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david: after god’s own heart

Acts 13:16-22

And Paul stood up, and motioning with his hand, he said, “Men of Israel, and you who fear God, listen: 17The God of this people Israel chose our fathers, and made the people great during their stay in the land of Egypt, and with an uplifted arm He led them out from it. 18And for a period of about forty years He put up with them in the wilderness. 19And when He had destroyed seven nations in the land of Canaan, He distributed their land as an inheritance--(all of which took) about four hundred and fifty years. 20And after these things He gave (them) judges until Samuel the prophet. 21And then they asked for a king, and God gave them Saul the son of Kish, a man of the tribe of Benjamin, for forty years. 22 And after He had removed him, He raised up David to be their king, concerning whom He also testified and said, ‘I have found David, the son of Jesse, a man after My heart, who will do all My will.’”

INTRODUCTION:
A. By invitation of synagogue rulers, Paul arose and addressed the audience.

B. He introduced his discourse by giving a brief sketch of the history of Israel from the Exodus to the time of David.

C. v.22 … “A man after Mine own heart...” (kjv)

1. These words were not spoken concerning the whole life of David in which there were some things not after God’s own heart. (1 Kings 15:5)
 “...David did what was right in the sight of the Lord, and had not turned aside from any thing

that He commanded him all the days of his life, except in the case of Uriah the Hittite.”
 2. Rather, they had reference to David’s character when he was chosen to succeed Saul as King.

 a. He would not be rebellious and disobedient as was Saul.

 b. Saul was rejected because of his disobedience; fell on own sword and died.

D. During the reign of David,

he showed himself to be a man after God’s Own heart in many ways.

E. By observing some of David’s characteristics,

we too may be a people after God’s Own heart.
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I. HE LOVED THE WORD OF GOD (Psalm 119:97)
“O how I love Thy law! It is my meditation all the day.”

A. The portion that he had at that time, the o.t.
 1. When we really love something, it is hard to let go of it.

 2. Psalm 1:1-3 How blessed is the man who does not walk in the counsel of the wicked, Nor stand in the path of  sinners, Nor sit in the seat of scoffers! 2But his delight is in the law of the Lord, And in His law he meditates day and night. 3And he will be like a tree (firmly) planted by streams of water, Which yields its fruit in its season, And its leaf does not wither; And in whatever he does, he prospers.”

3. Doesn’t mean he read it all the time; he had to care for his kingly duties.

4. Means that he put the Word first in his life, and studied the Word at all times possible.

B. What do some put before the Bible?

1. Just about everything: television, schoolwork, recreation, job, etc.

2. Lodges: Can quote more from them than from the Bible!

3. Some women put home duties before Bible (Mary and Martha, Luke 10:38-42)

II. HID THE WORD OF GOD IN HIS HEART (Psalm 119:11)

 Thy word I have treasured in my heart,...

A. Why? That I may not sin against Thee.  Col.3:16 Let the word of Christ richly dwell within you
B. Young preacher asked old preacher how he knew so much Scripture.

1. He said his head was like a bucket with holes in it ... fill it with water and some will leak out; but keep filling bucket with water for it to remain at one level.

2. We forget some things and need to keep filling the mind with God’s Word.

C. Examples of what the Word hidden in our hearts can do:

1. The mind is like computer -- stores information.

2. Hide Heb.10:25 in heart when tempted to miss services! Will remember what it says.

3. Hide Col.4:6 when tempted to gossip, use foul language, tell off-color jokes, etc.

Let your speech always be with grace, seasoned (as it were), with salt, so that you may know how you should respond to each person. Eph.4:29 Let no unwholesome (Lit., rotten, in the sense of worthless --lenski) word proceed from your mouth, but only such (a word) as is good for edification according to the need (of the moment), that it may give grace to those who hear. – Will remember what it says.

 4. If I hide 1 John 3:9 in my heart (No one who is born of God practices sin,

because His seed abides in him; and he cannot sin, because he is born of God.),

does it mean it is physically impossible for me to sin?

a. Illustrate: Put a fence between a cow and a cornfield.

Cow cannot eat corn because of barrier. Remove barrier, cow can and will eat corn.

b. Likewise, cannot sin unless barrier is removed.

(word Luke 8:12 the devil comes and takes away the word from their heart)
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III CONFESSED HIS SINS (Psalm 51:3) “For I know my transgressions,

And my sin is ever before me.”
A. Did not talk of other’ sins, in the sense of blaming others, etc.

B. “My sin is ever before me” (See 2 Sam.11:2-15).

1. David did not blame Bathsheba, though she was partly to blame.

2. Forgiven? Yes, his sins forgiven, but God didn’t promise to remove the memory.

3. Adam blamed Eve; Eve blamed serpent; serpent had no one to blame!

4. Saul blamed the people; etc.

C. We remember things we did before obeying the gospel.

D. And, some after we obeyed!
James 5:16 ...Confess your sins to one another, and pray for one another,...
 2 Cor.5:10 For we must all appear before the judgment-seat of Christ, that each one may be recompensed for his deeds in the body, according to what he has done, whether good or bad.
IV. LOVED TO PRAISE GOD (Psalm 139:14)

I will give thanks to Thee, for I am fearfully and wonderfully made; Wonderful are Thy works, And my soul knows it very well.
A. David praised God with instruments of music. May we? Psalm 150
1. David also offered animal sacrifices, burned incense. May we? (Col.2:14)

having canceled out the certificate of debt consisting of decrees against us (and)

which was hostile to us; and He has taken it out of the way, having nailed it to the cross.
2. Must find authorization in New Testament; otherwise, apply 2 John 9
B. “I will praise Thee...” This is a king speaking! Do you know of a ruler today who praises God? (This is part of what is wrong with the world.)

C. Why did he praise God? “Wonderfully and fearfully made...”

1. Study of anatomy ought to cause praise; not particularly for beauty, but function.

2. Can’t do just anything we want with our bodies. (1 Cor.6:19-20)

 Or do you not know that your body is a temple of the Holy Spirit who is in you,

whom you have from God, and that you are not your own?

For you have been bought with a price: therefore glorify God in your body.

3. Chemical value of body is worth about $30, and look how we strut around!
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V. WATCHED HIS TONGUE (Psalm 39:1) I said, “I will guard my ways, That I may not sin with my tongue; I will guard my mouth as with a muzzle, While the wicked are in my presence.
A. How easy it is to lose control of this little member.

1. Illustrate: Visit doctor who says, “Stick out your tongue.”

Symptoms of malady often evident on tongue.

2. Suppose Dr. Jesus (the Great Physician) said to you right now,

“Stick out your tongue.” What would He see?

a. Profanity? Gossip? Slander? Careless talk? Get the balm out!
B. Apply. James 3:2 Now we all stumble in many (ways). If anyone does not stumble in what he says, he is a perfect man, able to bridle the whole body as well. 8 But no one can tame the tongue; (it is) a restless evil (and) full of deadly poison. 13 Who among you is wise and understanding? Let him show by his good behavior his deeds in the gentleness of wisdom.
VI. HATED EVERY FALSE WAY (Psalm 119:104)

From Thy precepts I get understanding; Therefore I hate every false way.

A. When you see the word “therefore”, go back and see what it is there for!

1. “Through Thy precepts I get understanding, therefore...”

B. Did David hate the sinner? Certainly not! The sin? Yes!

C. Every false way includes: Denominationalism; sectarianism; institutionalism; Catholicism,

and other  “isms”!

VII. LOVED UNITY (Psalm 133:1)

Behold, how good and how pleasant it is For brothers to dwell together in unity!
A. Notice what David said about unity. It is:

1. Good -- pleasant.

2. Some things good but not pleasant. Medicine.

3. Some things pleasant but not good. Drinking (to some).

B. Illustrate: Two brothers in a family.

1. One always fussing, picking; thrives on unrest.

2. Other does everything he can to promote unity in family.

3. Which brother truly loves the family?
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CONCLUSION

Romans 15:4 For whatever was written in earlier times was written for our instruction,

that through perseverance and the encouragement of the Scriptures we might have hope.
You have the opportunity today to be one “After God’s Own Heart” by:
Obedience to God’s Will and Steadfastness in His Service.
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