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BUILDING A HOUSE

Psalm 127:1 Unless the Lord builds the house, those who build it labor in vain. …
INTRODUCTION: It takes interested persons and a lot of material to build a house worthy of note. Let us look into a scene to illustrate the point.

I. TO BUILD A UNIQUE, COMPLETELY DIFFERENT TYPE OF HOUSE THAN IS COPIED FOM OTHER PLANS REQUIRES:

A. The architect who determines exactly the pattern he desires. Draws exact blue-print to minute details.

B. A contractor is obtained and plans are given to him. He obtains qualified workmen.

C. Proper material is purchased.

D. The finished product is a thing of beauty to behold. Everyone marvels.

1. The architect is praised; the contractor is commended, as are the workmen.

2. The material itself is given favorable comment. It reflects the ability of the purchaser in its quality.

E. Then the ravages of time begins but it stands, for the architect, contractor, workmen were all qualified.

1. But termites invade the building; the caretakers are not on the job & the building falls.
2. An unjust reflection is upon all those mentioned! (Architect; contractor; workmen)

II. PARALLEL IN GOD’S HOUSE, THE CHURCH

A. God, the architect

Eph.3:10-11 so that through the church the manifold wisdom of God might now be made known to the rulers and authorities in the heavenly places. 11 This was according to the eternal purpose that he has realized in Christ Jesus our Lord,
1 Tim.3:14-15 14I hope to come to you soon, but I am writing these things to you so that, 15 if I delay, you may know how one ought to behave in the household of God, which is the church of the living God, a pillar and buttress of truth.
Eph.3:21 (His Praise) to him be glory in the church and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen.
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B. Christ, the contractor Matt.16:18 … on this rock I will build my church, and the gates of hell shall not prevail against it.
1. Purchased the material………………………………………………………………..

Acts 20:28 Pay careful attention to yourselves and to all the flock, in which the Holy Spirit has made you overseers, to care for the church of God, which he obtained with his own blood.
Eph.5:25-27 … Christ loved the church and gave himself up for her, 26that he might sanctify her, having cleansed her by the washing of water with the word, 27so that he might present the church to himself in splendor, without spot or wrinkle or any such thing, that she might be holy and without blemish.
2. His praise……………………………………………………………………………….
Eph.1:22-23 And he put all things under his feet and gave him as head over all things to the church, 23which is his body, the fullness of him who fills all in all.
Col.1:18 And he is the head of the body, the church. He is the beginning, the firstborn from the dead, that in everything he might be preeminent.
Eph.5:20-21 giving thanks always and for everything to God the Father in the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, 21submitting to one another out of reverence for Christ.
C. Qualified Workmen……………………………………………………………………….
1. The Apostles Eph.2:11-22
11Therefore remember that at one time you Gentiles in the flesh, called "the uncircumcision" by what is called the circumcision, which is made in the flesh by hands-- 12remember that you were at that time separated from Christ, alienated from the commonwealth of Israel and strangers to the covenants of promise, having no hope and without God in the world. 13But now in Christ Jesus you who once were far off have been brought near by the blood of Christ. 14For he himself is our peace, who has made us both one and has broken down in his flesh the dividing wall of hostility 15by abolishing the law of commandments and ordinances, that he

might create in himself one new man in place of the two, so making peace, 16and might reconcile us both to God in one body through the cross, thereby killing the hostility. 17And he came and preached peace to you who were far off and peace to those who were near. 18For through him we both have access in one Spirit to the Father. 19So then you are no longer strangers and aliens, but you are fellow citizens with the saints and members of the household of God, 20built on the foundation of the apostles and prophets, Christ Jesus himself being the cornerstone, 21in whom the whole structure, being joined together, grows into a holy temple in the Lord. 22In him you also are being built together into a dwelling place for God by the Spirit.
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2. Preaching is Inspired by the Spirit

John 14:26 But the Helper, the Holy Spirit, whom the Father will send in my name, he will teach you all things and bring to your remembrance all that I have said to you.
John 16:13-14 13When the Spirit of truth comes, he will guide you into all the truth, for he will not speak on his own authority, but whatever he hears he will speak, and he will declare to you the things that are to come. 14He will glorify me, for he will take what is mine and declare it to you.
D. Material. Church ekklesia, called out…………………………………………………….
2 Thess.2:14 To this he called you through our gospel, so that you may obtain the glory of our Lord Jesus Christ.
1 Pet.2:1-5 1So put away all malice and all deceit and hypocrisy and envy and all slander. 2Like newborn infants, long for the pure spiritual milk, that by it you may grow up to salvation-- 3if indeed you have tasted that the Lord is good. 4As you come to him, a living stone rejected by men but in the sight of God chosen and precious, 5you yourselves like living stones are being built up as a spiritual house, to be a holy priesthood, to offer spiritual sacrifices acceptable to God through Jesus Christ.
Members……………………………………………………………………………………
III. WILL THE BUILDING STAND?

A. The ravages of time will not hurt Matt.7:24-27 24"Everyone then who hears these words of mine and does them will be like a wise man who built his house on the rock. 25And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat on that house, but it did not fall, because it had been founded on the rock. 26And everyone who hears these words of mine and does not do them will be like a foolish man who built his house on the sand. 27And the rain fell, and the floods came, and the winds blew and beat against that house, and it fell, and great was the fall of it."
B. But the termites of sin will and do destroy!.......................................................................
1. Worldliness

2 Tim.4:10 For Demas, in love with this present world, has deserted me and gone to Thessalonica. …
1 Tim.6:17-19 17As for the rich in this present age, charge them not to be haughty, nor to set their hopes on the uncertainty of riches, but on God, who richly provides us with everything to enjoy. 18They are to do good, to be rich in good works, to be generous and ready to share, 19thus storing up treasure for themselves as a good foundation for the future, so that they may take hold of that which is truly life.
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2. Indifference Rev.3:14-19 14"And to the angel of the church in Laodicea write: 'The words of the Amen, the faithful and true witness, the beginning of God's creation. 15'I know your works: you are neither cold nor hot. Would that you were either cold or hot! 16So, because you are lukewarm, and neither hot nor cold, I will spit you out of my mouth. 17For you say, I am rich, I have prospered, and I need nothing, not realizing that you are wretched, pitiable, poor, blind, and naked. 18I counsel you to buy from me gold refined by fire, so that you may be rich, and white garments so that you may clothe yourself and the shame of your nakedness may not be seen, and salve to anoint your eyes, so that you may see. 19Those whom I love, I reprove and discipline, so be zealous and repent.”
a. Arouse (provoke) to good works Heb.10:24-25 24And let us consider how to stir up one another to love and good works, 25not neglecting to meet together, as is the habit of some, but encouraging one another, and all the more as you see the Day drawing near.
b. Fervent Rom.12:11 Do not be slothful in zeal, be fervent in spirit, serve the Lord.
c. Love Eph.4:15-16 15Rather, speaking the truth in love, we are to grow up in every way into him who is the head, into Christ, 16from whom the whole body, joined and held together by every joint with which it is equipped, when each part is working properly, makes the body grow so that it builds itself up in love.
3. Contentiousness………………………………………………………………………….
1 Cor.1:10 I appeal to you, brothers, by the name of our Lord Jesus Christ, that all of you agree and that there be no divisions among you, but that you be united in the same mind and the same judgment.
1 Cor.3:1-9 1But I, brothers, could not address you as spiritual people, but as people of the flesh, as infants in Christ. 2I fed you with milk, not solid food, for you were not ready for it. And even now you are not yet ready, 3for you are still of the flesh. For while there is jealousy and strife among you, are you not of the flesh and behaving only in a human way? 4For when one says, "I follow Paul," and another, "I follow Apollos," are you not being merely human? 5What then is Apollos? What is Paul? Servants through whom
you believed, as the Lord assigned to each. 6I planted, Apollos watered, but God gave the growth. 7So neither he who plants nor he who waters is anything, but only God who gives the growth. 8He who plants and he who waters are one, and each will receive his wages according to his labor. 9For we are God's fellow workers. You are God's field, God's building.
1 Cor.3:16-17 16Do you not know that you are God's temple and that God's Spirit dwells in you? 17If anyone destroys God's temple, God will destroy him. For God's temple is holy, and you are that temple.
CONCLUSION: Are you a part of the building of God?

If so, are you causing the architect and contractor to receive the praise due them?

Or
Are you guilty of bringing unjust criticism against them?
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