Page One                         Chart #466                  DEATH IN THE POT          Filed under “D” for “Death”     S 92D
DEATH IN THE POT

TEXT: 2 Kings 4:38-41 

When Elisha returned to Gilgal (he had been there before with his master Elijah a short time before he was taken up by a whirlwind to Heaven), there was a famine in the land. As the sons of the prophets were sitting before him, he said to his servant, "Put on the large pot and boil stew for the sons of the prophets." 39Then one went out into the field to gather herbs, and found a wild vine and gathered from it his lap full of wild gourds,
and came and sliced them into the pot of stew, for they did not know what they were. 40So they poured it out for the men to eat. And it came about as they were eating of the stew, that they cried out and said, "O man of God, there is death in the pot." And they were unable to eat. 41But he said, "Now bring meal." And he threw it into the pot, and he said, "Pour it out for the people that they may eat." Then there was no harm in the pot.
INTRODUCTION

A. This story pictures The Power Of Poisonous Influence.

B. Suggests a lesson for our day. Hence, let us consider:

I. THE FACTS OF THE STORY

A. There was a famine in the land.

B. A famine often brings about rash conduct.

Jer.19:9 "And I shall make them eat the flesh of their sons and the flesh of their daughters, and they will eat one another's flesh in the siege and in the distress with which their enemies and those who seek their life will distress them."'
Lam.4:10 The hands of compassionate women Boiled their own children; They became food for them Because of the destruction of the daughter of my people.

C. The hunger of the sons of the prophets moved Elisha to instruct his servant to put a pot on the fire.

D. Vegetables gathered, but also gathered were some poison gourds.

E. Elisha neutralized the poison by adding meal.
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II. SOME PRACTICAL LESSONS DRAWN FROM THIS STORY

A. All herbs were good except one—the wild gourds.

B. These gourds poisoned all! (Ivory soap 99 44/100% pure)

C. A Little Leaven Leavens the Whole Lump (1 Cor.5:6).
1. This is shown to be true in—

a. The parable of the Leaven

Matt. 13:33 He spoke another parable to them, "The kingdom of heaven is like leaven, which a woman took, and hid in three pecks of meal, until it was all leavened."
b. The Leaven of the Pharisees

Matt.16:6-12 And Jesus said to them, "Watch out and beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees." 7And they began to discuss among themselves, saying, "It is because we took no bread."
8But Jesus, aware of this, said, "You men of little faith, why do you discuss among yourselves that you have no bread? 9Do you not yet understand or
remember the five loaves of the five thousand, and how many baskets you took up? 10Or the seven loaves of the four thousand, and how many large baskets you took up?
11How is it that you do not understand that I did not speak to you concerning bread? But beware of the leaven of the Pharisees and Sadducees." 12Then they understood that He did not say to beware of the leaven of bread, but of the teaching of the Pharisees and Sadducees.
c. Evil associations (1 Cor.15:33)

D. The poison remained until some neutralizing influence came into the picture.

III. SOME POISON GOURDS OF TODAY

A. Bad reading material, pornography.

1. There is no doubting that the world needs good books.

2. Parents have a responsibility toward their children in this matter.

3. Much of the trash on the newsstands will aid in the destruction of our children.

4. It is a fact that some books need to be burned! (Acts 19:19)

Acts 19:19 And many of those who practiced magic brought their books together and began burning them in the sight of all; and they counted up the price of them and found it fifty thousand pieces of silver.
(nasb margin: Or, probably, 50,000 Greek drachmas. A drachma approximated a day’s wage.) (If Jewish shekel = $25,000; if drachma = $8500 barnes)

Page Three                                                   DEATH IN THE POT                                                                        S 92D
B. Other Social Poisons

1. Social Drink

1 Thess.5:22 abstain from every form of evil.
Prov.20:1 Wine is a mocker, strong drink a brawler, And whoever is intoxicated by it is not wise.

Isa.5:11 Woe to those who rise early in the morning that they may pursue strong drink; Who stay up late in the evening that wine may inflame them! 22 Woe to those who are heroes in drinking wine, And valiant men in mixing strong drink;

Prov.23:29-35 Who has woe? Who has sorrow? Who has contentions? Who has complaining? Who has wounds without cause? Who has redness of eyes?
30Those who linger long over wine, Those who go to taste mixed wine. 31Do not look on the wine when it is red, When it sparkles in the cup, When it goes down smoothly; 32At the last it bites like a serpent,
And stings like a viper. 33Your eyes will see strange things, And your mind will utter perverse things. 34And you will be like one who lies down in the middle of the sea, Or like one who lies down on the top of a mast. 35"They struck me, but I did not become ill; They beat me, but I did not know it. When shall I awake? I will seek another drink."

2. Bad movies, explicit bedroom scenes, bad language.

1 Pet.5:8 Be of sober spirit, be on the alert. Your adversary, the devil, prowls about like a roaring lion, seeking someone to devour.
1 Tim4:12-16 Let no one look down on your youthfulness, but rather in speech, conduct, love, faith and purity, show yourself an example of those who believe.
13Until I come, give attention to the public reading of Scripture, to exhortation and teaching. … 16Pay close attention to yourself and to your teaching; persevere in these things; for as you do this you will insure salvation both for yourself and for those who hear you.
3. The modern dance.

1 Cor.15:33 Do not be deceived: "Bad company corrupts good morals."
1 Thess.5:22 abstain from every form of evil.
Gal.5:19-21 Now the deeds of the flesh are evident, which are: immorality, impurity, sensuality, 20idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, outbursts of anger, disputes, dissensions, factions, 21envying, drunkenness, carousing, and things like these, of which I forewarn you just as I have forewarned you that those who practice such things shall not inherit the kingdom of God.
4. We should all consider these influences as wild gourds to our boys and girls and teach them accordingly.
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C. Religious poison

1. Some have changed the truth into a lie (Rom.1:25)

2. While it will be admitted that denominationalism has some truth, it must also be stated that it has many wild gourds – much poison!

3. Some examples of the poison characteristic of denominationalism:

a. Universalism’s theory that all will be saved. (Heb.5:8-9)

Although He was a Son, He learned obedience from the things which He suffered. And having been made perfect, He became to all those who obey Him the source of eternal salvation,
b. Jehovah’s Witness theory of no eternal Hell of suffering. (Matt.25:46)

"And these will go away into eternal punishment, but the righteous into eternal life."
c. The general denominational concept that one does not have to be baptized in order to be saved (Acts 2:38; Gal.3:27; Rom.6:3-5)

d. The theory that church membership is non-essential.
Heb.12:23 to the general assembly and church of the first-born who are enrolled in heaven, …
Rev.20:15 And if anyone's name was not found written in the book of life, he was thrown into the lake of fire.
Eph.5:23 … Christ also is the head of the church, He Himself being the Savior of the body.
e. The cannot fall theory
1 Cor.10:1-12 For I do not want you to be unaware, brethren, that our fathers were all under the cloud, and all passed through the sea; 2and all were baptized into Moses in the cloud and in the sea; 3and all ate the same spiritual food; 4and all drank the same spiritual drink, for they were drinking from a spiritual rock which followed them; and the rock was Christ. 5Nevertheless, with most of them God was not well-pleased; for they were laid low in the wilderness. 6Now these things happened as examples for us, that we should not crave evil things, as they also craved. 7And do not be idolaters, as some of them were; as it is written, "the people sat down to eat and drink, and stood up to play." 8Nor let us act immorally, as some of them did, and twenty-three thousand fell in one day. 9Nor let us try the Lord, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the serpents. 10Nor grumble, as some of them did, and were destroyed by the destroyer. 11Now these things happened to them as an example, and they were written for our instruction, upon whom the ends of the ages have come. 12Therefore let him who thinks he stands take heed lest he fall.

2 Pet.1:5-11 Now for this very reason also, applying all diligence, in your faith supply moral excellence, and in your moral excellence, knowledge; 6and in your knowledge, self-control, and in your self-control, perseverance, and in your perseverance, godliness; 7and in your godliness, brotherly kindness, and in your brotherly kindness, love. 8For if these qualities are yours and are increasing, they render you neither useless nor unfruitful in the true knowledge of our Lord Jesus Christ. 9For he who lacks these qualities is blind or short-sighted, having forgotten his purification from his former sins. 10Therefore, brethren, be all the more diligent to make certain about His calling and choosing you; for as long as you practice these things, you will never stumble; 11for in this way the entrance into the eternal kingdom of our Lord and Savior Jesus Christ will be abundantly supplied to you.

Gal.5:1-4 It was for freedom that Christ set us free; therefore keep standing firm and do not be subject again to a yoke of slavery. 2Behold I, Paul, say to you that if you receive circumcision, Christ will be of no benefit to you. 3And I testify again to every man who receives circumcision, that he is under obligation to keep the whole Law. 4You have been severed from Christ, you who are seeking to be justified by law; you have fallen from grace.
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Note: These poisons must be purged by the Gospel!

1 Pet.1:22-25 Since you have in obedience to the truth purified your souls for a sincere love of the brethren, fervently love one another from the heart, 23 for you have been born again not of seed which is perishable but imperishable, that is, through the living and abiding word of God. 24 For, "all flesh is like grass, and all its glory like the flower of grass. the grass withers, and the flower falls off, 25 but the word of the lord abides forever." And this is the word which was preached to you.
Rom. 1:16-17 For I am not ashamed of the gospel, for it is the power of God for salvation to everyone who believes, to the Jew first and also to the Greek. For in it the righteousness of God is revealed from faith to faith; as it is written, "but the righteous man shall live by faith."

D. Religious poison in the church.

1. Hypocrites 1 Pet.2:1-2
Therefore, putting aside all malice and all guile and hypocrisy and envy and all slander, like newborn babes, long for the pure milk of the word, that by it you may grow in respect to salvation,
2. Disinterest; indifference.

Rom.12:11 not lagging behind in diligence, fervent in spirit, serving the Lord;
Rev.3:16 'So because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of My mouth.’
3. Worldliness.

1 John 2:15-17 Do not love the world, nor the things in the world. If anyone loves the world, the love of the Father is not in him. For all that is in the world, the lust of the flesh and the lust of the eyes and the boastful pride of life, is not from the Father, but is from the world.
And the world is passing away, and also its lusts; but the one who does the will of God abides forever.
2 Tim.4:10 for Demas, having loved this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica; Crescens has gone to Galatia, Titus to Dalmatia.
4. False Doctrines. (Matt., Mark, Luke, John part of o.t.; Only One Covenant, o.t. not nailed to cross; Matt.19:9 applies only to the Jews of Jesus’ day; Matt.19:9 is applicable only to Christians, not to those who have never been baptized; etc.)

CONCLUSION
A. We must be content with only the Truth. 1 Pet.4:11
Whoever speaks, let him speak, as it were, the utterances of God; …
B. Our lives should harmonize with the Truth we teach. 1 Pet.2:12
Keep your behavior excellent among the Gentiles, so that in the thing in which they slander you as evildoers, they may on account of your good deeds, as they observe them, glorify God in the day of visitation.
C. We must purge out the leaven of poison.       INVITATION



Pot=Our lives as Christians








POT=TRUTH





POT=CHURCH








PAGE  
4

