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“Feelings”
INTRODUCTION
A. Advances of Mankind
1. Scientific. Go to Moon. Send probe to Mars and beyond. Land probe on asteroid. Plans for a space station.

2. Medical. Tiny cameras to probe body with; laser beams; a circular-saw [motor] that would fit on the end of a pin being developed to clean arteries. dna
3. Economical [?]

B. Yet, Crime Rate Increases!
1. “Known crimes in the United States gives this country the reputation of being the most lawless major power in the world.” (social problems, by William E. Cole and Charles H. Miller, p.334-335)

2. In 1993, so many foreign visitors to Florida were being robbed and murdered that foreign countries advised against traveling to Florida!

C. Serious Crime – 1965
1. 2,780,888 reported crimes of a serious nature (murder, forcible rape, robbery, aggravated assault, burglary, larceny and auto theft).

2. 14 victims for every 1,000 inhabitants.

3. 5 serious crimes every minute.

4. 1 murder every hour.

D. Serious crime – 1968
1. 17% more in 1968 than 1967

2. Armed robberies – 34% more.

3. Murder and forcible rape – 14% more [each].

4. 49% of all serious crimes committed in 1968 were committed by those 18 or under!

5. Increase in crime was about 9% more than the population increase.

a. 100 born, 109 crimes.

b. 1,000 born, 1,090crimes

E. In 1976, there was a murder every 28 minutes!

F. On April 18, 1993, cbs – sunday morning – 2,000 Violent crimes every day; 200 rapes, murder, robbery every hour.
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G. What is Wrong?
1. Governmental proposes [remedies]

a. Education [elaborate]

b. Welfare (equality) [elaborate]
F. May I Suggest a Remedy Often Overlooked? (Even by gospel preachers!) – feelings
1. Feelings (emotions; attitude) is wrong and needs changing.

2. A woman was attacked on the street, March 14, 1964. 85 onlookers. She screamed for help. Attacked twice. No one helped, not even to call police. She died.

a. No amount of education or equality would have caused the onlookers to help her.

b. Not what they had or didn’t have; what the knew or didn’t know; but their feelings [attitudes].

3. Ask any murderer on death row: Did you know killing is wrong? yes! – feelings wrong.

4. Look at Adam. Tree of knowledge of good and evil. Know Eve deceived, but what about Adam? Question him. Warn him. What could you say? Feelings wrong!
I. MANY SINS OF IGNORANCE; MORE OF STUBBORNNESS – HARD-HEARTED; FEELINGS WRONG!

A. Balaam.
Num.22:12 And God said to Balaam, "Do not go with them; you shall not curse the people; for they are blessed."
20And God came to Balaam at night and said to him, "If the men have come to call you, rise up and go with them; but only the word which I speak to you shall you do." 21So Balaam arose in the morning, and saddled his donkey, and went with the leaders of Moab.
22But God was angry because he was going, and the angel of the lord took his stand in the way as an adversary against him. …

2 Pet.2: 15forsaking the right way they have gone astray, having followed the way of Balaam, the son of Beor, who loved the wages of unrighteousness, 16but he received a rebuke for his own transgression; for a dumb donkey, speaking with a voice of a man, restrained the madness of the prophet.
1. God told him to go. What was wrong? Balaam’s feelings!

2. God did not want him to go … he wanted to go … begged … God relented … but [evidently] “…his behavior either on setting out or upon the journey;…” caused God’s anger against him.

3. feelings wrong – he wanted to go, God didn’t want him to go.
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B. The One Talent Man of Matt.25:14-30
1. 5 talent man made 5 more; 2 talent man, 2 more.

2. What did the One talent man do? Dug in ground and hid his master’s money.

3. His explanation? i knew … (v.24,26) What more could be said to that? Feelings wrong.
C. Gospel Preacher quits preaching after acquiring college education.

1. It is said that he has lost his faith. Perhaps.

2. More likely, he desired something more, something more desirous (?) than the Gospel.

3. Feelings wrong.
D. Demas. Sent greetings to the Colossians (Col.4:14). Later, Paul would write:

2 Tim.4:10 for Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted me …

II. EMOTIONALISM AND PENTECOSTALISM: our feelings are important!
A. We bend over backwards to appear unemotional!
1. Preach just the Bible.

2. Present it unemotionally.

3. Be sound preacher!

a. Here is the Truth. Does anyone want to obey? We will stand and sing and if you want to obey, ok.
B. you are going to tell David he is wrong – Guilty of adultery and murder!
2 Sam.11:2-5 Now when evening came David arose from his bed and walked around on the roof of the king's house, and from the roof he saw a woman bathing; and the woman was very beautiful in appearance. 3So David sent and inquired about the woman. And one said, "Is this not Bathsheba, the daughter of Eliam, the wife of Uriah the Hittite?" 4And David sent messengers and took her, and when she came to him, he lay with her; and when she had purified herself from her uncleanness, she returned to her house. 5And the woman conceived; and she sent and told David, and said, "I am pregnant." 14-17 Now it came about in the morning that David wrote a letter to Joab, and sent it by the hand of Uriah. 15And he had written in the letter, saying, "Place Uriah in the front line of the fiercest battle and withdraw from him, so that he may be struck down and die." 16So it was as Joab kept watch on the city, that he put Uriah at the place where he knew there were valiant men. 17And the men of the city went out and fought against Joab, and some of the people among David's servants fell; and Uriah the Hittite also died.

How will you tell him? [relate how you would tell him intellectually only – David knows adultery and murder is wrong!]
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2 Sam.12:1-14 Then the lord sent Nathan to David. And he came to him, and said, "There were two men in one city, the one rich and the other poor. 2The rich man had a great many flocks and herds. 3But the poor man had nothing except one little ewe lamb Which he bought and nourished; And it grew up together with him and his children. It would eat of his bread and drink of his cup and lie in his bosom, And was like a daughter to him. 4Now a traveler came to the rich man, And he was unwilling to take from his own flock or his own herd, To prepare for the wayfarer who had come to him; Rather he took the poor man's ewe lamb and prepared it for the man who had come to him." 5Then David's anger burned greatly against the man, and he said to Nathan, "As the lord lives, surely the man who has done this deserves to die. 6And he must make restitution for the lamb fourfold, because he did this thing and had no compassion." 7Nathan then said to David, "You are the man! Thus says the lord God of Israel, 'It is I who anointed you king over Israel and it is I who delivered you from the hand of Saul. 8I also gave you your master's house and your master's wives into your care, and I gave you the house of Israel and Judah; and if that had been too little, I would have added to you many more things like these! 9Why have you despised the word of the lord by doing evil in His sight? You have struck down Uriah the Hittite with the sword, have taken his wife to be your wife, and have killed him with the sword of the sons of Ammon. 10Now therefore, the sword shall never depart from your house, because you have despised Me and have taken the wife of Uriah the Hittite to be your wife.' 11Thus says the lord, 'Behold, I will raise up evil against you from your own household; I will even take your wives before your eyes, and give them to your companion, and he shall lie with your wives in broad daylight. 12Indeed you did it secretly, but I will do this thing before all Israel, and under the sun.'" 13Then David said to Nathan, "I have sinned against the lord." And Nathan said to David, "The lord also has taken away your sin; you shall not die. 14However, because by this deed you have given occasion to the enemies of the lord to blaspheme, the child also that is born to you shall surely die."
The prophet’s job was not to tell David intellectually [David knew], but to convict him of sin!
C. Pentecost – {relate Acts 2 through v.38} Then, Peter sat down. Right? wrong! v.40

And with many other words did he testify and exhort, saying, Save yourselves from this untoward [wicked] generation.
1. Was Peter too emotional?

2. Do not be ashamed to plead with a man to save his soul!

3. We are afraid of our feelings!

a. We must use thought and consideration in our teaching.

b. Intellectual part necessary to the salvation of souls.

1) Faith comes by hearing.

2) Rom.1:16
c. But also feelings – emotions – attitude!
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D. Felix trembled (Acts 24:25)

1. Felix ruled in a mean and cruel manner.

2. His period of office was full of troubles and seditions.

3. Yet, Paul caused Felix, by his preaching, to tremble!

a. Paul! Don’t scare the man so! Really?

E. Agrippa believed the prophets (Acts 26:24-29)

1. Paul taught the truth and Agrippa knew it.

2. Did not obey. Why?

3. Feelings Wrong!
INVITATION

Adam Clarke's Commentary: (Balaam)
Num.22:20. If the men come-go with them]This is a confirmation of what was observed on the twelfth verse; though we find his going was marked with the Divine displeasure, because he wished, for the sake of the honours and rewards, to fulfil as far as possible the will of the king of Moab. Mr. Shuckford observes that the pronoun  is sometimes used to denote a person's doing a thing out of his own head, without regard to the directions of another. Thus in the case of Balaam, when God had allowed him to go with the messengers of Balak, if they came in the morning to call him; because he was more hasty than he ought to have been, and went to them instead of staying till they should come to him, it was said of him, not  ki halach, that he went, but  ki holech hu, i. e., he went of his own head-without being called; and in this, Mr. Shuckford supposes, his iniquity chiefly lay.-Connex., vol. iii., p. 115. How many are restrained from sinning, merely through the fear of God! They would gladly do the evil, but it is forbidden on awful penalties; they wish the thing were not prohibited for they have a strong desire to do it.
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