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“ESCAPE FOR YOUR LIFE”

Gen. 19:17

INTRODUCTION
1. This expression signifies there is danger. Cf.
Matt.23:33 “You serpents, you brood of vipers, how will you escape the sentence of hell?
Rom.2:3 But do you suppose this, O man, when you pass judgment on those who practice such things and do the same yourself, that you will escape the judgment of God?
2. It also suggests that escape is possible. Cf.
1 Cor.10:13 No temptation has overtaken you but such as is common to man; and God is faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the temptation will provide the way of escape also, so that you will be able to endure it.
Psalm 124:7 [Praise for (Israel’s) Rescue from Enemies] Our soul has escaped as a bird out of the snare of the trapper; The snare is broken and we have escaped.

I. OLD TESTAMENT EXAMPLES

A. Lot and family (Genesis 19)
B. Noah and family (Genesis 6)
C. Israel leaving Egypt (Exodus 14, Red Sea)
D. Disobedient Prophet (1 Kings 13)
II. FROM WHAT MUST WE ESCAPE?

A. Temptation (1 Cor.10:13, above)
B. Pollution or corruption of world

2 Peter 1:4 For by these [Lit., through which (things) i.e., Revealed Word, v.3] He has granted to us His precious and magnificent promises, so that by them you may become partakers of the divine nature, having escaped the corruption that is in the world by lust.

2 Peter 2:20 For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first.
C. Idolatry 1 Cor.10:14 Therefore, my beloved, flee from idolatry.
Col.3:5 Therefore consider the members of your earthly body as dead to immorality, impurity, passion, evil desire, and greed, which amounts to idolatry.
D. Indifference Rom.12:11 not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;
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E. Profanity ~ noun 1. The condition or quality of being profane. 2. a. Abusive, vulgar, or irreverent language. b. The use of such language. 2 Tim.2:16-17
16But avoid worldly and empty chatter, for it will lead to further ungodliness, 17and their talk will spread like gangrene. …
F. Vulgarity ~ noun 1. The quality or condition of being vulgar. 2. Something, such as an act or expression, that offends good taste or propriety.
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Eph.4:29 Let no unwholesome word proceed from your mouth, but only such a word as is good for edification according to the need of the moment, so that it will give grace to those who hear.

Eph.5:4 and there must be no filthiness and silly talk, or coarse jesting, which are not fitting, but rather giving of thanks.

III. TO WHERE MUST WE ESCAPE FOR LIFE?
A. Lot and family could flee to mountain – we can flee to Mt. Zion

Heb.12:22-24 But you have come to Mount Zion and to the city of the living God, the heavenly Jerusalem, and to myriads of angels, 23to the general assembly and church of the firstborn who are enrolled in heaven, and to God, the Judge of all, and to the spirits of the righteous made perfect, 24and to Jesus, the mediator of a new covenant, and to the sprinkled blood, which speaks better than the blood of Abel.
Isa.46:13 “I bring near My righteousness, it is not far off; And My salvation will not delay. And I will grant salvation in Zion, And My glory for Israel.”
B. Noah and family escaped in Ark – We, as Christians, are in the Ark of Christ, the church.

1. Note similarities between ark and church—
One Builder – Noah – Christ— (Matt.16:18)
One Building – Ark – Church – (Eph.4:4; Col.1:18 He is also head of the body, the church; …)
One Kind of Material – Gopher Wood – Baptized Believers Gal.3:26-27 For you are all sons of God through faith in Christ Jesus. 27For all of you who were baptized into Christ have clothed yourselves with Christ.
One Way to Enter – Door – Christ – John 10:7 So Jesus said to them again, “Truly, truly, I say to you, I am the door of the sheep.” 9 “I am the door; if anyone enters through Me, he will be saved, and will go in and out and find pasture.”
One Source of Light – Window – Word –
Psalm 119:105 Your word is a lamp to my feet And a light to my path.
John 1:4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.

C. Israel crossed Sea – We cross sea of baptism

1 Cor.10:1-2 For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud and all passed through the sea; 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea;
Mark 16:16 “He who has believed and has been baptized shall be saved; but he who has disbelieved shall be condemned.
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D. Disobedient Prophet had a Certain Way – We have Christ for our Way

John 14:6 Jesus *said to him, “I am the way, and the truth, and the life; no one comes to the Father but through Me.”
John 1:4 In Him was life, and the life was the Light of men.

2 Tim.2:10 For this reason I endure all things for the sake of those who are chosen, so that they also may obtain the salvation which is in Christ Jesus and with it eternal glory.

IV. HOW MAY WE ESCAPE INTO CHRIST?

Believe Unto Rom.10:10 For with the heart man believeth unto righteousness;
Repent Unto Acts 11:18 …God also to the Gentiles granted repentance unto life. 

Confess Unto Rom.10:10 and with the mouth confession is made unto salvation.
Baptized Into Gal.3:27 For as many of you as have been baptized into Christ have put on Christ.
V. WHY ALL DO NOT ESCAPE

A. Refuse to obey Heb.12:25 See to it that you do not refuse Him who is speaking. For if those did not escape when they refused him who warned them on earth, much less will we escape who turn away from Him who warns from heaven.
B. Neglect
Heb.2:3 how will we escape if we neglect so great a salvation? After it was at the first spoken through the Lord, it was confirmed to us by those who heard,
1 Thess.5:2-3 For you yourselves know full well that the day of the Lord will come just like a thief in the night. 3 While they are saying, “Peace and safety!” then destruction will come upon them suddenly like labor pains upon a woman with child, and they will not escape.

C. Hypocrites (Matt.23, Scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites!)
D. Deceived 2 Pet.2:18-20
For speaking out arrogant words of vanity they entice by fleshly desires, by sensuality, those who barely escape from the ones who live in error, 19promising them freedom while they themselves are slaves of corruption; for by what a man is overcome, by this he is enslaved. 20For if, after they have escaped the defilements of the world by the knowledge of the Lord and Savior Jesus Christ, they are again entangled in them and are overcome, the last state has become worse for them than the first.
E. Liars Prov.19:5 A false witness will not go unpunished, And he who tells lies will not escape.
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CONCLUSION
1. By properly acting here, we will escape at judgment bar. Luke 21:36
“But keep on the alert at all times, praying that you may have strength to escape all these things that are about to take place, and to stand before the Son of Man.”
2. To fail to escape there will be a sad thing. 2 Thess.1:7-9
7and to give relief to you who are afflicted and to us as well when the Lord Jesus will be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, 8dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. 9These will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power,
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