause many of the unsuspecting to wonder.  Their erroneous assumption that Jesus instituted an ordinance of feet washing after the Lord’s Supper has, by the power of suggestion, led many to wonder if not to doubt or to apostatize.

B.
Many who do not believe in feet washing, at least who do not practice it, but who are unable to explain why they do not, often, when under the force of the New Testament doctrine in contradistinction with denominational doctrine, in an effort to show that we do not follow the Bible all the way, in exasperation accuse us of not washing feet.
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II. Falsely Accused

A. Those who believe in and practice foot washing accuse all who do not of being too proud as their reason for not doing so.  We are accused of making fun or ridiculing this practice or the people who engage in it.


1.
This may be true of some, especially among the denominations, but not of me.

2.
If the Bible teaches it, I would believe it, preach it, and practice it – regardless of what men think or say about it!

B. However, they (the foot washers) ridicule and make fun of scriptural baptism!

C. Feet Washing, I Believe In, as a Matter of Cleanliness and Hospitality in One’s Daily Life, but not as an act of worship!
Discussion
I. Testimony of Scriptures

A.  Old Testament {All Scriptures on Feet Washing are Given}:
Gen.18:4 [Abraham, regarding the three Angels on the way to Sodom] "Please let a little water be brought and wash your feet, and rest yourselves under the tree;”
Gen.19:2 [Lot, to the three angels] … "Now behold, my lords, please turn aside into your servant's house, and spend the night, and wash your feet; then you may rise early and go on your way."…
Gen.24:32 [Isaac’s Servant goes to get a wife for Isaac] So the man [Isaac’s Servant] entered the house. Then Laban unloaded the camels, and he gave straw and feed to the camels, and water to wash his feet and the feet of the men who were with him.
Gen.43:24 [Joseph’s servant brought Joseph’s brothers…] … into Joseph's house and gave them water, and they washed their feet; and he gave their donkeys fodder.
Exodus 30:19 [Regarding the Laver of Bronze] "And Aaron and his sons shall wash their hands and their feet from it;” … v.21 "So they shall wash their hands and their feet, that they may not die; and it shall be a perpetual statute for them, for Aaron and his descendants throughout their generations." … 40:31 And from it Moses and Aaron and his sons washed their hands and their feet.
Judges 19:21 [An old man in Jerusalem took a Levite returning home to the hill country of Ephraim…] … into his house and gave the donkeys fodder, and they washed their feet and ate and drank.
1 Sam.25:41 [Abigal, who was to become David’s wife] … arose and bowed with her face to the ground and said, "Behold, your maidservant is a maid to wash the feet of my lord's servants."
2 Sam.11:8 Then David said to Uriah, "Go down to your house, and wash your feet." And Uriah went out of the king's house, and a present from the king was sent out after him.
Psalm 58:10 The righteous will rejoice when he sees the vengeance; He will wash his feet in the blood of the wicked.
Song of Solomon 5:3 "I have taken off my dress, How can I put it on again? I have washed my feet, How can I dirty them again?”

From these we learn that feet washing was….
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1.
Practiced by the priests for cleanliness before entering the tabernacle. The hands and sometimes the whole body was required to be washed, not just the feet! [reference in Exodus]

2.
Used symbolically (reference in Psalm).

3.
For the purpose of cleanliness practiced on one’s self.

4. An act of hospitality in the daily life to guests in the home, and not an act of public worship.
B.
The New Testament:


Luke 7:36-46 Now one of the Pharisees was requesting Him to dine with him. And He entered the Pharisee's house, and reclined at the table. 37And behold, there was a woman in the city who was a sinner; and when she learned that He was reclining at the table in the Pharisee's house, she brought an alabaster vial of perfume, 38and standing behind Him at His feet, weeping, she began to wet His feet with her tears, and kept wiping them with the hair of her head, and kissing His feet, and anointing them with the perfume. 39Now when the Pharisee who had invited Him saw this, he said to himself, "If this man were a prophet He would know who and what sort of person this woman is who is touching Him, that she is a sinner." 40And Jesus answered and said to him, "Simon, I have something to say to you." And he replied, "Say it, Teacher." 41"A certain moneylender had two debtors: one owed five hundred denarii, and the other fifty. 42"When they were unable to repay, he graciously forgave them both. Which of them therefore will love him more?" 43Simon answered and said, "I suppose the one whom he forgave more." And He said to him, "You have judged correctly." 44And turning toward the woman, He said to Simon, "Do you see this woman? I entered your house; you gave Me no water for My feet, but she has wet My feet with her tears, and wiped them with her hair. 45You gave Me no kiss; but she, since the time I came in, has not ceased to kiss My feet. 46You did not anoint My head with oil, but she anointed My feet with perfume.”
John 13 [our text]

1 Tim.5:10 having a reputation for good works; and if she has brought up children, if she has shown hospitality to strangers, if she has washed the saints' feet, if she has assisted those in distress, and if she has devoted herself to every good work.
The same idea is predominant in the New Testament as was in the Old Testament.

An act of cleanliness and hospitality.
II. Feet Washing NOT Instituted in John 13!

It was practiced long before the night of John 13.  Jesus reproved Simon, the Pharisee, in whose home He was a Guest, for NOT providing water for His feet (Luke 7:44-46).

III. Feet Washing Not an Ordinance in Either the Old Testament nor the New Testament

An act of hospitality and cleanliness, as all scriptures indicate.
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IV. John 13 Explained

Sandal
Peloubet’s Bible Dictionary, p.589: Sandals were ordinarily used by the Hebrews for protecting the feet. They consisted simply of soles attached to the feet by thongs. … Sandals were made necessary by the burning heat of the ground as well as by the presence of stones and thorns, and were worn by all classes of society in Palestine, even by the very poor; and both the sandal and the thong or shoe-latchet were so cheap and common that they passed into a proverb for the most insignificant thing. … Sandals were dispensed with in-doors, and therefore during meal-times the feet were uncovered. … To carry or to unloose a person’s sandal was a menial office, betokening great inferiority on the part of the person performing it. …”

Strife
The apostles’ argued about who would be the greatest.  Luke 22:24 


Their desire to be great in the eyes of men kept them from washing one another’s feet upon entering the upper room.  To wash another’s feet would make them inferior to the one served, they thought.

The Supper
Jesus riseth from supper (v.4, kjv) and was set down again (v.12, kjv).


This was a supper that one could rise from and set back down to.

…supper being ended (kjv) is rendered …during supper,… nasb.


Clarke says (Vol.v, p.615-616): …from ver. 26 and 30, it appears that the supper was not then ended: nay, it is probable that it was not then begun; because the washing of feet (ver.5) was usually practiced by the Jews before they entered upon their meals, as may be gathered from Luke vii. 44, and from the reason of the custom. … By the supper I suppose to be meant, not only the eating of it, but the preparing and dressing of it, and doing all things necessary previously to the eating of it. …
Verse 4. He riseth from supper) Not from eating, … but from His place at table; probably the dishes were not as yet laid down, though the guests were seated. According to the custom of the Jews and other Asiatics, this washing must have taken place before the supper. …


This was a supper with a sop in it, v.26.  Peloubet’s Bible Dictionary, p.643: SOP. In eastern lands, where our table utensils are unknown, the meat, with the broth, is brought upon the table in a large dish, and is eaten usually by means of pieces of bread dipped into the common dish. The bread so dipped is called a “sop.” It was such a piece of bread dipped in broth that Jesus gave to Judas, John 13:26; and again, in Matt.26:23, it is said “he that dippeth his hand with Me in the dish,” i.e. to make a sop by dipping a piece of bread in the central dish.


So, this was NOT the Lord’s Supper.  The Lord’s Supper is not mentioned in John 13.  It is true that the Lord'’ Supper was instituted on this occasion, but it is not mentioned in John 13.
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Feet Washing
Feet dirty.  John 13:10 nasb   “He who has bathed needs only to wash his feet, but is completely clean;…”

kjv “Jesus saith to him, He that is washed needeth not save to wash his feet,

but is clean every whit: and ye are clean, but not all.”


rsv …”He who has bathed does not need to wash, except for his feet, but is clean all over;…”


phillips “The man who has bathed,” returned Jesus, “only needs to wash his feet to be clean all over…”

Contrast foot wetting with foot washing.  Wash means to cleanse.  Foot wetting is a farce, sham, empty show.  Feet already clean when foot-washing is practiced!
Summary
There are at least three different occasions on which there arose an argument among the apostles as to who would be the greatest among them.  [1. Matt.18:1-5; Mark 9:33-37; Luke 9:46-48;  2. Matt.20:20-28;  3. Luke 2:24-30 (same occasion as John 13)]

The apostles argued over which would be the greatest.  When they reached the room for the supper, they should have washed one another’s feet, but would not, evidently because they felt that washing feet would be a confession of inferiority.  Jesus both rebuked them and taught them a forceful object lesson by washing their feet and then making his point that the greatest in the Kingdom of God is the one who serves the most.  Jesus arose from supper and washed their feet, then explained that this menial service did not take away any of His greatness as Lord and Master.  See the Lord’s explanation in John 13:12-14 and Luke 22:25-27.
The Three New Testament Passages
Luke 7 – John 13– 1 Timothy 5:10. Holy Spirit Lists it as good work. Holy Spirit lists it between lodging strangers and relieving afflicted. Holy Spirit lists it with rearing children, lodging strangers, etc.  None of these are items of worship, but part of the daily life.
Feet washing never mentioned with items of worship and vice-versa.  Acts 2:42; 20:7. Items of Worship.  Lord’s Supper not mentioned in John 13.  Accounts of the Lord’s Supper by Matthew, Mark and Luke do not mention feet washing. No inspired writer ever mentioned them together. So, the apostles never made nor intended for us to make, any connection between them.  No law governing feet washing.  How often, etc.  So, never intended as worship.


Conclusion -- In O.T. washing feet was connected with lodging strangers. It was performed in the home and belonged to the daily life, and was not an act of public worship. Exception: Washing hands and feet in brazen laver and Psalm figurative language.
2.
In N.T. it was connected with lodging strangers, relieving afflicted, and good works in daily life, never as an act of worship.

3.
Reaffirm our stand for Bible only.  Speak where Bible speaks, silent where silent.

Outline by Grover Stephens, slightly revised by Larry A. Bunch.
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