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THE FOLLY OF DELAY

INTRODUCTION
1. {Overhead: Jesus Life-Death. Go through chart.}

a. But you know the story of how He died for you; was raised for your justification, don't you?

b. You can probably quote His last words before being taken up into Heaven
Mark 16:15-16… Go ye into all the world, and preach the gospel to every creature. 16He that believeth and is baptized shall be saved; but he that believeth not shall be damned.
yet many have done nothing about it!
2. The story goes that Satan and his angels held a meeting to decide best strategy for deceiving the people.
a. One suggested, "Tell them there is no God, Christ, Heaven, Hell.” This was rejected.

b. They were about ready to give up when another suggested,
"Tell them all these are true, but they have plenty of time to accept."
Motion passed gleefully.
3. {Chart #101} Text: James 4:13-16
Come now, you who say, "Today or tomorrow, we shall go to such and such a city, and spend a year there and engage in business and make a profit. Yet you do not know what your life will be like tomorrow.
You are just a vapor that appears for a little while and then vanishes away. Instead, you ought to say, "If the Lord wills, we shall live and also do this or that." But as it is, you boast in your arrogance; all such boasting is evil.
a. Why delay? Why are you not a Christian? When do you intend to obey Christ? 

4. "Haste makes waste" is not true in regards to religion.
a. Not true in reference to obeying the gospel! (Text)
b. Haste is indeed sometimes a mark of wisdom. (Psalm 119:60)
"I hastened and did not delay To keep Thy commandments."
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I. DELAY IS UNBELIEF
A. Delay is a strong indication of unbelief. 

1. How would you react if doctor told you "must undergo surgery or die"? 

2. Suppose someone awakened you at 3 a.m. and told you that your house was on fire?
a. In both instances, if you believed, you would act fast! 

3. Have you ever wondered why some people who are financially able have no insurance?

a. They do not believe they will become seriously ill, have an accident, or suffer an untimely death.
b. The fact that one has insurance does not mean he expects these things, but he recognizes the possibility of experiencing them.
B. Long ago, Israel delayed because of unbelief. 

1. Moses and Aaron delivered them by the hand of God out of Egyptian slavery.

2. Lord opened Red Sea, saved Israel, Egyptians destroyed. Watched bodies being washed up. (Exodus 14:30)
3. God gave them the victory over the Amalekites at Rephidim; water, food.
a. Their shoes and clothing did not wear out. No blisters on feet! 

4. God brought them to Mt. Sinai; supernatural demonstrations of power and protection. 

5. Finally, spies were sent out to search the "Promised Land."
a. Joshua and Caleb said, "We can win, let's go in. God will give us the victory."
b. Others said, "Their men are giants, we are like grasshoppers." 

6. People accepted majority report and refused to go in. Why did they delay? unbelief! (Heb.3:18-l 9)
And to whom did He swear that they should not enter His rest, but to those who were disobedient? And so we see that they were not able to enter because of unbelief.
C. (Story) Man once stretched wire across Niagara Falls, rolled wheelbarrow across. 

1. He asked how many thought he could put a man in the wheelbarrow and roll him across again. Most said they thought he could. 

2. But, when he asked for volunteers, no one accepted the challenge. Did they really believe?
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D. This is where believers are separated from unbelievers in religion.

1. Those who really believe in God, Christ, Bible, Heaven, Judgment, Hell, will change their lives and obey the Gospel now—not put it off.

2. It is not enough to give mental assent to these things, but submit to His Will!
(Matt.7:21ff)
II DELAY TEMPTS GOD
A. God cannot be tempted to sin (James 1:13); that's not what we are implying.
1. We can tempt God by putting Him to test. (Matt.4:7) "...You Shall Not Tempt The Lord Your God." 

2. Attitude of “I'll do it tomorrow” when God says, "today"!
B. We are not "predestined" to be lost or saved beyond our control.
1. A man who believed "what is to be will be" was ridiculed for going to a storm cellar during a tornado — and rightly so!
2. Suppose a man decided to live under water for an hour without breathing device? Or jump off a high cliff?
3. When one foolishly places himself in danger, he is tempting God.
a. We must apply this spiritually!
C. We can tempt God by trying His patience.
Num.14:22-23 "Surely all the men who have seen My glory and My signs, which I performed in Egypt and in the wilderness, yet have put Me to the test these ten times and have not listened to My voice, shall by no means see the land which I swore to their fathers, nor shall any of those who spurned Me see it."
Psalm 78:56 Yet they tempted and rebelled against the Most High God,....
1 Cor.10:9 Nor let us try the Lord, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the serpents.
The Lord is patient, long-suffering.
Rom.2:4 Or do you think lightly of the riches of His kindness and forbearance and patience, not knowing that the kindness of God leads you to repentance?
2 Pet.3:9 The Lord is not slow about His promise, as some count slowness, but is patient toward you, not wishing for any to perish but for all to come to repentance.
2. We have record, however, of God' patience ending for some.
a. Noah's time; Nadab and Abihu; Uzzah; Korah, Dathan, Abiram plotted against Moses - earth swallowed them.
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D. God is patient with us, but His patience will go just so far!
1. Some say, "God will not let me die in sin and go to judgment unprepared and then cast me into hell."
1 Pet. 4:18 and if it is with difficulty that the righteous is saved, what will become of the godless men and the sinner?
2. One is tempting God every day he postpones his obedience!
3. God owes us nothing. He has provided everything necessary for salvation.

Accountable beings who reject the Gospel are lost!
III. DELAY IS DISOBEDIENCE
A. Felix delayed; he was waiting for a "convenient season" (Acts 24:24-25).
1. He heard a sermon on righteousness, temperance, judgment to come.
2. Promised Paul half-heartedly he would change someday. So far as we know, that day never came for Felix. (Apply today)
3. What makes you think that, because you are here today in an assembly of saints, listening to a preacher, you are saved? "Be ye doers of the word, and not hearers only" (James 1:22)
B. There was a man who said, "I am going to follow you, Lord, but first..." (Matthew 8:21-22)
1. He was using the death of his father as an excuse for not obeying.
2. What's your excuse? Too many problems? Too old? Will do later? Not quite ready? Not good enough?

a. Regardless of your excuses, you're still disobedient!
3. We are either for Christ or against Him; either in the kingdom of God or in that of Satan; either walking in light or darkness.
4. No, you won't decide later! Your acceptance or rejection is a decision to either obey or disobey - now!
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IV. DELAY IS A STUMBLING BLOCK
A. Others are influenced by your life.
Matt.5:16 "Let your light shine before men in such a way that they may see your good works, and glorify your Father who is in heaven."
1 Cor.15:33 Do not be deceived: "Bad company corrupts good morals." 

1. How many would still be lost were it not for someone's influence?
2. Parents lament the fact that children are not Christians.
How long did parents wait? Would children be Christians if they had come sooner? 

3. Men, God has placed the spiritual leadership of the home in your hands.
What are you doing about it?
a. Shifting responsibility to your wife? Grandparents?
b. Your delay may not cost only your soul, but the souls of your family as well.
Do you love them? Then do something about it!
B. In spite of stumbling blocks, we must still obey God. (Matt.5:29)
"And if your right eye makes you stumble, tear it out, and throw it from you; for it is better for you that one of the parts of your body perish, than for your whole body to be thrown into hell."
C. (Illustration) A certain man begged to be baptized as he passed church building on his way to hospital. 

1. He had been encouraged to obey the Lord and to attend services regularly. But he didn't, and died – lost!
CONCLUSION
Urgency is the theme of the Bible. Don't delay. Obey today!
2 Cor.6:2 ...behold, now is 'The Acceptable Time", behold, now is "The Day Of Salvation";...
2 Thess.1:7-9 .. .the Lord Jesus shall be revealed from heaven with His mighty angels in flaming fire, dealing out retribution to those who do not know God and to those who do not obey the gospel of our Lord Jesus. And these will pay the penalty of eternal destruction, away from the presence of the Lord and from the glory of His power.
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