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MAKING A DIFFICULT DECISION

INTROUDCTION: (1) Introductory remarks – in our previous study, we noted …S55C)

1. THE IMPORTANCE OF MAKING THE PROPER DECISION - Joshua 24:14-15 
a. “...choose for yourselves today whom you will serve: whether the gods which your fathers served which were beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you are living; but as for me and my house, we will serve the Lord.”
b. Noted that life is full of important decisions.

c. We looked at three possibilities:

1. wrong decision

2. no decision (indecision = wrong decision)

3. right decision.
d. And some examples in each category.
e. Closed with exhortation to make a decision to become a Christian or be restored to the Lord's service.

2. MEN WANTED - TO STAND FOR THE TRUTH! Ezekiel 22:23-31 (S92A)
v.30 “And I sought for a man among them, that should make up the hedge, and stand in the gap before me for the land, that I should not destroy it: but I found none.”
a. Church needs men with certain attributes
b. Men who will turn neither to the right nor to the left.
d. The solution to the problem: Ephesians 4:11-16
11And he gave the apostles, the prophets, the evangelists, the pastors and teachers, 12to equip the saints for the work of ministry, for building up the body of Christ, 13until we all attain to the unity of the faith and of the knowledge of the Son of God, to mature manhood, to the measure of the stature of the fullness of Christ,
 14so that we may no longer be children, tossed to and fro by the waves and carried about by every wind of doctrine, by human cunning, by craftiness in deceitful schemes. 15Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.
Rom.12:9 “Let love be without hypocrisy. Abhor that which is evil; cleave to that which is good.”
3. Today … 1 Sam.15:10-23
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10The word of the LORD came to Samuel: 11”I regret that I have made Saul king, for he has turned back from following me and has not performed my commandments.” And Samuel was angry, and he cried to the lord all night. 12And Samuel rose early to meet Saul in the morning. And it was told Samuel, “Saul came to Carmel, and behold, he set up a monument for himself and turned and passed on and went down to Gilgal.” 13And Samuel came to Saul, and Saul said to him, “Blessed be you to the lord. I have performed the commandment of the lord.” 14And Samuel said, “What then is this bleating of the sheep in my ears and the lowing of the oxen that I hear?” 15Saul said, “They have brought them from the Amalekites, for the people spared the best of the sheep and of the oxen to sacrifice to the lord your God, and the rest we have devoted to destruction.” 16Then Samuel said to Saul, “Stop! I will tell you what the lord said to me this night.” And he said to him, “Speak.” 17And Samuel said, “Though you are little in your own eyes, are you not the head of the tribes of Israel? The lord anointed you king over Israel. 18And the lord sent you on a mission and said, 'Go, devote to destruction the sinners, the Amalekites, and fight against them until they are consumed.' 19Why then did you not obey the voice of the lord? Why did you pounce on the spoil and do what was evil in the sight of the LORD?” 20And Saul said to Samuel, “I have obeyed the voice of the lord. I have gone on the mission on which the lord sent me. I have brought Agag the king of Amalek, and I have devoted the Amalekites to destruction. 21But the people took of the spoil, sheep and oxen, the best of the things devoted to destruction, to sacrifice to the lord your God in Gilgal.” 22And Samuel said, “Has the lord as great delight in burnt offerings and sacrifices, as in obeying the voice of the lord? Behold, to obey is better than sacrifice, and to listen than the fat of rams. 23For rebellion is as the sin of divination, and presumption is as iniquity and idolatry. Because you have rejected the word of the lord, he has also rejected you from being king.”
INTRODUCTION (2)

A. Many different lessons may be gleaned from the passages we have just read.

1. One might talk about the care one friend and loved one has for the other, cf. v.11 above
1 Samuel 15:35 And Samuel did not see Saul again until the day of his death, but Samuel grieved over Saul. And the lord regretted that he had made Saul king over Israel.
1 Samuel 16:01 The lord said to Samuel, “How long will you grieve over Saul, since I have rejected him from being king over Israel? Fill your horn with oil, and go. I will send you to Jesse the Bethlehemite, for I have provided for myself a king among his sons.”
2. Or, how we must not think of ourselves too highly, cf. v.17 above
3. We could talk about authority, and how we must not substitute our will and/or plan for the Lord's, cf. v.14, 22-23
4. Another lesson might be concerning trying to place the blame of our sins on someone else, cf. v.15, 21
B. But our study this morning concerns “making a difficult decision”
C. Samuel did not hesitate to make a difficult decision.

1. This decision could have been too difficult for many people!
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D. Others have had to make decisions that appeared difficult.
For example, noted in our last lesson: Joshua 24:14-15 14”Now therefore fear the lord and serve him in sincerity and in faithfulness. Put away the gods that your fathers served beyond the River and in Egypt, and serve the lord. 15And if it is evil in your eyes to serve the lord, choose this day whom you will serve, whether the gods your fathers served in the region beyond the River, or the gods of the Amorites in whose land you dwell. But as for me and my house, we will serve the lord.”
E. Some refuse to make a decision that appears difficult.

1. They rationalize and excuse themselves.

2. “The decision is too difficult to make at this time.”
3. “I'll think about it.” “Later.” “Don't bother me.”
I. MORE EXAMPLES OF OTHERS WHO MADE DIFFICULT DECISIONS
A. Moses. Hebrews 11:24-28 24By faith Moses, when he was grown up, refused to be called the son of Pharaoh's daughter, 25choosing rather to be mistreated with the people of God than to enjoy the fleeting pleasures of sin. 26He considered the reproach of Christ greater wealth than the treasures of Egypt, for he was looking to the reward. 27By faith he left Egypt, not being afraid of the anger of the king, for he endured as seeing him who is invisible. 28By faith he kept the Passover and sprinkled the blood, so that the Destroyer of the firstborn might not touch them.
1. This is not the only difficult decision he had to make.
2. Relate history of Israelites' wandering.

3. How many times they rebelled.

4. How many times they tried his patience.

5. Each of these placed a decision before Moses.

6. Should he continue with them or give up?
a. One time ... Numbers 20:10-12 10Then Moses and Aaron gathered the assembly together before the rock, and he said to them, "Hear now, you rebels: shall we bring water for you out of this rock?" 11And Moses lifted up his hand and struck the rock with his staff twice, and water came out abundantly, and the congregation drank, and their livestock. 12And the LORD said to Moses and Aaron, "Because you did not believe in me, to uphold me as holy in the eyes of the people of Israel, therefore you shall not bring this assembly into the land that I have given them."
b. He was not allowed to go over into the promised land. (Deut.34)
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B. Ruth ~ To all outward appearances, Ruth had little to gain.

1. As a result of her decision, her reward was great.

C. The apostles. Matthew 4:18-22
18While walking by the Sea of Galilee, He saw two brothers, Simon (who is called Peter) and Andrew his brother, casting a net into the sea, for they were fishermen. 19And He said to them, "Follow me, and I will make you fishers of men." 20Immediately they left their nets and
followed Him. 21And going on from there He saw two other brothers, James the son of Zebedee and John his brother, in the boat with Zebedee their father, mending their nets, and He called them. 22Immediately they left the boat and their father and followed Him.

1. Left all to follow Jesus.
2. How great was their reward!

John 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.
John 16:13 When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come.
3. Consider the seventy: Luke 10:17-20 17The seventy returned with joy, saying, "Lord, even the demons are subject to us in your name!" 18And he said to them, "I saw Satan fall like lightning from heaven. 19Behold, I have given you authority to tread on serpents and scorpions, and over all the power of the enemy, and nothing shall hurt you. 20Nevertheless, do not rejoice in this, that the spirits are subject to you, but rejoice that your names are written in heaven."
D. Paul. (Acts 9 and 22)
1. Left position, prestige, etc. Galatians 1:13-14 13For you have heard of my former life in Judaism, how I persecuted the church of God violently and tried to destroy it. 14And I was advancing in Judaism beyond many of my own age among my people, so extremely zealous was I for the traditions of my fathers.
2. He was ready for death .

2 Timothy 4:7-8 7I have fought the good fight, I have finished the race, I have kept the faith. 8Henceforth there is laid up for me the crown of righteousness, which the Lord,
the righteous judge, will award to me on that Day, and not only to me but also to all who have loved his appearing.
Philippians 1:21 For to me to live is Christ, and to die is gain.
There are others we could mention if we had the time.
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II. SOME REFUSED TO MAKE A DECISION
A. Pilate. (Matt.27:15-26)
B. Felix. Acts 24:25 And as he reasoned about righteousness and self-control and the coming judgment, Felix was alarmed and said, "Go away for the present. When I get an opportunity I will summon you."
C. Agrippa. Acts 26:28 And Agrippa said to Paul, "In a short time would you persuade me to be a Christian?"

D. By refusing to decide for Christ, they decided against Him.

Matthew 12:30 Whoever is not with me is against me, and whoever does not gather with me scatters.
III. YOU HAVE A DECISION TO MAKE
A. It may appear difficult because of circumstances.

1. Each one here is unique.

2. Each has different problems.
3. The Bible answers them all.

B. What makes your decision difficult?

1. Parents? Matthew 10:37  Whoever loves father or mother more than me is not worthy of me, …
2. Children? “...and whoever loves son or daughter more than me is not worthy of me.”
3. Friends? Jesus said, John 15:14, You are my friends if you do what I command you.
4. Finances?

Matthew 6:33 But seek first the kingdom of God and his righteousness, and all these things will be added to you.
1 Tim.5:9-10 9Let a widow be enrolled if she is not less than sixty years of age, having been the wife of one husband, 10and having a reputation for good works: if she has brought up children, has shown hospitality, has washed the feet of the saints, has cared for the afflicted, and has devoted herself to every good work.
Luke 12:16-21 16And he told them a parable, saying, "The land of a rich

man produced plentifully, 17and he thought to himself, 'What shall I do, for I have nowhere to store my crops?' 18And he said, 'I will do this: I will tear down my barns and build larger ones, and there I will store all my grain and my goods. 19And I will say to my soul, Soul, you have ample goods laid up for many years; relax, eat, drink, be merry.' 20But God said to him, 'Fool! This night your soul is required of you, and the things you have prepared, whose will they be?' 21So is the one who lays up treasure for himself and is not rich toward God."
(Luke 16:19-31, Lazarus and the rich man.)
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5. Pride?

Matthew 5:5 "Blessed are the meek, for they shall inherit the earth.
Matthew 6:1-4 1"Beware of practicing your righteousness before other people in order to be seen by them, for then you will have no reward from your Father who is in heaven. 2Thus, when you give to the needy, sound no trumpet before you, as the hypocrites do in the synagogues and in the streets, that they may be praised by others. Truly, I say to you, they have received their reward.
3But when you give to the needy, do not let your left hand know what your right hand is doing, 4so that your giving may be in secret. And your Father who sees in secret will reward you.”
James 4:16 As it is, you boast in your arrogance. All such boasting is evil.
1 Corinthians 3:18 Let no one deceive himself. If anyone among you thinks that he is wise in this age, let him become a fool that he may become wise.
Proverbs 21:4 Haughty eyes and a proud heart, the lamp of the wicked, are sin.
CONCLUSION
What will be your decision?

1. You have seen examples of those in the past make difficult decision.

2. Let them be your example.

3. Yours is no more difficult than some we have studied this day.

4. The reward for the correct decision is wonderful but the “reward” for no decision and the wrong decision is terrible.

Matt.25:46 “And these shall go away into everlasting punishment: but the righteous into life eternal.”
a. Can your problems be solved outside christ ??
b. We plead with you to decide for Christ.

INVITATION ~ Remember the 70? Is your name written in Heaven?
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